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Relay for Life Breaks Fundraising Record 
By BIANCA LOPEZ 
News Writer 

Many are touched by cancer one way or 
another, and with the American Cancer Society 
reporting an estimate of 1,658370 new cases 
in-2015 alone. it's no swprise. However, many 
students, particularly participants in lJf's Relay 
for Life on April 18. are worlcing towards 
creating more positive results. 

At this time last year, the University of 
Tampa's event raised $13,623.So far this year, 
$21,184 has been raised. With over a month left 
to go, the number continues to grow each day. 

This quick fundraisin.g is due to the suppon 
of the 62 teams and more than 500 participants. 
One student and Relay for Life committee 
team member has risen above the rest, raising 
a whopping $2,520. Danielle Fabian. a 
sophomore biology pre-medical major, started 

by asking her family, friends of the family and 
even her parents• colleagues for donations. She 
watched online as her donation page continued 
to receive baffle. 

"I wanted to get involved on campus, 
so I was part of the committee and then my 
grandma got diagnosed with cancer in October 
of my freshman year so it became a priority 

To RELAY Page 5 

Moll Directs Winning Film "Tiny Tampa" Sexual 
Assault 
Reported on 
Campus 

By MADISON IRWIN 
News Writer 

This year. about 60 students at the 
University ofTampa participated in Campus 
Movie Fest, but only 16 films were chosen to 
play at the premiere; one luck")' filmmaker gets 
to fly to Hollywood to complete his film. This 
year Hisham Moll won both the top jury award 
and the silver tripod award for best editing 
of his film, '1inyTampa." But to Moll, the 
best award was getting to see the audiences' 
surprised faces when watching his movie. 

Campus MovieFest, the world's largest 
student film festival, is held at various 
universities. Students who participate are 
given equipment from the school (camcorders, 
tripods,Apple lap101,s and software) and hi\ve 
one week to shoot and edit their films. 

Moll's short film, ''Tiny Tampa,'' provides 
a unique look at the beauty and diversity of 
Tampa. By using special filming and editing 
techniques, Moll was able to create a fast
paced, miniature look. While MovieFcst is 
free for students, Moll spent $20 to license the 
music for the film on Audiojungle. 

Moll used hypertapse, an exposure . 
technique in time-lapse photography in 
which film frames are captured (the frame 
rate) is much lower than that used to view 
the sequence. Processes that would normally 
appear subtle to tl1e human eye, such as the 
motion of the sun and stars in the sky, become 

Pltuto courtesy of flislwm Moll 
Moll used special editing 1eclt11iq11es to create a 111i11at111·e view of Tampa Bay for Campus Movie Fest. 

pronounced. junior film and media arts major. His dream 
Moll came up with his movie idea after of becoming a filmmaker started when he 

working with filmmaker Abdel Rahman Gobr was a junior in high school. He took a film 
in Egypt over the summer. Gobr, working on a production class in which he worked on a 
Cairo time-lapse at the time, introduced Moll to project for a week to shoot a shon film for 
the time-lapse photography technique. Another environmental awareness. 
technique Moll used for 'Tiny Tampa" was tilt "1l1e film was shown in the tl1eater for tl1e 
shift . 

Born and raised in Cairo, Egypt, Moll !5 a To TINY TAMPA Page 5 

Reporting By Mia Glatter, Doha M.idan! 
and Lauren Richey 

A sexual assault in Jenkins Hall was 
reported to Campus Safety on Saturday 
evening, and witnesses repo11ed seeing 
Tampa police officers and a forensics 
team on the sixth floo, and outside the 
University of Tampa n:sidence hall. 

·'We are actively investigating to 
determine if a crime occurred. It ·s still 
an active case. so no public records are 
available at this time," Janelle McGregor, 
assistant public safety infom1ation 
coordinator for the Tampa Police 
Department, wrote in an email 10 The 
Minnret on March 2. 

The Minaret is requesting public 
records but no public records were 
available at press time. We will 
be following this story for more 
developments. 

Campus Security officials said they 
could not provide further infonnation on 
the incident, and Dean Stephanie Russell 
Krebs had no comment. 

Reporters can be comacted al 
ut.minaret@gmail.com 
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NEWS + FEATURES 

Up 'til Dawn Raises 10k for Children 

By KHADIJAH KHAN 
Head Copy Editor 

Three hundred and twenty six days. 
7,824 hours. 469,440 minutes. That's 
how long it took to make the inaugural 
St. Jude Up ' til Dawn event a success, 
from o ur first interest meeting to the fina l 
a ll-night challenge. 

During Up ' til Dawn •· a nationwide, 
student-led, student-run, philanthropic 
program•· college students raise money 
for and awareness of St. Jude Children's 
Research Hospital. At St. Jude, no fami ly 
has to ever pay for treatment, travel, 
housing or food, because "all a family 
should have to worry about is helping 
keep their child live." This amazing 
organization is only possible because of 
donors and programs like Up 'ti! Dawn. 

I was fortunate enough to attend the 
St. Jude Collegiate Leadership Seminar 
in 20 14. I can easily remember passing 
St. Jude and fee ling something ignite 
inside of me. It was like r saw my futur,e 
in front ofme. It was in that moment 
that I could not have been any more sure 
ofmy life 's purpose: to work alongside 
those who make St. Jude a place o f hope. 
When I stepped inside the hospital, I 
began to tear up. There is so much hope 
and so much life inside those hospital 
walls. Colors were bright, spirits were 
high and laughter could be heard throug h 
every hallway. Without even knowing 
it, they taught me something that day. 
No matter what I am going through, 
whatever life crisis I feel like I am 
having, there is nothing I cannot face . 

Filled with inspiration and hope, it 
was on this trip I learned that our UTD 
Executive Director had to resign. I sat 
in shock, wondering how we wouJd 
survive without a leader. Would the 
organization fall apart? Would people 
care? Would anyone come? I panicked 
for a second, but I knew with the help of 
our St. Jude representatives we wouJd 
be OK. In the absence of our executive 
director, I decided to step up. I scheduled 
meetings, made goals and tried to think 

of events that would make us successful 
throughout the year. As a result, our 
St. Jude representatives appointed me 
executive director. 

When I was told that I would fi ll 
this position, my excitement could have 
moved mountains. Not only did I love 
raising money for great causes, but l 
loved the mission of St. Jude: " no child 
should ever die in the dawn of life." That 
phrase now motivates me every day. 

With one member down, I thought 
that would be the worst that could 
happen, and then the board of seven 
reduced to two. It was our advertising 
and public relations d irector and me. 
Other issues arose, such as having to 
delay Up ' ti! Dawn one semester and 
learning that our organization was not 
official on campus. While all of this 
seemed stressful I didn't think anything 
ofit, as starting any new organization 
comes with it's own complications. We 
appointed new people to positions that 
were now empty and moved forward so 
we could achieve our goals. 

With the newly appointed executive 
members we made a plan to have a large 
impact with our first event. We utilized 
every resource we had to get the word 
out about Up ' ti l Dawn and raise money 
to Jlelp the kids. 

After almost a full year of planning 
and preparing the night for us to stay "Up 
' til Dawn" was finally here . Anxious and 
worried, I didn't know how the night 
was going to go or what problems would 
come up because it was our inaugural 
-year. With my clipboard in hand I was 
running around Martinez attempting 
to make sure everything was in place. 
Our DJ from 94.1 was there, all of the 
decorations were set up, all of the food 
vendors had been called and confirmed. 
I had support from many organizations 
that I held near to my heart like Tau 
Kappa Epsilon, the P.E.A.C.E. Volunteer 
Center and S igma Delta Tau to name a 
few. Every friend, adviser and executive 
member would come up and ask if I 
needed anY1hing, which provided me 

with endless relief as everyone was 
willing to help me and make sure this 
event was a success. 

When the night finally started every 
event went over well. We started o ff with 
syringe painting where every team was 
given two syringes and a paint brush and 
then had 30 minutes to paint a picture. 
This event was sponsored by P.E.A.C.E. 
so in their painting they had to 
incorporate Up ' ti! Dawn and P.E.A.C.E .. 
There was an endless amount of 
creativity as some people made intricate 
designs from their fraternity or sorority 
insignia to the St. Jude logo baby. The 
events that followed were "Build Your 
Spartan Armor" which was a duct tape 
challenge where each team had to pick 
a model and then decorate them in duct 
tape. The last eve nt o f the night was a lip 
syncing challenge where teams picked 
a song from a hat and had IO minutes to 
choreograph a dance and lip sync with 
the ir team. Throughout the night I only 
saw smiles on everyone's faces as they 
were genuinely thrilled to be there. 

As I got up to announce the closing 
ceremony I began to get emotional. 
It was an ethereal experience to see 
everyone there because they weren' t 
supporting me but instead they were 
helping the kids of St.Jude. Overall we 
ended up raising $ 10,433.14, which 
exceeded our goal of $10,000. For a first 
year organization I thought we would 
never get to that level. I cannot wait to 
double our goal next year. It's because 
of programs like Up ' til Dawn and the 
incredible and dedicated students of the 
University <?fTan1pa that no child will 
ever die in the dawn o f life. 

Khadijah Khan can be reached at 
khad ijah.khan@them i nareton I ine.com 

• stay up for good • 
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Greek Community Performs in Variety Show 
T his year at the Univers ity 
of Tampa's annual Greek 
Week, a ll Greek organizat io ns 
were given the theme of "The 
Hunger Games" they were then 
placed into different dis tricts . 
Students competed with their 
district throughout the week 
in events like chariot races, 
tug of war, penny wars and 
their biggest event the Greek 
Variety Show, to win points for 
their d istrict. Throughout the 
week these students a lso raised 
money. The Greek community 
raised over $6,800 for Re lay 
for Life , which they announced 
a t the Greek Variety Show. The 
winner of Greek Week's Most 
Spirited Award was Dis trict 11 , 
the winner of Greek Week was 
District Two and then w inne r 
of the Greek Variety Show was 
District Three. 

Photos courtesy of Daniel Muno: 

INFORMATION 

~ POLICE BEAT 

Huge Not Drugs, Please! 
On Feb, 16, RA on duty requested a 
room search possible drug violation. 

Request for Refund From Apple 
On Feb. 17, student reported his 
lpad and his roommate's laptop 
went temporarily missing from his 
room. 

WIid Goose Chase 
On Feb. 19, a student reported his 
vehicle damaged while parked in the 
West Parking Garage. 

Reports compiled by Zoe Fowler 

WOAHH BUDDY 
On Feb. 21, a non-student visitor 
brought a firearm into a residence 
hall. 

Someone Forgot School Shopping 
On Feb. 21, a student reported his 
backpack stolen. 

Go Team! 
On Feb. 21 , a non student suspect 
in several criminal mischief 
incidents was identified by the 
Tampa Police Department. 

• STUDENT GOVERNMENT 

Relay for Life 
Sign up for Relay for Life at relayforlife.org/utfl. The event is on 
April 18-19 201 5. 

• 
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Ina Kaur: Mixes Media in Art, Classes 

Professor Kaur leaches 2D and 3D classes and 11ses multiple medi11ms in her own artwork. 

By JORDAN WALSH 
A&E Writer 

Newly tenured art professor 
Ina Kaur, in her fifth year at the 
University of Tampa, continues to 
make progress in her studio and 
fine art pursuits while also working 
to expand and improve the art 
department's newer printmaking 
program. 

While Kaur's specialty at UT 
is in the 2D and printmaking 
spheres, she is .very invested in 
incorporating different media into 
her work. Some of her "hybrid 

medium" pieces use 2D and 3D 
elements, turning an otherwise flat 
image into a multilayered creation. 
This is especially true in her piece 
"Individual/Collective," composed 
of a mixture of paper she made 
herself, magnets and thread to create 
a stack of intricate blending. 

"I am always interested 
in learning a new medium to 
incorporate in my work," Kaur said. 
"Currently I am exploring handmade 
paper and ceramics works and am 
eagerly waiting to see how it will all 
come together in my next project." 

Kaur came to UT in 20 IO after 
receiving her master of fine arts at 
Purdue University in 2003 and her 
bachelor 's from Punjab University 
in Chandigarh, Indi a . The change in 
geographic and cu ltural environment 
hea v ily influenced Kaur's art. 

''The work in es ti ga tes the 
synthesis between binary oppos itions 
such as: East-West, local-global , 
ancient-modern, oriental-occidental, 
and how they coexist. It attempts 
lo blur the boundaries between 
mediums and materials , and 
symbolically express my hybrid 
identity," stated Kaur 's website. 

At UT, Kaur teaches beginning 
and advanced drawing and 
printmaking as we ll as more 
specialized courses in lithography 
and etching. · 

"Printmaking at UT has been 
developed from the ground up, 
including the lab setup, equipment, 
and new course developments ," Kaur 
said. 

Dante Benvenuto, senior drawing 
and art therapy major, calls Kaur 
"respectable, honest and extremely 
hardworking." Benvenuto works 
under Kaur as a student and stud io 
assistant. 

"Ina goes beyond her duties as a 
teacher to help students," Benvenuto 
said. "She pushes her students to the 
best of their abilities helping them 
strive for excellence." 

Kaur is set to contribute to a 

project entitled' Mondo Tondo" 
with 20 other artists from around 
the country, according to her 
website. The project wil l be 
composed of impressions and prints 
all contained within a circular film 
canister. 

With all she' s involved with at 
UT and beyond , Ina Kaur is excited 
to be a part of the university 
family. 

"It has bee n an honor to be 
a part of UT community and a 
rewarding experience to have such 
great colleagues and students," 
Kaur said. 

Jordan Walsh can be reached at 
jordan. walsh@spartans .ut.edu 

Pho10 co11rtesy of Ina Kaur 
lndivid11a//co/lective is a piece in Ka11r 's mixed me
dia collection. 

Holocaust Survivor Inspires, Cooks at Hillel Event 
By ARIEL HERNANDEZ 
News Writer 

" You see it in the books; you read 
words " said Marie Silvernrnn, Holocaust 
survivor. "But then I come to you ... I 
speak to you, and you knm I was there. 
You know that there is meaning, that a 
body was there. ' 

On Sunday, The University of 
Tampa's Hillel student organization, 
welcomed Silverman, 84, to speak to 
the students and tell her story. The event 
began with Si lverman and friend Donna 
E. Fletcher, a worker at the Florida 
Holocaust Museum, interacting with the 
student by preparing a popular Jewish 
di sh called Kugel. As the kugel cooked 
in the oven Silvemrnn proceeded to tell 
her story. 

Who is Silverman? 
In 1941 , Si lvennan escaped from a 

concentration camp after fi e months 
in Belgium when she was 9 years old 
alongside her 5-year-old sister Jeanette . 
Although her mother was able to get 
both her and h r sister out of the camp, 
she left her children in the hands of the 
resistance where they traveled to Va1111es, 
France. She left her children a second 
time to return to the camps to help her 
husband escape. 

When both of her parents escaped, 
they were at another underground group 
in ice, France which was close to 
where Silverman was. With the help of 
the resistance, her parents were ableJ o 
send notes back and forth with the girls. 
When Silvem1an and her parents were 
reunited again, it wasn't long before 
her father passed away because of the 
mistreatment in the camp. The resistance 
buried her father in Franz, France, under 

a false name. When the war was over, 
Silverman 's mother dug-up her father 
and buried him in Metz, France, where 
his sister was. 

Not too long after, her mother found 
out that that the Nazis were rounding 
up the Jews so she managed to find 
Silvennan 's aunt and uncle, who escaped 
from Belgium to Spain. Her mother 
sent the two g irls with a courier who 
managed to safely get them to Barcelona. 
Although Silvennan and her sister 
made it to Spain, her aunt and uncle 
were trying to get out of Spain because 
th y were near the border of Gennany. 
Because her uncle was in the dining 
bu iness, he was able to get both himself 
and his wife papers, from the diners, to 
Ira cl to Canada. However, he could only 
get the girls papers to travel to th U.S. 

The four then traveled lo Port11gal 
,vhere they boarded a boat to the U.S. 
After two weeks on the boat, they mad 
it to Philade lphia. Her aunt and uncle 
proceeded to Canada, leaving the girls 
on the dock until the American Refugee 
Council found them and took them to an 
orphanage in Ne, Jersey. Silverman and 
her sister were put into a foster home in 
Providence, Rhode Island where they 
lived until their mother came to the U.S. 
and reunited with them five years later. 

Although Silvem1an, then 13, 
never forgot her experiences as a child 
she managed to live a semi-nornrnl 
teenage life as she joined the swim and 
cheerleading team in her high school. 

" Hitler didn't do his j ob on us," 
Silvem1an said. " We showed him a thing 
or two." 

Today, Silverman speaks at the 
Florida Holocaust Museum twice-a
month, telling her story to children of all 

Alexa11d1m ,I farri11 1 nl<' ,\/in<»r.'1 
Sifren11a11 sat dQ\m 111i1h /-Iii/el member. and talkd abo111 her e:i:perie11ces clw·i11g the /-/olocamt a11d) ('<D'S 1hat fol/U\ 1·<!d 

ages. She feels that people n ed to know 
what transpired because a lot of people 
deny it. Although she is alive and,_ e ll 
Silvem1an still g t emotional when 
talking about her experience. 

" When I speak to a group of children 
l feel like I'm there again," Silvennan 
said. " It 's like I' m still living it." 

Silvennan also speaks at schools 
within the Tampa area. With the help 
of Donna and Robert Fletcher, workers 
at the Florida Holocaust Museum and 
Silvemrnn's longtime fri ends, she is able 
to travel and share her story. 

"Marie's story is very important,' 
Fletcher said. "She has great stamina, 
had a great recovery and tried to live a 
nonnal life. It's scary. Probably scarier 
today when you realize what took place 
back then ." 

• Silverman's story has touched many 

people. A elementary school she had 
once vi ited called her back and put 
together a presentation where they gi fled 
a go ld chain with a ·: iolin pendant. The 
violin, a something Silvemrnn loved a 
a child and had to leave behind because 
it was too much ofa load duri ng the 
escape. Her father promised to get her a 
new on , but under those circumstances, 
he couldn' t. The children were 
emotionally impacted by her. 

" I am inspired by Marie's story," 
said Bari Markowitz, senior president 
of Hillel. "We've never had this kind of 
etient before and . it makes me happy that 
we did this." 

Ariel Hernandez can be reached at ariel. 
hemandez@spartans.ut.edu 
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'Around the World' Relay 
to Be Held in April 

From RELAY Page 1 

in my family." Fabian said. " It ·s good to know 
that I'm making a difforence and I'm helping 
contribute to something that affects so many 
people, because [cancer] really does affect 
everyone in some way. Being a part of the 
committee means that we have to nOl only put 
on the event, but make sure we get participants 
and people to fundraise. " 

Fabian 's personal donation page has 
surpassed the fundraising of the top non
committee team by almost $400.11,e riext 
highest fundraiser after Fabian is the event 
leader, Leah Kedzuf. Kedzuf, a junior 
entrepreneurship major, has raised $1 JXX). 

"I wanted to be able to help support such 
an aniazing cause and several of my family 
members have had or have cancer so 1 wanted 
to give back in any way I could," Kedzuf said. 
'Then this year I was asked 10 be the event lead 
and was so OOllOl\,"Ci and then unfortunately 
my mom was diagnosed with cancer and so 
my fight became even more meaningful and 
personal." 

The Relay for Life committee gathered 
clubs and organizations on campus, from the 
ITT F1Shing Club to the Spanish Dance Team, 
to raise money and support in the fight against 
cancer. 

Proceeds from Relay for Life go to the 
American C"Ulcer Society, which fi.rnds research 
and a number of services and programs. One 
such service is Hope Lodge, a facility that gives 
cancer patients a free place to stay when they 
travel away from home for treatments and have 
no where to stay or way to pay. 

With Relay for Life, the fund.raising doesn't 
stop. The actual event will take place starting at I 
pm. on April 18 in Pepin Stadium and the theme 
is "Around the Worid." F.ach team will set up a 
booth that reflects the specific counny that the 
team has chosen, and they will continue to raise 

moriey by selling goods or services like food 
or face-painting. While some tean1mates are 
working the booths. others will take laps along 
the track. 

'11,e good parts are seeing all of the diings 
the teams come up with as fundraisers and 
getting to hang out with different people and 
working with people on the committee. TI,e 
luminaria ceremony is really cool," Fabian said. 
"All the lights go dark in the stadium and around 
the stadium and we light all of the bags and we 
sit in silence to reflect on all the people who 
have fought cancer, are fighting, lost dieir batde. 
won their batde. It's a really powerful moment 
because it truly speaks to what the disease is 
doing to everyo:ie and how we have an impact." 

John Trendowski,a juniorbiology major 
and chemisny minor,joined the Relay for Life 
committee during his freshman year as a way to 
get more involved on campus. Ln his three years 
on the committee, he has learned the importance 
of fundraising. 

''11,e hardest thing about fundraising is 
staying motivated. Sometimes after reaching 
a goal that you set for yourself to fundraise or 
sometimes you run out of people to ask to for 
donations you can become less motivated to still 
fw1draise,"Trendowski said. "[You need to] stay 
persistent in your fundraising efforts." 

ln the past, Trendowski worked in the 
survivor and caregiver committee, however this 
year, he says dlat he doesn't have a specific job 
description. Rather, lie chooses to help out in any 
ways he can, from planning to tabling. 

''11,e committee has been working really 
hard to put on the whole event," Fabian said. 
"I'm just excited to see it come together and see 
all the teams and have them get excited for relay 
and raise money for a really good cause and 
have a really good time." 

Bianca Lopez can be readied at biancalopez.@ 
spartans.uLedu 

THE MINARET I MARCH 5 2015 5 

CMF winner to produce 
sequel in Hollywood 

From TINY TAMPA Page 1 

whole school to see," Moll said. "After seeing 
everyone's reaction to my film, I knew diat this 
was what I wanted to do. It's such an amazing 
feeling when someone genuinely likes what 
you have created." 

Growing up, Moll was always changing 
his mind about his future career. Nevertheless, 
whether he wanted to be like Steve Irwin from 
"Tiie Crocodile Hunter" or like the lawyers 
on "Law & Order," he was always led back to 
film. 

"All diese Lhi1igs I wanted to be, I was 
inspired from TV shows," Moll said. ''11ien I 
realized that through film, l could just create all 
of I.hat." 

Although this wasn't the first year Moll 
placed in die top 16 during the MovieFest 
premiere, he was not expecting to take first 
place. "I don't want to sound conceited, but 
I was very optimistic about my film and was 
betting that it would win for best editing," Moll 
said. "But I was extremely shocked and happy 
when diey announced 'Tmy Tampa" as the 
first-place winner. I really pushed myself this 
year to do somed1ing different, which paid off 
in the end." 

Moll endured obstacles during shooting, 
such as the astro lapse scene. Moll gave it this 
name because of the night-sky scene showing 
stars moving at a fast speed. It's basically the 
same d1ing as a time lapse. 

"It took me over two hours to create the 

astro lapse scene because I had to take at least 
500 pictures for it," he said. "Also, location 
scouting was difficult. A lot of places I wanted 
to film were restricted, so I had to find my way 
around that." 
· Christian Fernandez, a UT alumnus and 

one of Moll's friends, accomp,'111ied him to 
Kissimmee, where he captured several astro 
time lapses for "Tiny Tampa." Shooting this 

scene was scary at times, Fernandez said. 
"We went out onto this wooded tra.il by 

his house there, and it was pretty freaky,'' 
Fernandez said. " It was dark, and we would 
hear sounds and get creeped out. But when we 
would see a picture that the camera was taking 
of the stars, it was beautifi.rl and very much 
worth it." 

Moll's dream is to become a fi lmmaker 
in Hollywood. He wants to focus on narrative 
work such as cinematography and directing. 

"Hisham has a taste for projects that 
require learning something new," said alumnus 
David Rinere, who met Moll when they 
took Sound, Image and Motion. "He sees 
something he likes and tries to make it special, 
and it works!" 

Moll has started work on 'Tmy Tampa 
Part Two" and also plans to work on Cairo 
Time Lapse when he returns 10 Egypt this 
summer. 

Tmy Tampa and other ITT films can be 
viewed at bit1y/lJfMovieFest2015. 

Madison Irwin can be reached at madison. 
irwin@spart.ans.uLedu 
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DIVERSIONS 

ON CAMPUS 
MARCH6 
Shabbat 
Join Hillel at their monthly Shabbat with 
great food and friends in the Rathskellar. 
The event is open to the public and begins 
at 6:00 p.m. 

MARCH6 
Levin Financial Interviews 
Levin Financial will offer on-campus 
interviews to students interested in intern 
or full-time positions. The interviews will 
take place in Riverside Room # 116. 

MARCH8 
PEACE Meeting 
Join the PEACE Volunteer Center's 
Community Committee in Sykes Chapel 
to discuss service opportunities. The 
meeting takes place from 7:00 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m. 

MARCH 10 
RHA Weekly Meeting 
Residence Hall Association brings 
together all the halls to discuss issues and 
upcoming student events. The meeting 
takes place in Brevard Community Room 
from 8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

OFF CAMPUS 
MARCH S 
Rock the Park 
This free monthly concert coincides 
with Beer Week and will feature The 
Pretty Voices, Sammy White and more. 
The event begins at 6:30 p.m. and furry 
friends are welcome. 

MARCH? 
Gasparllla Music Festival 
This annual festival, held in the Curtis 
Hixon Waterfront Park, offers two days 
of Tampa music, food and culture. 
Headliners this year include Modest 
Mouse, Mutemath, Gogol Bordello and 
more. 

MARCH8 
Dall & DaVlncl 
The Invention of Art exhibit at the Dali 
Museum, running through July 26, 
showcases how the two artists used math, 
anatomy and visual perspective. Visit 
thedali.org for more information. 

MARCH II 
Gutenberg! The Musical 
This meta two-man musical about 
characters auditioning for a play about 
printing press inventor Johannes 
Gutenberg will be held at the American 
Stage Theatre Co. in St. Petersburg. 
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Pho10 by Raeshaad Long 
The womens basketball team coasts to a 70-50 victory over Barry on Senior night (Feb. 28). This was the Lady Spartans final home game of the 2015 regular season. 
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'Dark Sky Paradise' Brings Out 
Big Sean's Best 
By JORDAN LLANES 
Asst. Sports Editor 

Big Sean's latest album, "Dark Sk-y 
Paradise," is his masterpiece. It is, 
in fact, the culmination of his ascent 
to becoming one ofrap's biggest 
names~ just look at the list of the 
featured artists on this album. Some 
of the industry 's biggest stars, such as 
Drake, Kanye West, Lil Wayne and John 
Legend make appearances, along with 
other well-known artists such as E-40, 
Jhene Aiko Chris Brown and Ty Dolla 
Sign. Their talents, combined with Big 
Sean's rene\ ed focus on words that 
have both coherence and meaning and 
a background track which fits the tone 
of each song, are what makes "Dark 
Sky Paradise" reign supreme over every 
effort that the Santa Monica-born rapper 
has released. 

Following the brash introduction 
"Dark Sky (Skyscrapers)," Drizzy 
pops in fo r a collaboration entitled 
"Blessings." Unlike Big Sean's rise to 
the top, Drake s , as meteoric. However, 
their combined presence on the track is 
a powerhouse. After Big Sean's opening 
verse in which he proclaims, "For 
my n***"'s who gon go to Hell and 
back for me/ l 'mma give 'em Heaven 
on Earth/ Or a hell of a check yeah 
whichever come first ," Drake follows 
with a flow of his ow11: 'You gotta come 
to my side and see how we live, yeah/ 
I cannot see Heaven being much better 
than this yeah." The hook in which 
both rappers state that they are in fact 
"blessed" is just icing on the cake. 

'"All Your Fault " the album's third 
song, features Kanye and as you might 

expect he dominates the beginning of 
the song, but Big Sean steals the track 
right back once he begins his verse. 
The two stars go head to head on the 
final set of lines, both clashing and 
harmonizing simultaneously. This is 
followed by "I Don't F0 k With You," 
another collaboration with a talented 
artist in E-40. This is arguably the 
album's biggest hit yet, as Vine videos 
all over the internet belt out "I don't 
f**k with you!" 

The album's fifth song aJso 
features other artists: Brown and 
Ty Dolla Sign show up on "Play No 
Games." Unlike the previous three 
collaborations on the album, Big Sean 
does most of the heavy lifting lyrically. 
Do Ila Sign's riff at the end of the 
song echoes Big Sean's message, and 
Brown's hook flows with ease alongside 
Big Sean s words. This is followed 
by "Paradise," which is the second 
solo effort of the album. This is a loud 
affirmation of Big Sean s lifestyle today, 
as well as essentially te lling his critics 
to shut up. 

5 out of 5 stars 

After the outlandishness of 
' Paradise," Big Sean follows with "Win 

ome Lose Some, ' which slows down 
the tempo big time. Even though she 
isn ' t credited on this track Aiko pops 
up echoing Big Sean's lyrics whi le the 
slow background music calmly marches 
along. ' Stay Down" is the album 's 
eighth song and is not only the best 

solo effort on the album, but the album's 
best song, period. It mixes together 
everything that makes a typical Big 
Sean song: slowed down background 
instrumentals a steady stream words 
that pack a punch and a simple refrain 
that brings home the song's message. He 
closes the song with this phrase: 'Girls 
handing me their heart how could l not 
break that s"""t?' Better not let Ariana 
Grande hear that last line, Sean. 

"I Know" features Aiko and this 
track definitely bears her style , which 
has some similarities with Big Sean s. 
The song opens up , ith Big Sean 
s~ating, "I know you 've been goin ' 
through some things, uh huh/ I know 
you don't even lo e the same, do you, 
do you?/ I kno, you ' ve been runnin' 
on empty, runnin ' on empty." However, 
Aiko easily ho.Ids her own, countering 
with: "I know you ve been going 
through some thangs wanna get away/ 
Baby let me be your vacation . ' The 
slo, , bass-heavy beat accentuates the 

sexually charged exchanges between 
the two artists. Along with .. Blessings" 
this is the best collaboration on the 
album. 
Next up is "Deep" featuring Lil 
Wayne, which features a background 
tune that's dark and moody, but that 
just fits Weezy's persona. It's also 
a classic matchup between two rap 
heavyweights: Big Sean leads off with 
the intro, hook and his own verse, 
followed by a team-up of both rappers 
on the ensuing hook, and Lil Wayne's 
own verse right afterwords. Much like 
the other collaborations, the two of 
them work off each other extremely 
well. 

The album closes out on a strong 
note with ' 'One Man Can Change The 

World" featuring John Legend and 
West and "Outro,' which is a strong yet 
simple solo effort that finishes , ith a 
flourish. "One Man Can Change The 
World" is the most powerful and soulful 
message on the album. In the song, Big 
Sean discusses his own life at length, 
and also delivers a strong message to 
his listeners. Legend and West alternate 
hooks to close out the song, which 
makes Big Sean 's message in the song 
even stronger. "Outro " , hich is also 
known as "Dark Sky Paradise" as well , 
is an introspective one-verse track 
which features some of Big Sean's 
best words on the album, and is an apt 
way to finish off which should now 
be known as his finest piece of work 
yet. This album truly is a "Dark Sk-y 
Paradise. ' 

Jordan Llanes can be reached at Jordan. 
I lanes@them inareton I ine.com 

Divers Makes Premier By Saying 'Hello Hello' 
Divers dishes out 
a taste of indie 
rock and punk on 
debut album "Hello 
Hello." 

By JORDAN WALSH 
Arts + Entertainment Writer 

The debut full -length from 
Portland band Di ver combines 
a class ic American rock and roll 
sen ibility, ith a taste for punk, 
blues. and indi e textures. "Hello 
Hello ' is a wond,erful first r cord 
that seenr1s to be a signal for truly 
incredible music to come howcasing 
Di ers as a definite band to , atch. -

'Hello Hello s lowly burns to 
Ii fe with intro track " Geta, ay," a 
short son g that showcases the band 's 

ersatility in a surprisingly uniform 
fashion. ' Getaway starts off as a 
sparsely strummed ac oustic affair 
before picking up a tomping, echoing 
ba s dr um bea t. That beat builds 

I am s low! as th e tray pan of th 
song- the minor elec tr ic nuance . the 
ful l- bodied bass gu itar pulse - merge 
toge the r and " etaway ·• reaches ::in 
unde r tat ed rock apex. Th i apex 
di appea r a quick ly a it ome 
to fruition and the ong is over. It 

sounds like a no-brainer concept, but 
the importance of a "hook ' at the 
beginning of an a lbum especially for 
a band as young and small as Di ers, 
is essential. "Geta, ay ' is the sound 
of the band dra, ing you in quickly 
and seamlessly-not , ith an earworm 
chorus but , ith an intimate and 
engaging introduction . 

Luckily the in1ro track isn ' t 
mi s leading in its qual ity, as the nine 
track that follow it make for a roc k 
solid debut rock and roll record. 
Di, er takes cu es from bands like The 
Gaslight Anthem and The Menzingers 
in its ability to merge punk tendencies 
, ith the style of heartland rock 
Bruce Springsteen perfected in the 
"70s and '80s. Lead s inger Harrison 
Rapp ' s vocal style is dry- throat d 
but fl exible enough to nail the big 
anthematic choruses in tracks like 
" Lacuna' and " Blood Song. ' Theres 
enough sonic variability here to keep 
" Hello Hello"' interesting-e pecially 
noteworthy is the bluesy groove o f 
" Last Dance." 

*** 3 0111 of 5 stars 

T he reco rdi ng ty le of '"He llo 
Hello" is definitely homegrown
somet imes th mix i very mudd and 
the d ifferen t elements ee m to me ld 
into one ort of bland wash . Howe er, 

these moments are 
easy to o erlook , and 
for the most part the 
sparse production 
va lu e is to the benefit 
of Divers ' blood-
fi lied rock tomp. The 
recording sounds like 
a live performance
occasionally som 
things are so loud 
the nuance s are lost, 
bur it' hard to be too 
disappointed when 
there s so much to mo e 
and ing along to. 

Di ers i a t it be t 
when th e ' re lettin g thi 
live sensibility run th e 
how , hen e ery thing 

feel s loose and breezy. " Lacuna is 
certainly a hi ghlight for this reason, 
flaunting an especiall y Gasli ght 
Anthem-esque chorus. " Tracks' i 
also a winner in this departm ent 
a summary, rubber rolling on the 
pavement kind o f song. 

Whi le " Hello Hello ' is certainl y 
a good int roduction , ye t i1 does see m 
to lack a ort o f individuali1y. This 
is und erstand ab l fo r a oung band 
li ke Di ers stil l look in g to fi nd it 
di tin cti ve sound . Howe \·er. it do 
lea ea lit tl e to b des ired wh en 
there ar band like The Hold teady 
worki ng in the ame rea lm of rock 
mu sic and makin g in credible work . At 

the same time though , this can be an 
exciting notion, since the band has a 
who I career in front of it. 

lbum closer· Stateline ' reflec1s 
thi s excitement for the future
erupting into rock and roll chaos 
in its la t moments before cutting 
off. Here , it ounds a if Di vers is 
building toward something great 
and n w. bu t th e band leaves thi 
ta tement un fi ni h d. With a grea t 
ta n like '·He ll o Hello'· und r its be lt, 

it fee l afe to be1 on Divers · ab ili ty 
to fol low through wo nderful! . 

Jo rdan\ alsh can be reached a1 
Jordan. wa I sh@ t hem i na reto n Ii ne.co m. 
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Great Escape Room: Puzzling, Challenging Fun 
By MIA GLATTER 
Editor-in-Chief 

The nine of us could fee l one 
another's anxiety as we s tared 
desperately at the fi nal clue. T he last 
com bination lock that would s urely 
provide our freedom was mocking 
us, and the florescent numbers on 
the timer were reaching dangerously 
c lose to the one minute mark. 
Although we were all aware that this 
was a game and that we would be le t 
out e ithe r way, the stakes felt high 
and real and none of us wanted to go 
home without the g lory of escaping. 

This is the appeal o f The Great 
Escape Room, a real-life room escape 
game that puts up to 12 people 
agains t a series of puzzles, and 
solving them is the only way to win. 

The Minaret took a diverse group 
of nine people to the new location in 
downtown Tampa, on the third floor of 
an office building, around the comer 
from Taco Bus. We participated in the 
soft opening and although the waiting 
room was not fully decorated, it gave 
off a spooky vibe that heightened our 
excitement. We all signed waivers that 
pro tected The Great Escape Room in 
case we were hurt, and then we were 
led into the room. 

Poised and eager, we lis tened 
to the ladies in charge reading the 
ins tructions. We were allowed to 
touch, move and bas ically ransack the 
room looking for clues to solve the 
four puzzles. The voice o f Sherlock 
Holmes came over a gramophone 
and gave us a backstory. Once they 
started the clock, we were off. It 
was liberating to be allowed and 
even encouraged to wreck a very 
neatly organized room. We looked 
through books, turned over tables and 
removed drawers from desks. Once 

we found all the clues, we split into 
groups to solve the puzzles, which 
(without giving too much away) 
involved some math, some geograplhy 
and a lot of teamwork. There was 
a worker in the room with us to 
make sure we did not try to destroy 
something that wasn't relevant to the 
puzzles. She was also the re to provide 
three hints, if we were able to find 
the three magnifying glasses hidden 
among the other c lues .. We only 
fo und two, but those two hints were 
very much needed. Other than that, 
s he did not try to interfere o r he lp 
us solve the puzzles. Although from 
her perspective, it must have been 
entertaining watching me desperately 
inspecting a chair in an attempt to 
find a c lue that wasn ' t there. 

Our la rge and multi-talented group 
was the key to our eventual success. 
We had enough people with different 
inte llectual strengths to solve all 
four puzzles at once. Not to brag, 
but the mnemonic device I learned in 
e lementary school about the order of 
the planets he lped us c rack one code. 

The Great Escape Room advertises 
the event as one that helps build 
teamwork among groups or co
workers, and after completing the 
challenge, I can see why. It made 
us rely on each other to fill in the 
knowledge we didn' t know and it felt 
great to make it out. If you' ve ever 
wanted to fee l like Sherlock Holmes, 
then take a group to The Great Escape 
Room and see if you can beat our 
time o f one minute and nine seconds. 
Although be warned : It was anything 
but e lementary, my dear readers. 

Mia Glatter can be reached at Mia. 
G latter@theminaretonline.com 

The Great Escape Room/ tltegreatescaperoom.com 
Tickets for the The Great Escape Room are $28 and I 0% off on purchases of IO tickets. 

Ronson Showcases the Power of Public Shaming 

Jon Ronson's newest 
book talks public 
shaming in today's 
social media. 
By KARA DELEMEESTER 
Arts + Entertainment Writer 

Jon Ronson, a Welsh journalist, 
author, documentary filmmaker and 
radio presenter famous for his book 
The Men Who Stare at Goats, became 
first interested in public shaming when 
three young academics from Warwick 
University had created a spambot twitter 
account under Ronson 's name. The 
account used a computer program that 
would randomly generate tweets about 
mundane everyday things-things that 
the real Jon Ronson was not actually 
doing, and had no real interest in. 
Ronson asked the three academics to 
get rid of the account, but they refused. 
Ronson then requested to record an 
interview with the young men, which 
he eventually posted on YouTube, 
and which resulted in an onslaught of 
comments that ultimately shamed the 
young men into deactivating the account. 
Ronson's nev,, novel "So You've Been 
Publicly Shamed," released March 3 I, 
breaches this issue of shaming. 

With the increasing popularity of 
social media, specifically Twitter, large 
corporations and famous individuals 
suddenly became accessible to anyone 
with a computer and internet access. 
Digital mobs have been known to attack 
celebrities who make inappropriate 
comments or companies whose 
employees don't handle an incident 
well. These public shamings often result 
in a public apology or compensation 

through money or services. The mobs 
behind these public shamings often feel 
like digital superheroes who are fighting 
to right wrongs and rid society of the 
injustices and ignorance it is plagued by. 
Ronson himself even admits to partaking 
in some of these Twitter crusades. 
What Ronson set out to investigate was 
extreme instances of public shaming that 
resulted in actual harm. 

He writes, " I suppose that when 
shamings are delivered like remotely 
administered drone strikes nobody 
needs to think about how ferocious 
our collective power might be. 
The snowflake never needs to feel 
responsible for the avalanche." 

Ronson talked to a journalist who'd 
been caught fabricating Bob Dylan 
quotes in his book" Imagine: How 
Creativity Works," as well as three 
different people who made distasteful 
jokes that cost them the ir jobs, and 
several other people who had, for 
one reason or another, been publicly 
shamed. Max Mosley, a Formula 
One motor racing chief, re fused to 
be ashamed when he was exposed 
as an active member of the BDSM 
community through a sex scandal 
result ing from a breach in his privacy. 
Justine Sacco, on the other hand, 
tweeted a poorly executed joke about 
white privilege that resulted in the loss 
of her dream job and her reputation. 
Ronson a lso wrote about severa l 
journalists who'd comm itted suicide 
after they'd been caught in lies, the ir 
c redibility ruined, their career over. 

Public shaming was a common 
punishment since the late 1800s. In the 
past, criminals were locked in stockades 
and publicly whipped, but this form of 
punishment was eventua lly phased out 
when it was realized to be too harsh. 

Ted Poe, a former judge in Houston, 
TX, was known for his humiliating 
punishments in the '80s and '90s. Poe 
made a young man who killed a fami ly 
while drunk driving hold a sign stating 
his crime in front of a high school. 
These sentences were o ften seen as 
cruel because of their humiliating 
nature , but Poe's statistics proved that 
the majority of the people he sentenced 
in this way were not repeat offenders. 
The embarrassment made them never 
want to commit a crime again. 

Meanwhile, studies have been 
conducted that show that vio lence in 
prisons stems from public shaming. 
The dehumanization that some inmates 
experience through guard-on-prisoner 
brutality results in a shame so deep that 
the inmates will commit acts of violence 
j ust to feel respected again. This raised 
another question for Ronson. When do 
we cross the line from humiliation to 
dehumanization? How far is too far? 

Ronson was also surprised to 
discover that crimes that are generally 
seen as more severe by society aren't 
necessarily the crimes that individuals 
are shamed for. When a small-town 
Maine prostitute's client list was 
d iscovered, the people on the list, 
some of them prominent figures in that 
community, were terrified o f the public 
shame they assumed would come for 
them. However, the people on the list 
went to court, paid their fines and were 
soon forgotten about. That same year, 
Lindsey Stone, a woman with a passion 
for working with adults with learning 
disabilities, posted a picture that ruined 
her life. Stone and her friend like to 
jokingly defy authority by posting 
pictures of themselves being disobedient, 
like smoking next to "No Smoking'' 
signs. When Stone took a group of adults 

r ,,,c.,,,.,,, ",r • ,o,r ,r ,,. , ~ 

JON RONSON 

with learning disabilities to Washington, 
D.C., her friend snapped a picture of 
Stone pretending to )'~11 and holding up 
a middle finger in front of a "Silence 
and Respect" sign at Arlington National 
Cemetery. While frequent clients of 
a prostitute paid their fines and were 
forgotten, Stone lost her job and didn't 
leave her house for a year. 

This introspective and brutally honest 
look into the rebirth of public shaming 
makes readers think about the power 
behind their twitter handles. Ronson 
writes, "We have always had some 
influence over the justice system, but for 
the first time in 180 years ... we have the 
power to detennine the severity of some 
punishments. And so we have to think 
about what level of mercilessness we 
feel comfortable with." 

Kara Dele111eester can be reached at 
Kara.delemeester@spartans.ut.edu. 
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'Lazarus Effect' Suffers, Too Much Hide and Seek 
By SAMMI BRENNAN 
Arts + Entertainment Writer 

A recurring theme of the horror 
movie franchise is that playing God 
comes with consequences. We've seen 
this all too many times. However, 
"Lazarus Effect" manages to bring 
some originality into the equation. 
Hindered by a PG-13 rating, the film 
does its best to work with what it has. 
In other words, I respect "The Lazarus 
Effect" for trying. 

** 2 011/ of 5 stars 

Zoe (Olivia Wilde) and her husband 
Frank (Mark Duplass) are two 
ambitious medical researchers striving 
to give others a second chance at Ii fe. 
Along with their colleagues C lay 
(Evan Peters), Niko (Donald Glover) 
and the intern, Eva (Sarah Bolger), the 
team works towards bringing the dead 
back to life. Once they resurrect Rocky 
the dog, a subsequent experiment 
causes Zoe to get electrocuted and a 
distraught Frank abuses his newfound 
knowledge to raise Zoe from the 
dead as wel l. Slowly, an evil force 
consumes Zoe, and the team learns 
their lesson. 

The star-studded cast definilely 
contributes to the film, despite there 
being little depth in characterization. 
The writers sprinkle little bits of 
character conflicts and just assume 
the audience will interpret the severity 
of it without actually seeing anything 
on screen. From what we know, 
Niko is in love with Zoe, which is 
only addressed during a late-night 
sushi scene. Also during that scene, 
Zoe tells Niko that the research has 

distracted Frank from marrying her. 
The chemistry is too forced, not due 
to the acting, but due to the absurd 
dialogue. The writers spend too much 
time trying to make their characters 
sound intelligent so when they actually 
have unscientific conversations, it 
is rather uncomfortable. As if this 
needed clarification, the writers 
include a geeky board game and World 
of Warcraft just to reveal how nerdy 
their characters are. Clay making 
snarky comments while smoking his 
e-cigarette is enough to make anyone 
roll their eyes. 

The film also suffers from the 
hide-and-seek aspect. Towards the 
end, there are so many blackouts 
that you just want Zoe to come out 
and kill everyone already. We get 
it, she can turn off the lights. A few 
lights flickering here and there are 
eerie, but that shouldn't be the sole 
element to make this film suspenseful. 
Zoe's hollow black eyes and web-
like dark veins are reminiscent of 
"X-Men" character the Phoenix, and 
I kept hoping for more, maybe some 
fangs or sharp claws ... anything. If 
the film is going to be flooded with 
jump scares, then make the audience 
actually fear what they are seeing, 
not just experience the sudden jolt 
and move on. These jump scares are 
entirely predictable and reminiscent 
of other films. Niko's pig mask 
gives an unneeded salute to the Saw 
franchise. A death early on happens 
to be sufficiently chilling as well as 
creative, which the film needed but 
fai led to utilize throughout its run. 

When all is said and done said, 
"The Lazarus Effect" is definitely 
entertaining. The movie incorporates 
the argument of science versus religion 

LazarusEffect/ 1wit1e r.co111 
Lazarus Effect. directed by David Gelb. made over S10 millio11 in ii s opening ll"eekend. 

and one particular discussion was 
especially intr iguing. Frank explains 
to Eva that there is a white light when 
you pass away, but it is solely due to 
the DMT flooding your brain. From 
a scientific perspective, Zoe agrees, 
but she also suggests the DMT is 
facilitating the soul to move from one 
door to another. The camera constantly 
zooming in on Zoe's wedding ring and 
cross necklace throughout the film 
is no coincidence-- symbolism at its 
finest. "The Lazarus Effect" includes 
another topic of discussion as well: 
what if humans could use one hundred 
percent of their brains? Telekinesis and 
telepathy play key roles in the film. 

Zoe is also shown as being haunted 
by the same reoccurring nightmare 
before she is even brought back and 
in an effort to avoid spoilers, I will 
merely say that the explanation is 
quite interesting. Along with the jaw
dropping ending, these all work to the 
film 's advantage. 

"The Lazarus Effect" does what it 
can with the material and hindrances 
it has. Unfortunately, that is not 
enough to save the film. 

Sammi Brennan can be reached at 
Samantha.Brennan@spartans.ut.edu 

College Demographic Catches '90s Pokemon Nostalgia 
By GRIFFIN GUINTA 
Arts + Entertainment Writer 

Pokemon: We've been trying to "catch 
'em all" since we were kids. Many recall 
the days when we brought our Gameboys 
to school and traded away our Lunchables 
for that coveted holographic Mewtwo card. 
Pokemon wasn't just a game, it was a way 
oflife. And now, it's all ancient Helix fossi l 
history, right? 

Actually, no. For many young adults 
who grew up with the series, the quest 
still continues. College students across the 
globe still adore the popular franchise in 
all of its various capacities (video games, 
trading cards and a television series), which 
on the surface may seem a bit puzzling, as 
Pokemon is generally thought ofas being 
designed for a younger audience. However, 
among the highest consumers of Pokemon 
lore these days are young adults aged 19-24, 
according to gan1ing website Siliconera. 

"According to Japanese sales tracker 
Media Create, early purchasers of Pokemon 
Omega Ruby and AJpha Sapphire were 
primarily in their early twenties," the website 
stated. "This suggests that the games were 
bought primarily by returning fans of the 
original Pokemon Ruby/Sapphire, which was 
the plan all along." 

First fOLmded in 1995 by Japanese game 
designer Satoshi Tajiri and his company, 
Game Freak, Pokemon made its first 
landing as a video game for Nintendo's 
original Game Boy. For those unaware, the 
premise of the game is to capture animalistic 
creatures known as Pokemon, sharpen 
their skills by battling other trainers, and 
ultimately defeat the Elite Four Champion, 
the greatest trainer in all the land. (Aside 
from you, of course.) Additionally, players 
must colltct every speci !S of Pokemon and 
record their data in a portable encyclopedia 
known as a Pokedex. 

As of2015, the franchise has spawned 

over 40 video games, an entire trading card 
series and a television show which has been 
on air since 1998. 

Why has Pokemon still retained the 
collective admiration of our generation, you 
ask? For starters, the franchise has been 
around since the early 1990s, a decade in 
which most current college students were 
born. These days, we live in a world in 
which '90s products like Justin Timberlake, 
flannels, and crop tops remain ever-popular, 
so it should come as no surprise that 
Pokemon is still relevant as well. 

Junior musical theatre major Jessica 
Stone believes this nostalgic connection is 
what keeps Pokemon alive in our heruts after 
all these years. 

"I think that it's more popular in college 
and beyond due to the fact that the generation 
of people in this age group grew up watching 

the original episodes on television, and 
played the original games," she said. 
"ll1ere's a definite feeling of nostalgia, and 
playing Pokemon with your fiiends takes 
you back to a time when you were sitting 
within a few feet of each other, squinting at 
dark game boy color screens, connected by a 
cord that could only reach so far." 

Another contributory reason for the 
franchise's sustained popularity is its constant 
addition of new and innovative outlets for its 
fans. The franchise has over I 000 licensed 
products, including action figures, apparel, 
comic books, and more, according to a study 
by Salem State University entitled "The 
Pokemon Phenomenon." And even those 
pale in comparison to some of Pokemon's 
greater frontiers, such as an entire line of AJI 
Nippon Airways Boeing-747 jets adorned 
with Pikachu and other notable Pokemon 

Graphic by Wendy French 
The res11rga11ce of Poke111011 in popular c11/t11re has appeared in co111po11ies like Urban 0111fi11ers. 

iconography. You could say Pokemon has 
evolved (pun intended) from a modest 
handheld gan1e into a cultural phenomenon. 

"ll1e series has expanded so much. 
They've constantly been adding on to it over 
the years," said junior commw1ications major 
Matt Silverman. 

Among all else, Silvem1an thoroughly 
enjoys the immense levels of customization 
that the games bring. For him, Pokemon 
fosters creativity, community, and a bre.ak 
from the stresses of everyday college. 

"My favorite part about Pokemon is 
that you can assemble your own team and 
arrange it however you want. Also, the online 
component is fantastic. You can fight your 
friends and see who was the best, 'like no 
one ever was', if you catch my drift," he said. 
"It's just a nice adventure to take you away 
from everything." 

Somewhere along the road, it simply 
became 'cool' to start liking Pokemon 
again. What was once deemed a nerdy 
hobby, and perhaps still is considered that 
in some circles, is now an eclectic fad 
oozing with retro c1'ann. People still buy 
Nintendo OS systems for the sole reason 
of rekindling their childhood passion with 
their friends, and Pokemon fashion is still a 
common staple in stores such as Hot Topic 
and Urban Outfitters. 

As for the future of Pokemon, only time 
will tell. ll1ere's a chance that it could die as 
we millcnnials transition from l11e ncxible 
college environment into the working world. 
On the contrary, there's also a possibility that 
the big ,,~gs over at Game Freak have fotmd 
a formula bound to span the test of time. 
Perhaps the younger generation will latch on 
to the series in the same fervent manner that 
we once did. One thing is for certain, though: 
l11ere will always be more Pokemon to catch. 

Griffin Guinta can be reached at Griffin. 
guinta@theminaretonline.com 
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Gasparilla Festival of Arts Decorates Curtis Hixon Park 
The 2015 Raymond James Gaspari Ila Festival of Arts hosted hundreds of artists and took place at 
the Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park on March 1. The 45th annual festival granted a total of $75,000 
in awards, in including Carolina Cleere for Best in Show, who won $ 15,000. 

By NIKKI NUNZIO 
Photographer 

#UTSpringBreak 
Where will spring =---" ~ 
break take you? 

2015 CATEGORIES: 

Best in UT Gear 

Farthest Traveled 

Spartans in Action 

Most Philanthropic 

Best Landscape 

#utspringbreak • www.ut.edu/utspringbreak 



OPINION THE MINARET I .MARCH 5 201 s 11 

OPINION 

Weapons Not the Answer for Public Universities 

COLLEGE 
CAITLIN MALONE 
Opinion Writer 

Carrying concealed firearms could 
soon become normal for students and 
faculty members on public universities 
in Florida. Numerous debates about this 
topic are occurring across the country 
in response to the high frequency of 
college shooti ngs. 

Florida became involved in this 
debate earlier this year. In January, 
the Florida House panel voted to 
move forward a bill that would allow 
concealed-weapon permit holders 
to carry guns on public un ivers ities, 
according lo The Tampa Bay Times. 
On Feb. 16, a Senate panel narrowly 
approved the bill. The bill, llB 4005, 
states that anyone over the age of 21 
with a concealed-weapon permit would 
be allowed 10 carry a handgun into a 
public college or university facility. 
A report by the Crime Prevention 
Research Center showed that Florida 
has issued the most concealed carry 
permits at 1.28 million. 

I do know that if there was a 
shooting on campus I would feel 
much safer if I had a gun. However, 
I do not think concealed guns are the 

best solution to campus shootings. 
A better solution may be to better 
prepare campus security so students 
can feel protected and not feel the 
need to defend themselves with their 
own weapons. Giving all students 
and faculty members access to deadly 
weapons doesn' t seem safe. 

ln 2011, 1,410 weapons violations 
were reported on college campuses in 
the U.S., according to the Department 
of Education. Sixty percent of colleges 
experienced targeted violence on 
campus from the 1990s to the 2000s, 
according to another government 
report. Fifty-four percent of these 
incidents involved the use of firearms. 
The decade before that, the 1980s, 
24 percent of college campuses had 
incidents of targeted violence. That 's a 
pretty solid increase. 

The University of Tampa bans 
weapons, includi ng BB guns and toy 
guns, on campus. Students and guests 
with concealed carry weapons permits 
are not exempt from this rule. If the 
firearm is in a residence hall, vehicle 
or common space, a student or guest 
is considered to have possession of it. 
This is in compliance with Florida's 
gun law, which a lso bans firearms on 
college campuses even for those with 
concealed carry weapons permits. 

UT reported five illegal-weapo n 
referrals but no illegal-weapon arrests 
for 2013, the most recent year for 

which these statistics are listed. UT 
has never experienced a mass shooting 
that would compare to the shooting 
at Virginia Tech in 2007. Because UT 
is a private university, it is not one of 
the specific colleges in the debate to 
allow g uns on campus. Other states 
pushing for a law similar to the one 

campuses were prepared to respond to 
an active shooter incident, and only 29 
percent agreed. Making sure security 
on campus is prepared and can handle 
violent incidents is how to decrease 
campus shootings. 

I do feel safe defending myself 
with a gun because I have been around 

"I can't see how allowing 
guns on campus, period, 
would help to prevent college 
shootings in any way." 

that was recently approved by Florida 
are Arizona, Colorado, Texas, Georgia, 
Virginia, Kansas and Michigan. 

I still don' t find concealed 
\veapons an adequate solution to 
campus shootings. Campu's Safety 
Magazine recently surveyed 632 
campus protection professionals. 
Invitations to take the survey were 
sent v ia e-mail and were posted on 
CampusSafetyMagazine.com as well 
as on various social media platforms. 
They were asked if they thought their 

them and used them my whole life, 
and I would feel comfortable carrying 
a concealed weapon on campus. 
However, 1 'm not so sure I feel that 
giving everyone on campus, including 
myself, the option to carry a gun is a 
great idea. I can't see how allowing 
guns on campus, period, would help to 
prevent college shootings in any way. 

Caitlin Malone ca11 be reached at 
cai ti in. malone@spartans.ut.edu 

Google Biogs Decide to Unfairly Ban ''Adult Content'' 

TECHNOLOGY 
MARISANOBS 
Opinion Wnter 

There are a lot ofblogging platfonns 
that appeal to various demographics. One 
of the unifying themes is providing a space 
lo freely express ideas, art, culture and 
essentially any other context desired. Users 
have the opportunity to expose themselves 
lo all this and share their own in retum. 
However, one of the oldest sites, Google's 
Blogger, has decided that of March 23, 
pornographic biogs will be made private. 
Furthermore, biogs created after that date 
featuring adult content will be deleted. As a 
result of this, sexually explicit biogs will be 
completely phased out. 

At a first glance, it may seem 
reasonable that Google decided to 
implement U1is policy. Someone 
young could be browsing biogs and 
unsuspectingly click on a link that 
introduces them to a world they had 
never before seen. Then again, that can 
happen anywhere on the lntemet. This 
calls into question freedom of speech and 
expression. The very first paragraph of 
Blogger's content policy stated, "Blogger 
increases the availability of infom1ation, 
encourages healthy debate, and makes 
possible new connectinns between 
people. It is our belief that censoring this 
content is contrary to a service that bases 

itself on freedom of expression." While 
adult content may not necessarily spark 
"healthy debate" per se, it is a form of 
expression, which is why this opening 
statement sounds so contradictory. 

Exceptions can be made for purposes 
such as art, but that is left up to the 
discretion ofBlogger's employees, 
according to a statement released by Google. 
This grey area makes it difficult for bloggers 
to know when the material they post is 
acceptable or not. Someone may think 
they are within the guidelines, but then are 
suddenly made private by Blogger and lose 
a ton of readership on their blog. Links lo 
posts and pictures on private biogs will also 
become useless. It is a domino effect Uiat 
leaves everyone frustrated. Bloggers will 
now be stripped ofU1e opportunity to expose 
themselves to a wide variety of content, and 
instead will have to rely on U1e discretion of 
Blogger's employees. 

A similar debate was faced in 2013 
with Tumblr. The widely popular blogging 
site claimed it was going to remove adult 
content from searches entirely, but the 
backlash was so intense that it reverted the 
decision within 24 hours of implementing 
it. So why do people care? Sexual content 
has become a part ofblogging culture. 
The entire purpose of these sites is to 
learn, explore and keep an open mind. 
There are posts you may like, dislike, 
that may infuriate you, and teach you 
something important about the world. 
Two posts down from a fluffy puppy 
picture could be a quote just waiting to 
give you an existential crisis. Cutting off 

Nicola<; lbylflido:com 
Google 8/ogger plans 011 restricting any "adult content "jivm being posted or viewed by bloggers. 

Bloggers from their definition of"adult 
content" is hindering these experience 
that viewers are looking for. Bella 
Chamberlain, a freshman biology major 
at UT, also disagrees with this motion, 
stating, " Lntemet is the only media that 
is unfiltered. If adult content were to be 
banned, where would it stop?" 

Content limitations are more justified 
on sites geared towards a younger 
demographic, such as Club Penguin, 
where there is a set list of banned 
words that block the user when used. 
This makes sense, since the majority of 
users arc under the age of I 0. However, 
this is not a blogging site. Biogs such 
as Tumblr and Google's Blogger are 
meant for people over the age of 13, 
which makes limitations both unfair and 
unreasonable. By early teenage years, 
people have likely a lready been exposed 

to the harsh realities of the Internet. 
As an avid Tumblr user, I am well 
aware that there is a very real danger 
of inappropriate content popping up on 
my dashboard, which can be a problem 
when in public. Anyone I follow can 
reblog anything at anytime. Blogging 
is a pastime people do in the sanction 
of their room, knowing very well the 
content they are willingly choosing to 
expose themselves to. 

People do not blog to shield 
themselves from adult content; they do 
it for the opposite. Hopefully Blogger 
comes to the same conclusion as 
Tumblr and changes its policy, or else 
many users will find themselves in 
search of a different platform. 

Marisa Nobs can be reached at 
m ari sa. nobs@spa rtans. u t. ed u. 
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FCC Passes Policy to Uphold Net Neutrality 

TECHNOLOGY 
OLIVIA REEB 
Opinion Writer 

On Feb. 26, the Federal Commw1ications 
Commission (FCC) reached a decision 
requiring lntemet Service Providers OSPs) to 
uphold net neutrality. This is a big win, not 
only for the businesses that would have been 
directly affected had it not been upheld, but 
also for everyday internet-using Americans. 
Net Neutrality, or open internet, is tlie idea 
that ISPs should give the people access to all 

In Support of 
Net Neutrality 
Policy 

production, and distribution of goods in order 
to make infonned decisions. ln addition, 
a lack of net neutrality theoretically could 
prevent any online business from functioning 
because someone can't buy a product from a 
website if the website doesn't even work. 

The internet is a crucial outlet for 
freedom of expression promised by the First 
Amendment. Without net neutrality, any 
individual who doesn't have the money to 

'Net Neutrality is important for the upkeep of First 
Amendment Freedom of Expression, the ability to 
uphold a fair and open market in our capitalistic 
society, and the ability to access knowledge.' 

websites on an equal basis without speedier 
connection to some sources or blocking of 
others b.'ISed on the prices those sites pay the 
ISPs. 

The FCC vote classifies the internet as 
a public utility and ISPs will be considered 
common carriers, according to The New York 
Times. This means that ISPs will act like 
landline telephone lines, where the services 
are sold \\~thout interference. ''Imagine if 
the phone company could mess with your 
calls every time you tried to order pizza from 
Domino's, because Pizza Hut is paying them 
to route their calls first," The American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU) said in a statement 
lfHulu were to pay ISPs more money than 
Netflix, Hulu videos would load faster for 
viewers than NetflLx's videos would. NetflLx 
may even be blocked completely to favor 
Hulu. Net neutrality prevents ISPs from doing 
just that. 

Because the internet already operated in a 
somewhat net neutral fashion, tl1e upholding of 
net neutrality will not affect UT internet. "We 
don't believe tllere will be any impact," Scott 
Thatcher, UT's Director of Operations in tlie 
Office oflnfonnation Technology, said. ''UT's 
service is a commercial grade connection 
(different from consumer-grade service) that 
gives us substantially more bandwidtli and tile 
ability to regulate and prioritize our own usage 
to ensure optimal perfonnance tltat meets 
tile needs of the university community." This 
means tliat UT's win will pretty much stay the 
same. 

Open Internet prohibits lSPs from charging 
websites for preferred delivery oftlleir content 
on "fast lanes," and deliberately slowing 
content from websites that compete witll lSPs 
or can't/won't pay tl1ose extra costs, according 
to USA Today. This is helpful for startup 
businesses that can't afford to pay for fast 
lanes. Without net neutrality, ISPs could slow 
down the websites of those startup businesses. 
lftlleir content were slower, consumers would 
have a harder time accessing tlicir infonnation 
and choose to use businesses that pay for 
tl1c fast lanes. Big companies would only 
get bigger and smaller companies would be 
smothered by tlie competition. 

In a capitalistic society, it's crucial tliat a 
consumer is able to research every product Oil 

tlie market to ensure tl1a1 they're getting tlie 
best deal, and not just buying what Ilic ISP 
will pennit tl1em to look at. Capitalism is an 
economic system where goods are sold and 
consumers make decisions on what to purchase 
based on prices, production, and distribution of 
tl1ose goods. Witllout net neutra:ity, conSlm1ers 
would be unable to l\.."Seal'Ch the prices, 

be represented would be unable to express 
tl1emselves. Individual biogs can be blocked 
or slowed down just like business' websites if 
the content oftl1e blog went against the ideals 
that the ISP believed in. "The internet is the 
single most powerful technological invention 
in hwnan history to democratize free speech ... 
But powerful economic actors [the ISPs and 
other advocates against net neutrality] would 
like to undo tile democratic nature oftl1e 
internet They would like to sell the privilege 
of having your voice heard more loudly than 
others. They would like to profit off of your 
ability to access tile multitude of voices on 
the internet," said UT Associate Sociology 
Professor, Bruce Friesen. 

"Knowledge is power. Net neutrality 
helps ensure equal access to knowledge," 
said Friesen. "Any functioning den1ocracy 
requires an infonned and educated electorate 
in order to operate effectively." In the absence 
of net neutrality, ISPs would be able to control 
which sites are seen by users. This means they 
could bias tl1e available infonnation in favor 
oftlieir motives and minimize tlie overall 
opinions being circulated. 

ACLU's legislative counsel Gabe 
Rottman said, "An1ericans use tlie Internet not 
just to work and play, but to discuss politics 
and learn about the world around tliem. The 
FCC has a critical role to play in protecting 
citizens' ability to see what tlley want and say 
what they want online, without interference 
[ ... ]The main point is that the Internet, tlie 
primary place where Americans exercise 
tl1eir right to free expression, rema.uis open 
to all voices and points of view." Witllout 
net neutrality, if an ISP were to hold strong 
political views, opposing news articles 
could be deliberately slowed, skewing the 
perception ofa topic to lead people to believe 
tl1a1 tllerc's little to no opposition. Especially 
around election times, this would be 
detrimental to voters' ability to make infonned 
decisions about which candidates to vote 
for. Net neutrality is, tl1erefore, "an excellent 
example of government of the people, by the 
people, and for the people, working on behalf 
oftlic people," according to Friesen. 

Net Neutrality is important for the upkeep 
of First Amendment Freedom of Expression, 
tl1e ability to uphold a fair and open market 
in our capitalistic society, and tl1e ability to 
access knowledge. This vote shows that our 
leadership cares about Ilic issues that we tl1c 
people find not only relevant, but important. 

liv Reeb can be reached at oli,~a.reeb@l 
spartans.ut.edu. 

TECHNOLOGY 
LAUREN RICHEY 
Managing Editor 

As much as our culture uses and relies on 
tlie lntemet today, it remains a relatively new 
teclmological feat. It wasn't commonplace 
until tlie late '90s, and even then we couldn't 
make a phone call and surftl1e web at tl1e same 
time. The words ''net neutrality" were first 
tossed around as recently as the 'OOs, yet today 
many aren't entirely sure what tl1ey mean. 

Last week, tile Federal Commw1ications 
Commission (FCC) passed a net neutrality 
policy tl1at still has concerned citizens 
up in anns. Underlitle n oftlie 1934 
Telecommunications Act, this new policy 
will label Internet Service Providers (ISP) as 
''telecommw1ications providers," ratl1er than 
"infonnation services," effectively making 
all broadband service throughout the U.S. 
a regulated public utility. Proponents of the 
policy say that tl1ese regulations will help 
keep Internet access free and fair, since ISPs 
like AT & T and Comcast will not be able to 
block or censor the content they don't like. 
This would also prevent these companies from 
allO\ving easier access (or fast lanes) to the 
content they do. 

FCC Chaim1an Tom Wheeler states that 
the policy will ensure "that no one - whether 
government or corporate - should control free 
open access to the lnternet," according to NPR. 

In theory, this seems like a good idea. 
As co11S\.D1lers, we certainly don't want big, 
privately owned companies to control what 
content we view and how fast we can get it. 
Yet, due to this new policy, two issues remain 
unconsidered. First, in principle, net neutrality 
already exists. 

Second, tliere will be a consequential 
imbalance oflnternet economics 

Many ISPs support tile ideas behind 
net neutrality. Comcast Executive Vice 
President David L. Cohen stated on his 
corporate website tliat he supports free 
and fair lnternel, including no blocking, 
no tllrottling, and no paid prioritization. 
Furtliem1ore, in an interview ,,~tll CNBC, 
Charter Communications CEO Tom Rutledge 
stated, "I've been managing ISPs since when 
tl1ey began, since broadband began, literally 

Against Net 
Neutrality 
Policy 

service, but nonnally could not choose a 
different lSP.1l1is is where tile FCC can1e in. 

Afraid that ISPs would gain too much 
power over this new market and depriving 
conswners of certain services, the FCC 
switched to the offensive. ln order to 
prevent individual lSPs from exercising 
w1fair control of internet traffic, the 
FCC ruled in favor of broad government 
regulation for the industry. 

Lnvolving tl1e government wiJI result 
in aggressive lobbying from Congress and 
oilier private companies conceming how to 
distribute this new profit. If the FCC tlunks 
back door dealings are happening now, 
just wait w1til tl1ey bring political battles 
into tlie mix. The interactions between tile 
FCC and interested parties will inevitably 
result in complex, politicized regulatory 
regimes. The FCC will soon allow political 
corruption to seep into the mechanisms of 
the global lnternet, while we are still stuck 
dealing with profit-driven LSPs. 

The new rules will become gradually 
more convoluted over time as contending 
interests manipulate FCC decision-
making. Ruling in favor of content 
providers like Google, Amazon, and 
Netflix will cause anotller imbalance 
of power. Eventually, the wealth will 
be transferred among these existing 
companies, which would make fledging 
newcomers unable to compete. This lack of 
competition means that the innovation once 
keeping these companies on their toes ,viii 
increasingly slow. 

In his essay "1l1e Economics of 
Net Neutrality" Scott Wallsten, a senior 
fellow at Georgetow11 University posed 
this question: "Suppose you believe that 
Internet service providers do not face enough 
competition to prevent them from behaving 
anticompetitively. Should we tlien necessarily 
mandate how they provide and charge for 
Internet service?" No. The only tiling tl1e 
govemment is really needed to do is enforce 
antitrust laws tliat make sure monopoly 
broadband providers don't over charge 
competitors' services in favor of tlieir own 

'The interactions between the FCC and 
interested parties will inevitably result in 
complex, politicized regulatory regimes' 

was tl1ere at tile beginning and I've never 
had anyone come to me and ask for a fast 
lane. So, we're worried about something 
tl1at tl1eoretieally could happen but has never 
happened." 

Computer science guru Linda Crane 
completed an economic analysis for Colwi1bia 
University of the way ISPs interact witl1 
one anotl1er and how tliey make their profit. 
According to her research, the Lntemet was 
once believed to be a two-sided market users 
were on one side, and Ilic ISPs on tlie oilier. 
Eyeball ISPs (tile pro,~ders that connect 
directly to us) would enter into no-cost 
a~"'Cments to carry lntcmet traffic for one 
anotlicr, causing no eonnict or competition 
between them. 

1l1e reality today is much more complex. 
Content providers like Google, Nctflix. and 
Amazon introduced a new revenue stream 
outside oftl1e lntemet itselC 1l1is created an 
imbalance of power: customers dissatisfied 
with Netflix could pay for a diOerent streaming 

services. 
Wallsten accurately states tl1at "Net 

neutrality will remain w1resolved because 
the best answers today will not be the best 
answers tomorrow." ln oilier words, today's 
business models may not t>e realistically 
accurate or helpful in the future. Given tlie 
rate of technological development over the 
past decade--social media, HD streaming 
video, app stores--we might question the 
wisdom oflegally defining the Internet 
according to its 2015 fonn. Unknowable 
changes may render that legislation obsolete 
or counterproductive. Instead. we may be 
best served by retaining the Internet's innate 
adaptability to ensure that we do 1101 solve 
the problems of today at the expense of the 
opportunities of the liiture. 

Lauren Richey can be reached at lauren. 
richcy@theminaretonline.com 



OPINION THE MINARET I MARCH 5 2015 13 

World Leaders Need to Step Up in ISIL Fight 

KAMAKSHI DADHWAL 
Opinion Writer 

In one way or another, we have 
all heard about the Islamic State of 
Iraq and the Levant (!SIL) and its 
gruesome, extremist actions. This 
group of Islamic fundamentalists is 
proving to be dangerous, committing 
increasingly revolting crimes against 
humanity over the past few years. 
As of Feb. 27, the ISIL has rapidly 
expanded its control over territories 
in Iraq, Syria, Sinai and eastern 
Libya. The European Union, affected 
countries from the Middle East, and 
the United States have formed a 
coalition to combat ISIL in defending 
global secularism. So far, this U.S.
led coalition has killed approximately 
6,000 members of ISIL in a ir strikes, 
according to BBC News. 

The U.S. is taking charge, yet 
again, but some influential nations 
who could make a huge contribution 
to include China and Russia, are 
committed to doing nothing. It seems 
that even other members of the 
United Nations (UN) expect only the 
" firs t world" to carry the weight of 
the rest of the planet's problems. The 
majority of African, South American 
and South-East As ian countries urge 

the UN, time and again, to help them 
overcome their respective human
rights concerns. However, these 
countries which account for a large 
mass of our globe have given no more 
than verbal support to a cause against 
outright genocide when they could 
provide their strength of numbers. 

Over the course of less than a year, 
IS IL has used social media as a way 
to threaten the apostates of Salafi 
Islam: Christians. The largest chunk 
of its Internet Jihadist appeal consists 
of highly disturbing beheading 
videos. The latest one was released 
on Feb. 15, featuring the beheading 
of 2 1 Coptic Christians right after 
the narrating executioner announced, 
"The Sea you have hidden Osama 
bin Laden's body in, we will mix 
it with your blood." Owing to the 
regularity of such videos, which are 
sometimes released twice a week, the 
UN Security Council (SC) adopted 
the Resolution 2 170 in August 20 14 
to condemn the actions of the ISIL, 
according to the UN official website. 

Although the resolution was 
unanimously passed, urging the 
international community to act soon 
and strong against ISIL, two out of 
five of the Permanent Members of 
the United Nations' Security Council .
namely Russ ia and China, refused to 
join the U.S.-led coalition. A Russian 
Times report quoted Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi saying, "Our policy 
does not allow us to get involved 
in the international coalition." The 

U.S. 's role in the Ukrainian dispute 
has made Russia decline the coalition, 
automatically. It doesn't help the 
situation when the UN Secretary 
General, Kofi Anan 's panel, in its 
annual report, put Russia 's actions 
in Ukraine among this year's 
international threats, along with !SIL 
and Ebola. The important question to 
ask, then, is why we feel the world 
is getting smaller everyday? We hear 
diplomats and politicians refer to the 
world as a "global village" but we 
can't seem to unite against a group 
of insensitive criminals who are 
spreading the disease of fanaticism, 
faster than Ebola. 

Even as the carnage endures, 
becoming more inhumane every day, 
Rorate Caeli- one among the many 
international traditional Catholic 
web logs- posts, " You may kill our 
brethren and expel them, but we 
Christians will never go away." This 
is exactly what ISIL, like every other 
fundamentalist group, wants: people 
to feed into its propaganda. It is 
time for all nations to wake up and 
realize that ISIL's movement is not a 
reenactment of the Crusades, where 
the fight was only between those who 
belong to the two involved religious 
fo llowers, but a form ofneo-Nazism. 
We all have a collective responsibility 
towards each other as global citizens. 

The international community 
waits to react, while the death toll 
rises at an increasing velocity in 
ISIL controlled regions. The state of 

affairs cannot be ignored, simply 
because the Coptic Orthodox 
Church has decided to give the title 
of "martyrs" to the 21 Christians 
that were killed in the latest video. 
Afte r all, the title of a martyr 
means nothing to the families who 
have witnessed the kidnapping and 
beheading of their loved ones. 

The UN needs to discuss the 
greater psychological repercussions 
of ISlL's actions and unders tand 
the urgency 10 act with the power 
of a fist instead of poking separate 
fingers. A llowing ISIL lo expand 
and strengthen is allowing terrorism 
to find worldwide momentum. If 
powerful nations like Russia and 
China continue to let " policy" 
override protective action, in such 
a state of worldwide ideological 
warfare, we might see the doom of 
the civi lization we c laim to be so 
proud of. 

Decision-makers of all countries 
should cooperate and understand 
that the U.S., affected Middle East 
and European countries are not the 
only ones that ought to retaliate. 
ISIL is not waging a war between 
the Muslims and the Christians, but 
one against humanity. All nations 
are obligated to contribute in its 
essential culmination. 

Kamakshi Dadhwa/ can be reached at 
kamakshi.dadhwal@spartans.ut.edu. 
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Not Your Mother's Tupperware Party 

SEX AND LOVE 
SELENE SAN FELICE 
Opinion Columnist 

Every middle class kid remembers the 
agonizing pain of attending one of their 
mother's Tupperware parties. Unless you 
grew up in the 1950s these weren't actually 
parties for selling airtight containers, but 
were usually for selling anything from 
fancy kitchenware to makeup, and knock 
off purses. Now there's a new kind of 
party in business, and this one certainly 
doesn't allow children. Welcome to the new 
generation ofTupperwarc: sex toy parties. 

Companies with names Like Passion 
Parties, Tasteful Treasures, Bedroom Kandi 
and Intimate Expressions have all taken the 
Tupperware party approach to salesmanship, 
but instead of selling makeup or kitchenware 
the companies market lotions, lubes, massage 
oils and of course, sex toys. While toys aren't 
actually used at the parties, demonstrations 
and samples are given. 

"Women over 30 are so much more in 
tune with their bodies, what feels good, 
what doesn't and how to express that," 
Houck said. "They' re ready to see the 
next level of pleasure, to experiment with 
someone they love and trust and find out 
how great all types of sex can be." 

This is wonderful for older women, 
but they're not the only ones who can 
benefit from these parties. While they seem 
like nothing more than entertainment for 
bachelorette parties or giggling housewives 
whose husbands are away on business, 
sexy toy parties can have many benefits for 
younger adults who are just discovering 
their own bodies and sexuality. It's never 
too late to explore your sexuality, but for 
those who want to start a little younger there 
shouldn't be any shame. 

College can be known as a time for 
sexual experimentation. For some, this time 
of learning could include hooking up with 
lots of people, and for some it could mean 
just spending lots of ~alone tin1e~. Toys can 
be a great guide no matter how one chooses 
to take the journey. However, with the 
stigma that still surrounds sex toys, it can be 
hard to get started or find what's really right 
for a person's body. 

Many young girls can remember trips to 
Spencer's Gifts with her more adventurous 
fiiend, watching her chat with the cashier 
casually as he scans her glow-in-the-

l 

Sex toy parties have actually been 
around for quite a while. They started in the 
'70s but didn't gain popularity until the '90s. 
As sex and sex toys have found themselves 
thrust into mainstream media, the parties 
have become increasingly popular. As sex 
toys and other bedroom accessories have 
become more frequent in movies, books and 
television, the untrue stigmas of toys being 
for sluts, desperate couples, and sex addicts 
have begun to fade away. 

dark dildo. For some, Amazon is great for 
discreet shipping but tends to offer mostly 
low-quality products. Parties can be a great 
way for those who are shy or not sure what 
they want to get educated and figure out 
what's right for them. 

Michal Hrabol'ec /flickr.com 
Sex 10)' parties encourage women to embrace their sexuality alone or wirh their partners. 

Christina Houck is a Tampa resident and 
consultant for the company Pure Romance. 

She said that her job involves 
coordinating, "In-home women-only 
parties, featuring relationship enhancement 
products, demonstrations, games, and 
confidential shopping." 

"Being a consultant for over a year 
now I see first-hand the large nun1ber of 
women who are shedding inhibitions and 
taking control of their sexual fulfilln1ent and 
happiness," Houck said. 

Houck reported most of her customers to 
be over 30 years old, many of which arc in 
committed relationships or even married. 

Beyond guiding the shy and 
inexperienced, many products offered at 
these types of parties can help those whose 
medical conditions interfere with their sex 
lives. Women going through menopause, 
suffering from depression or undergoing 
cancer treatment often experience intimacy
related issues like pain during sex or lack 
of sensitivity, according to the Mayo Clinic 
and the Susan G. Komen for the Cure 
foundation. The company Pure Romance 
works with a team of medical professionals 
to give customers accurate information 
and fonnuJate products that are safe and 
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effoctive based on research and case 
studies. Pure Romance also works with 
the Patty Brisben Foundation for Women's 
Sexual Health to help fund research for 
intimacy-related issues in women such as 
vuJvovaginal pain disorders and sexual 
health issues related to menopause and 
cancer treatment. 

Sex toy parties may only be exclusively 
for women, but that doesn't mean men get 
left out. There are a wide variety of toys on 
the market for men to use with and without 
partners. No one, regardless of gender, 
relationship status or age should be ashamed 
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of their sexuality. Technology and society 
have progressed so much over the years. 
Times are changing. It's time to stop being 
embarrassed and keep up. 

Selene San Felice can be reached at 
selene.sanfelice@theminaretonline.com 

Need advice from our Sex and Love 
columnist? Want us to cover something 
specific? Go to hnp://ask.fin/ 
MinaretLoveAdvice and send in your 
questions anonymously. 

By Kaytlyn Sims 
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Gun Ranges in Need of Stricter Safety 

SAFETY 
SAM ALLEN 
Opinion Writer 

Eddie Ray Routh, who shot and 
killed American Sniper author Chris 
Kyle and friend Chad Littlefield, was 
found guilty of murder on Feb. 24. 
"The j udge sentenced Routh to life 
in prison without parole; prosecutors 
had not sought the death penalty," 
according to BBC News. Routh's 
defense attorneys tried to argue not
guilty by reason of insanity due to his 
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), 
but their efforts were thwarted when 
it was revealed in court that Routh 
was under the influence of alcohol and 
marijuana at the time of shooting. T he 
insanity plea is debatable. However, 
mentally ill or not, Routh should not 
have been permitted to be at the gun 
range at all. 

While Florida gun ranges have 
very strict policies regarding what is 
considered appropriate conduct, Texas 
doesn ' t follow the same guidelines. 
National Armory is a South Florida 
gun range and its rules are reflective 
of those at a typical Florida gun 
range to include," All fi rearms and 
ammunition will be inspected by range 
officers." However, after searching 
the website of Rough Creek Resort, 
where Kyle and Littlefield were killed, 
I discovered a complete absence of 
shooting range policies. The Rough 

Creek Lodge and Resort has a long 
and detai led policies page ranging 
from wedding policies to pets, but 
the only section even close to being 
relevant for the shooting range is the 
hunting section. 

The website does have a shooting 
sports heading, but the section only 
provides details about the shooting 
experience and a tab to check 
availability. It is important to note 
that Texas shooting ranges differ from 
that of Florida ranges in the amount of 
space available to them. At the Rough 

rules s imilar to the National armory, 
such as, "Any person with a medical 
disorder which might create a safety 
hazard ... must notify range officers 
before going out onto the range," more 
death could be prevented in the future. 

If there had been a representative 
present at the range, someone may 
have been able to catch detai ls about 
Routh's behavior that Kyle and 
Littlefield had clearly overlooked. If 
a hotel worker had noticed that Routh 
was intoxicated, they should not have 
let him onto the range. This is not an 

' Though Texas has a landscape 
which allows for more room for 
error in a shooting range, more 
emphasis must be put on safety 
in the Mure.' 

Creek shooters are out in the open 
with up to 1,000 yards of distance 
for shooters to practice on, according 
to the Rough Creek website. That 
being said, there should still be an 
attendant monitoring shooters. There 
should be a representative of the hotel 
there to ensure that all of the needs of 
the resort and their guests are being 
met. If the Rough Creek Resort had 

attempt to place blame on the Rough 
Creek Resort or Chris Kyle, who had 
even admitted to a friend through text 
messages that he thought Routh was 
"nuts," according to The Washington 
Post; gun safety in general just needs 
be taken more seriously. 

Kyle, who had been helping 
veterans deal with combat-related 
mental health issues, brought Routh 
to the shooting range when Routh's 

mother confided that "she needed 
help dealing with her troubled son," 
according to BBC News. Kyle had 
good intentionswhen he attempted to 
coach and comfort Routh through his 
struggles with PTSD, but he chose 
the wrong place to do it, costing him 
his life. The text messages, which he 
exchanged with Littlefield, described 
an uneasiness from both of them, 
with Littlefield reportedly asking 
Ky le to "watch his six," or watch his 
back, according to The Washington 
Post. The danger of taking Routh 
to the gun range was clearly felt by 
both Kyle and Littlefield; they should 
have trusted their instincts and taken 
Routh elsewhere. 

Though Texas has a landscape 
which allows for more room for error 
in a shooting range, more emphasis 
must be put on gun safety in the 
future. An attendant should be present 
at gun ranges to check in the guns, 
ammunition and the wellbeing of the 
shooters involved. Target shooting is 
a popular sport and, while potentially 
dangerous, can be quite therapeutic 
for those who treat a weapon with 
regards to safety and are in a state 
of well being during their time at 
the range. What happened to Kyle 
and Littlefield was a tragedy, but 
we can learn from it. Gun safety is 
incredibly important and should not 
be overlooked. 

Sam Allen can be reached at 
samantha.allen@spartans.ut.edu 

Marijuana Laws Will Hurt Netherlands Economy 

POLITICS 
REBECCA TURNER 
Opinion Writer 

Marijuana use is gradually becoming 
decriminalized in the United States 
with Colorado and Washington having 
recently legalized marijuana for personal 
use. However, marijuana laws may 
soon reclassify it as a hard drug in the 
Netherlands, according to Newsweek. This 
move would devastate the Netherlands' 
economy, especially in Amsterdam, and 
would be a poor choice by the government. 

Instead of funneling extensive funding 
into jailing. fining and evicting those who 
break these proposed laws, the Netherlands 
should develop a policy where the coun(ry 
can benefit from taxes on marijuana sale and 
the inevitable drug tourism In its current state, 
the Netherlands' policy is quasi-legalization, 
according to Newsweek. This basically means 
the government is looking the other way while 
criminals illegally grow and distribute the drug, 
mainly via coffee shops. It's a strange situation 
that leaves law enforcement in a lurch and 
residents unsure of how to avoid legal trouble. 
It's a mess. Therefore, it's achnirable that the 
government wants to set clear boundaries, but 
diey are talcing the \\lung approach by doing so. 

The Netherlands is already losing out on 

significant marijuana income as a result of the 
proposed changes. In recent decades, people 
have flocked to the Netherlands to indulge in 
marijuana, but the proposed changes would 
practically eliminate this attraction. A system 
similar to the Netherlands' cwrent quasi-legal 
system has taken off in Barcelona, Spain where 
the government is more lax and many tourists 
seeking marijuana have gathered instead of 
Amsterdam, according to 77,e Washington Post. 
This will likely prove disastrous for the Dutch 
since as much as S 170 million annually would 
no longer enter the economies of cities such 
as Amsterdam and Maastricht, according to 
Newsweek. It's absolutely ridiculous to throw 
away that much money as it would likely 
cripple the economy in the Netherlands. 

Additionally, Netherlands lawmakers are 
not considering the many other negative effects 
this change will cause. U.S students all learn 
about the prohibition of alcohol and the illegal 
production industry that flourished because the 
demand still existed even when a law prevented 
its use. The Netherlands will experience 
something similar ifit follows through on this 
exces.5ively restrictive policy. By deeming 
marijuana a hard drug it will likely force 
surviving distributors to seek illegal suppliers 
to fill their coffee shops, ultimately enabling 
criminal activity. It probably would make the 
nation less safe and this is the exact opposite of 
what lawmakers are hoping to accomplish. The 
country would be better off by acknowledging 
the culturally embedded marijuana use and 
using this to ensure the drug's safe use and 

Bachrac/144/ wikimedia.org 
The strict marijuana laws n,e Netherlands pla11s to impose wil/ lesse11 b11siness at pat coffee shops as this one. 

simultaneously benefit the economy. 
If this law passes in the Netherlands, drug 

tourists might still come, but they probably 
won't stick around to stay in hotels or to spend 
money in shops if they could race serious 
charges if caught with marijuana. Instead of 
going in this direction with their laws, the 
Netherlands would benefit more by turning 
their quasi-legal system into a legal one. It 
makes more sense for the government to utilize 
taxation to profit from the indus(ry rather 

than lose money by eliminating the semi
legal structure and losing the tourist base. The 
Netherlands can institute safe, restrictive laws 
on legal sale and distribution and this would 
ultimately benefit the countrY more than the 
current proposal that would deem marijuana a 
hard drug. 

Rebecca Turner can be reached at rebecca. 
tumer@theminareonline.com 
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Coach's Corner: Asst. Coach Kelly Ryan 
Women's lacrosse 
assistant coach is known 
for her energetic spirit 

By TESS SHEETS 
Sports Writer 

Kelly Ryan is an exemplary assistant 
coach. She runs drills, commands her team 
effectively and molds successful players 
but spectators don't get to see Ryan's 
many quirks and characteristics that make 
her so much more than the authoritative 
figure calling plays and building a defense. 

To really know Ryan means to see 
her through the eyes of her lacrosse 
players. The ones who know that her 
favorite artist is Lil' Wayne and hear her 
listening to him on every bus ride; who 
witnessed her embody this affection in 
her Halloween costume. 

"She was a candy ' rapper.' She dressed 
up like a music rapper but stuck candy 
wrappers all over herself," said freshman 
defender Emily Stevenson. 

The players laugh as they recall her 
lack of skills in mathematics. They are 
the ones who wake up for early-morning 

practices and hear her tell them to "empty 
your tanks," and know just how passionate 
she is in building the tean1's ferocity. 

"We're super intense, we have the girls 
work hard all the time. We don't let little 
things go. If we're sprinting, we have 
them sprint all the way through the line. 
We have expectations when we give them 
instructions," Ryan said. 

Really knowing Coach Ryan is seeing 
her pick up a stick and hop into the drill 
when you need a partner. It is hearing her 
voice in the middle of the field, telling 
you to communicate with your tea~m1ate, 
and reminding you to celebrate after a 
successful play. 

Players are not afraid to take risks, 
because she's "never mean," according to 
Stevenson, and she appreciates a hungry 
offense. Knowing her is looking to her for 
her "energetic spirit" when you are in a 
funk, because "it's going to motivate you 
and boost your confidence." When energy 
is lost so is focus. 

'That's a big thing with her, she is 
always telling us to keep our focus," said 
freshman midfielder Shannon Sweeney. 

To know Ryan is to believe that "she 
knows what she's talking about because 
she was a dual-sport athlete in college," 
according to freshman midfielder 

Amanda Rom. 
After attending and competing for 

four years in both basketball and lacrosse 
a t The Catholic University of America in 
Washington, D.C, players are confident 
;n her when she is constantly reminding 
them to run the defensive play she has 
named "fire." 

From the outside, you would never 
!know that she is always one step ahead 
of her players; that she can point out how 
!best to improve before they even realize 
something was wrong with their game. 

From the outside, you would never 
!know that she is passionate about defeating 
St. Leo University; that she talks about 
it all the time, reminding her players to 
always work harder than them now, so 
they will know what to expect later. 

You would never know that she 
is "weird," "relatable," "energetic," 
"approachable," "positive." To know 
this, you would have to know that she 
!has modeled her coaching style after 
three people that she's finds especially 
inspirational: her college lacrosse coach, 
!her college basketball coach and current 
!head coach Kelly Gallagher. 

" I like to take a little bit of everyone 
and mold it and add a little bit ofme and 
make it my own," she said of Gallagher. 

Photo courtesy of Tom Kolbe 
II omens lacrosse reams assisran1 coach Kelly Ryan is 

in her firsr season here at UT. 

To others, Ryan is the rigorous 
and fervent coach that any Division 
II program demands, but from the 
perspective of the players who know her 
best, she is so much more. 

Tess Sheets can be reached at fess. 
sheets@theminaretonline.com 

Starting Pitcher David Heintz Leads Spartans By Example 
By REGINA GONZALEZ 
Sports Writer 

In baseball, being a pitcher means being 
responsible to set the tone of a game and 
lead the team from the mound. Along with 
the pre$ure to take down batters, constantly 
using the upper body and shoulders makes 
pitchers more prone to arm injuries. In the case 
of junior pitcher David Heintz, overcoming 
an injury to make it to the top of the Spartans 
roster was what started his journey playing for 
lIT. With a father in the military, Heintz and his 
family were stationed in many different places 
when Heintz was a child. While stationed in 
Korea, Heintz began playing tee ball at the age 
of three. His love for the game grew over the 
years as he ventured back to the United States 
and played baseball through middle school and 
high school, also playing a few years on an 
MU travel team. 

Attending high school in Tampa, FL, 
Heintz got his offer from the University of 
Tampa after a scout from St. Petersburg 
College attended a game where Heintz 
reached a pitch at 93 mph for the first time, 
and called up Spanans' Head Coach Joe 
Urso to share the news. 

'Three hours after I had finally reached 93 
mph, I got a call from Urso saying tl1at he was 
interested in getting me down on the field for a 
tryout," HeinlZ said. 

Accepting the offer to play as a Spanan, 
HeinlZ suffered an elbow injury right out 
of high school and had to undergo surgery, 
forcing him to redshirt his freshman season. 
"Being injured was a downer," Heintz said. " 
I was at school and baseball was my escape 
from that. It was tough not being able to 
contribute to the team and being ha,>py ifl 
threw the ball thirty feet." 

Going through rehab three days a week 
and progressively working on strengthening 

his rotator cuff and elbow, tl1e coaching staff 
worked with Heintz to steadily help him get 
him to come back. ''It actually worked out 

pretty good in the end," said pitching coach 
Sam Militello. "While he was rehabbing, we 
were able to go slow with his mechanics and 
development and I think that played a really 
big part for him in creating a slow but solid 
fmmdation in his delivery ofa pitch." 

Heintz was well enough to play his 
sophomore season and made his pitching debut 
that year. 

"My first college debut, I was extremely 
nervous. I hadn't thrown a game pitch in over a 
year," Heintz said. ''Not only did I have to get 
back into the swing of playing. but I had to do 

it at the highest level and was nervous about 
how my am1 was going to feel." 

The rest of the season was up and down 
for Heintz as he was not happy ,vith the 
way he was playing in the beginning of 
the season. Yet, towards the end, he was 
hitting at tl1e highest velocity he ever had, 
contributing to the team going to the 2013 
Division Il World Series that year. 

''I didn't know much about lIT out of high 
school," Heintz said. "Buddies of mine would 
always tell me what a good program it was and 
how they won a lot, so to actually win a World 
Series the first season I was able to participate 
was an incredible experience." 

Now a junior and veteran on the team, 

1 o ,:our e ·y 0111 o e 
Despite facing injuries. Heim: is one of many dependable arms thar the Spartans l,m·e in their rotation. 

the current season is all about keeping 
himself healthy on and off the field. "During 
the season you try to stick to a routine, you 
know when you 're going to start so you have 
the seven days between starts to workout, 
keep up ,vith rehab and running, and stick to 
the physical and nutritional part ofit while 
doing schoolwork, it's more maintenance," 
Heintz said. 

As far as being a leader on the mound, 
Heintz works with the other pitchers to attack 
and take down batters at the plate. "Heintz 
has been in the program for four years and 
knows the program in and out, a lot of the 
guys follow him. He leads by example and 
shows some of these other guys tl1at come 
in what it takes how to go about tl1e process 
everyday," Militello said. 

Along with being an example to the 
other pitchers, Heintz has also aids his other 
teammates in taking home wins. 

"Dave is one of the hardest working 
people I've ever played ,vith," said senior 
captain Stephen Dezzi. "We C!lllle in as 
freshmen and I always remember him being 
super quiet and tl1e type of guy that works 
hard with his head down. He's an absolutely 
bulldog on the mound." 

Witl1 a possible future of opportunities 
getting drafted and going on to play 
professional baseball after lIT, Heintz is living 
in the now and taking his team to another 
World Series. 

"ll1e focus right now is getting back to 
carrying a national chan1pionship," Heintz 
said. "I try to stay in the present moment as 
much as possible even though future tl1oughts 
come up. I realize that maybe tl1is could be my 
last year of college baseball so I want to enjoy 
these moments while I can." 

Regina Gonzalez can be reached at regina. 
goraa/ez2@5partm1S.1tt.emr 
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Swim Team Falls Short at SSC Meet 
16 swimmers are 
heading to the NCAA 
championships 
By ANN MARIE DISTASI 
Sports Writer 

The University of Tampa 
swim team placed third in the 
Suns hine State Conference (SSC) 
Championship last week during the 
four-day meet, which s ta rted on Feb. 
19 in Orlando. The Spartans w ill be 
moving on the the NCAA Division II 
Nationa l Championship on March 9. 

Sixteen swimmers from the 
Spartans a re being sent to the finals 
over spring break, including nine 
from the men' s team and seven from 
the women's. 

Freshman a ll ied health maj or 
Brittany Bayes is one of seven 
women who will be competing this 
year. She recently set an SSC record 
as well as a personal record fo r the 
women 's 1000 freestyle with a time of 
I 0:04.09. She a lso placed first for the 
women's 16S0 freesty le. 

" I was extremely shocked about 
that, I was not expecting that going 
in," Bayes said. 

Junior fi nance maj or Je remy Parke r 
a lso set a personal best at the SSCs 
this year by pl acing second in the 
men's I 00 freestyle w ith a time of 
44.2S. He is currently seeded seventh 
in the NCAA fi na ls for the men's 100 
frees tyle. 

During the fi nals, Parke r hopes to 
place in the " A" fina ls, which is the 
top e ight, for his re lays. Last year, 
the men placed ninth in the finals and 

FINAL TEAM STANDINGS- Points 

Women 
1 . Nova Southeastern 853.50 
2. Florida Southern 760.50 
3. Tampa 712 
4 Saint Leo 392 
5. Lynn 343 
6 Florida Tech 301 
7 Rollins 238 

Men 
1. Florida Southern 800 
2. Nova Southeastern 791 
3 Tampa 740 
4. Saint Leo 516 
5 Florida Tech 399 
6. Rollins 150 

Parker, along w ith other teammates, 
plans to beat that and place higher 
this year. 

Support from fe llow teammates 
is something that Bayes believes 
got t he team this far into the season. 
The large size o f both the men's and 
women's teams serves as a benefit 
during practice and meets. 

Parker agreed w ith Bayes tha t team 
support is one of the biggest reasons 
fo r the Spartans' success so fa r. 

" l think we cheered on each other 
on really well," Pa rker said. "[It] 
made things more enthusiastic and 
made us swim better a ll together." 

Smalle r teams may not get the 
kind of support that the Spartans 
have because there is a larger amount 
of swimmers competing in similar 
events. Bayes believes tha t this 
increases motivation throughout 
practice in o rder to excel. 

"There's more people gett ing you 
through prac tice to stay positive," 
Bayes said. 

Bayes and Parker think the team 
is well prepared and any weaknesses 
are out of the picture . As a freshman, 
Bayes said she doesn' t know what to 
expect of the finals but is excited to 
expe rience the atmosphere of such a 
big event. 

O verall, Bayes and Parker are 
happy about both teams performances 
during the SSC Championship and 
think that the next week of training 
will benefit everyone during the 
NCAA finals . 

Coach Ed Brennan disagreed with 

his swimmers about the ir per formance 
at the SSC's last week. 

"Although we d id well in 
advanc ing sixteen swimmers to the 
NCAA's, this is the lowest we have 
ever fin is hed at the confe rence meet," 
Brennan said. 

He thinks recruitment for the team 
th is past season could have been done 
bette r to result in a higher standing 
during the confe rence championship. 
In the long run, Brennan plans to do a 
better job recrui ting men and women 
to swim for the Spartans next year. 

In preparation fo r the upcoming 
NCAA finals, he said there is not 
much that can be done w ith the short 
amount of time be tween the two 
meets. He doesn' t want to work the 
swimmers too hard between two of the 
most important meets of the season. 

" Mentally and physica lly we try 
not to expect too much too soon," 
Brennan said. " We swam easy (if four 
miles in a sess ion is easy) this week 
and we will look to get the speed back 
over the next IO days." 

S ince the Spartans swim in one 
of the strongest conferences within 
the NCAA, Brennan refers to Nova 
Southeastern Univers ity and Florida 
Southern University, which p laced 
first and second in the SSC's, as 
the teams to look out for. Also, St. 
Leo University and the Spartans are 
ranked in the top 10 for the NCAA 
Division II National Championship'. 

Ann Marie Distasi can be reached 
at annmarie.distasi@spartans.ut.edu 

Intramural Athletes Prepare For Postseason Play 
By GRIFFIN GUINTA 
Sports Columnist 

Editor 's Note: These predictions 
were made the Sunday before these 
games were played. The intramural 
playoffs conclude Friday, March 6. 

After an exhausting, four week 
season, the intramural athletes of 
UT are gearing up for the postseason 
and all the t-shirt winning glory that 
comes with it. The teams have battled 
nagging inj uries, devastat ing losses, 
and players not showing up due to 
"homework," but none of tha t matters 
now. The s late is wiped c lean and 
the remain ing teams are out to prove 
themselves yet again . 

The playoffs can be a daunting 
challenge, given that all of the teams 
that didn't take the games serious ly 
have been weeded out. Only the cream 
of the crop remains, so nothing can be 
taken lightly. With that said, let 's meet 
some of the teams compet ing in each 
of their respective sports. 

Co- Rec Volleyball 
Favorite: Block U Like a Hurricane ( 4-0) 
The Co-Rec Volleyball 

cham pionshi p is Block U Like a 
Hurricanes to lose. Aside from a 
close 2-1 battle wi th rival / Can Dig 
II on Feb. 4, they won every o ther 
match in s tra ight sets and fin ished 
as the lone undefeated team in the 
league. Additi ona lly, they boast a 
whopping plus-S4 po int differentia l, 
meaning they d;dn' t j us t beat their 
opponents--they destroyed them. If a ll 

I' 

goes according to plan, they' ll likely 
engage in another close battle with / 
Can Dig It in the championship game . 
Don' t be surprised if you see Block 
U Like a Hurricane triumphantly 
walking out of Cass Gym with 
championship I-shirts in hand. 

S leeper Team: Sigma Ga111111a (3-1) 
Sigma Gamma had a very 

respectable season in the Co-
Rec league this semester. They 
brushed off an early season loss 
and subsequently cruised to three 
straight victor ies. Perhaps the biggest 
reason to bet high on this team, 

however, is their position in the 
championship bracke t. They come 
into the tournament as the 7th seed 
and have a favorab le ma tchup against 
Kinky Sets (2-2) in the opening round . 
Shoul d they win that game, they 
manage to avoid favori tes Block U 
like a Hurricane and / Can Dig It in 
the following round, thus allowing a 
deeper run into the tourney. 

Me n's Basketball 
Favorite: Balls Deep ( 4-0) 
Balls Deep is looking to ba ll deep 

into the playoffs after annihilating 
every single one of their regular 

Photo courtesy of Tom Kolbe 
Twelve teams baule for the Co Rec Volleyball Championship this week .. including "I Can Dig It ·. 

season opponents. The team is led by 
veteran senior Darius T homas, who 
in h is ill ustrious intramura l career 
has posted a 71 percent win rate 
in games and has three intramural 
championships under his belt. Of 
note, though, he has never won an 
intramural basketball championship. 
Perhaps th is is the year that Thomas 
and company take the gold. With a 
+ 106 poi nt d ifferent ial and a team 
abundant with basketba ll a11cionados, 
this team has proven themselves a 
c lear juggernaut. 

Close Behind: The Tune Squad (4-0) 
Though not in the same dominating 

fashion as the aforementioned Balls 
Deep, The Tune Squad carved out an 
impressive undefeated season of their 
own. Behind sweet assists from junior 
Ryan Passmore (no pun intended), the 
sharpshooting of sophomore Mark 
Hi te and the dominating paint defense 
of fe llow sophomore Kevin Saxon, 
the team cruised to four straight 
victories and believe they have all 
the ingred ients needed to excel in the 
playo ffs. 

" I' m feeli ng pretty confident about 
our chances," Saxon said. "I would say 
our biggest threat is The Repeat." Just 
like the loveable Looney Tune bunch 
which they derive their name from, the 
"Squad" is seeking to prove doubters 
wrong and take down their undefeated 
counterparts in the postseason. 

Griffin Guinta can be reached at 
griffinguinta@gmail.com 
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Rowing Team Preps For Start of Season 
Rowers begin practices for 

. . 
upcommg spnng season 

By KATHERINE LAVACCA 
News Editor 

Prepare to see more athletes on the 
dock then tanning students as, UT's 
rowing team heads down to the boat house 
for an entirely different purpose. Having 
already completed a scrimmage against 
USF Friday, February 27, the rowing team 
is well on their way to a promising season. 

Coach Bill Dunlap, a five time gold 
medal rower, has been coaching the crew 
team since 1981. Under Dunlap, the 
Spartans have won seven gold medals, 
five at the Dad Vail (a non NCAA national 
championship) and two at the NCAA 
Collegiate Nationals. Dunlap gave a 
rundown of the regattas (boat meets) the 
team will be competing in this season. 

"The rest of the season, we'll be racing 
four women's 4+, and that 's varsity and 
novice lightweight and heavy weight. 
And that's what we'll race at our state 
championship and at SlRA, which is the 
Southern Intercollegiate Regatta," said 
Dunlap. "Because we're a small team we 
focus on 4+. I tell people I'd rather win an 
8+ than a 4+, but I'd rather win a 4+ then 
lose an 8+. We don't have the depth yet 
in the eights, but maybe later on down the 
road with the women's lightweight." 

Although the crew team is registered 
by the NCAA, the real competition for our 
Spartans is on the intercollegiate circuit. 
Dunlap explained that this competition is 
important to crews because rowing existed 
before the NCAA was established. 

i= c ea11 1e , 111are1 
As the spring season approaches, rhe rowing ream has been putting in plenry of time on the water. 

"The world of rowing is divided into 
the NCAA programs that have a lot of 
money, there are crews in Florida that have 
fifteen full scholarships. We' re an NCAA 
team officially, but we essentially have no 
scholarships. So we can't really compete 
head to head with ful ly recruited teams," 
said Dunlap. "Fortunately rowing existed 
before there was an NCAA, so there's a 
whole world of rowing that has nothing 
to do with the NCAA. And that's mostly 
where we compete. Our real competition 
is against other minimally funded, varsity 
teams and a lot of club teams like UF." 

Senior Kaitlyn Goff is one of the 
captains of the rowing team and is looking 
forward to the "huge adrenaline rush" 
that spring season brings. She will be 
competing in the varsity women's 4+ and 
feels confident about their perfonnance. 

She knows that the regattas can be hard to 
make for other students because they're 
typically not in Tampa, but she appreciates 
community support. Goff would like to 
educate her fellow Spartans about the sport 
more so they could enjoy spectating when 
they made it out to regattas. 

" It is hard for the UT community to 
make it to the races, but it would be nice 
if they knew more about the sport because 
it is often confused with kayaking or 
dragon boats. Rowing is a very intense 
competitive sport and I would love for 
the UT community to know more about 
the sport, especially since the 2017 World 
Rowing Championships are being held in 
Sarasota," said Goff. 

As far as training goes the Spartans 
have a huge jump on the competition, 
since they started their practices in January 

while most teams don't get on the water 
till April. Coach Dunlap recognizes the 
necessity of boats being on the water 
a lot for technique. but also has to 
work around the time constraints some 
stt1dcnts have. 

"My personal feeling is that intensity 
is more important than duration, and that 
actually works given the constraints on 
scheduling.The varsity gets out [on the 
water] at 6 a.m., and its hard enough to 
get people up at six and I have to assume 
they have 8 a.m. classes so that gives us 
an hour and a half from dock to [pick 
up]. Its the same for novices. They start 
at 4 p.m. and I have to assume they have 
6 p.m. classes, so I have to get them 
[on land] by 5:20 p.m. for class," said 
Dunlap. "We go out do what we ileed 
to do and everyone is out [on time]. We 
typically do a six or seven mile row, 
which is probably an hour on the water, 
but that's plenty of time if it includes 
some flat out work." 

The next regatta the Spartans 
are set to compete is FfRA (Florida 
Intercollegiate Rowing Association) 
located in Sarasota, Florida at Nathan 
Benderson Park. Regattas are free 
to watch, and usually all day events. 
For park location, go to www. 
worldclassrowing.com. 

" I love the races, as much as they are 
hard they are so exciting. My team is 
great, our trips are always interesting and 
we get to go to some awesome places. [ 
have life long friends from rowing and 
they are all awesome," said Goff. 

Katherine Lavacca can be reached@ 
katherine./avacca@lheminaretonline.com 

Track Team Excels in First Meet of Season at Embry-Riddle 

Men's, Women's teams 
break numerous records 
during road meet 

By MELISSA TORRE 
Sports Writer 

The track team started off the 
season with a bang, competing in their 
first meet at Embry-Riddle last week. 
They achieved competitive times in a 
number of different events and even 
setting new school records. The team 
showcased their skills in a number of 
different sprint and distance events. 

A number of different runne rs 
recorded personal best times and 
freshman Madison Cox set a new 
school record in the 200 meter 
dash, as well as a new record in 
the women's distance medley. The 
women's distance medley team 
included Cox, sophomore Rachel 
Higgins, junior Chantalle Blundell, 
freshman Carly Bunting. Freshmen 
Kayla Sullivan also set as personal 
best in the I 000 mete r for her first 
college meet. 

"Everyone had an awesome day. 
I don't think anyone had a bad race 
that day," Sulli_van said . 

Although the women had great 
success at their first meet their 
season, it is far from over and the 
team is now preparing for their next 
meet in two weeks against USF and· 
other Di vision I schools. The team 

is putting in extra work to prepare 
for the meets ahead. "The team is 
working very very hard and is not 
taking any rest days," said coach 
Jarrett S laven. 

The men a lso had a good s tart last 
weekend, with a number of personal 
best records set, and came close to 
setting a new school record in the 
distance med ley. The d istance medley 
relay consisted of freshman Eddie 
Keenan, sophomore Jessie Boria, 
junior Scott Billings and senior 
Steven Dennig. 

The men's track team is getting 
ready to compete against USF in a 
couple of weeks . " I'm chal lenging 
them and they're a good group they 
definitely want to be challenged and 
pushed and want to go to the next 
level. The key to training this team to 
be at their best is teaching them how 
to focus," said Assistant Track Coach 
Dror Vaknin. Sophomore Jessie Boria will look 10 impress duri11g his firs t seaso11 wirlr the mer. s track ream. 

A lthough USF is the next meet for 

"Everyone had an awesome 
day. I don't think anyone 
had a bad race that day." 
Freshman Kayla Sullivan 

the Spartans, the following six weeks 
wi ll be a true test for the track team 
packed with meets against Division 
I schools, including the University 
of Florida and University o f North 

Florida. UT will also be hosting their 
o,wn meet next month. 

One major goal for the team 
tl:lroughout the season is to dig deep 
and pull out some of their best times 
in order to qualify for the Raleigh 

Relays in North Carolina at the end 
of March. As of now, the Spartans 
already have one runner, Blundell, 
who has qualified and will be running 
the I OK. This meet is high paced 
and designed to run a lot faster than 
normal track meets with races at night 
and a bigger selection of events to 
participate in. Raleigh Relays ahvays 
has high caliber athletes with runners 
hailing from a number of different 
schools including Duke and Virginia. 

Melissa Torre can be reached at 
me/ issa. torre@spartans.ut.edu 
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Men's Basketball Pushes Toward Playoffs 
Spartans finish regular 
season off strong by 
winning six out of seven 
final games 
By MARCUS MITCHELL 
Sports Columnist 

It has been a season of ups and downs 
for the Spartans, but they have cemented 
themselves as an elite team in the 
Sunshine State Conference (SSC). The 
Spartans finished their regular season 
wilh a conference record of l 0-6 and 
18-9 overall. 

After a 4-5 record lo start the season, 

the Spartans caught fire in February. 
The team has won six of their past seven 
league games, their only loss coming 
from national No. 1 Florida Southern 
College. The most recent win came 
this past Saturday, where the Spartans 
earned a 73-68 victory over No. 9 
Barry University on the final day of the 
regular season. 

"Our team has stepp d up and we 
are starting to catch a few breaks that 
just didn't happen al the beginning of 
the season," said Head Coach Richard 
Schmidt. This season marks Schmidt's 
thirtieth winning season in 32 years 
at the University of Tampa. "There 
are about four or five teams in this 
conference that are capable of going far 

Raeshaa Lo1,1g 

The men :S basketball team closed out their season wilh a win over rival Barry on Sa111rdtiy. 

this postseason," Schmidt said. "And I 
feel that we are one of those top teams." 

Senior forward Eugene McCrory has 
taken a leading role in the t am 's offense 
in his debut season for the Spartans 
since transferring from the University of 
Central Florida. McCrory leads the team 
with an average of 17 points per contest 
and also has a team-best 9.5 rebounds 
per game. He has put up double-digit 
points in a ll but one game and has 
recorded ten double-doubles this season. 

Alongsid McCrory is fellow senior 
guard Jordan Davis, who has scored 15.1 
points per game in his second year at UT. 
Davis has been the court general for the 
Spartans and is a nationally respected 
playmaker. He has the highest average 
of minutes played per game (37.4) in 
program history, and has started every 
game this season . Davis leads the team 
in 3-point shots made (66) and has 
averaged 7.2 assists per game, fifth-best 
in the nation. 

After playing just one game last 
season, junior forward Austin Rettig 
has developed into an everyday starter 
in Schm idt's system. Averaging 14.9 
points and 6.3 rebounds per game, 
Rettig has been able to consistently 
score for the Spartans. 

Altogether, McCrory, Davis, and 
Rettig average 47 points per game and 
have become a trio to be feared in the 
SSC. However, it is the other players on 
the team that coach Schmidt believes 
have been deciding factors in getting the 
Spartans to where they are now. 

''Kyle Middleton (guard) has been 
doing a good job for us on the defensive 

side of the ball and we are seeing 
players like Duke Shelton (forward) 
and Matt Johnson (guard) stepping into 
larger roles in our system,"· Schmidt 
said. "We may lack the depth of some 
of these other teams in the league, but 
the players that we do have are making 
a big difference for us on the court ." 

With the team getting a full week 
of rest before the games this weekend , 
Schmidt and the Spartans are expecti ng 
to enter the SSC Tournament fully 
healthy. The Spartans are entering the 
tournament as the third seed, but will 
fac e season nemesis ova Southeastern 
University, who defeated the Spartans 
twice this season, in the opening round . 

" It's going to be really tough 
facing Nova after losing the series 
against them, but ifwe play well 
then the game could fall our way," 
Schmidt said. Nova Southeastern 
gave the Spartans their on ly double
digit loss in the conference, but have 
lost five of their last seven games. If 
the Spartans manage to get past ova, 
then they will likely have to face 
Barry in the semifinals and potentially 
Florida Southern in the finals. Despite 
the quality of their competition, the 
Spartans are not intimidated by the 
ranked opponents in the tournament. 
"We are hitting our stride right now and 
the whole team is performing well," 
Davis said. " We honestly believe we 
can play with anyone in the nation." 

Marcus Mitchell can be reached at 
111arc11s.111itchell@sparta11s.ut.edu 

Women's Basketball Finishes Off Rocky Regular Season 

Cavallaro, Rodney 
continue to lead tea1n 
to close out season 

By ED KERNER 
Sports Writer 

Now that the regu lar season 
has drawn to a close, the women 's 
basketball team has shifted their 
focus to the upcom ing SSC 
Tournament . The last four games of 
their season were a telling story of 
how the team fared during the season . 

On Feb. 18, the Spartans took 
on Saint Leo University in a hard 
fought matchup that came down to 
the wire . Both senior forward Aisha 
Rodney and junior guard Juliana 
Cavallaro led the offense for the 
Spartans as they each recorded 22 
points . 

Saint Leo controlled most of the 
fir s t half with a comma ndin g I I- point 
lead. The partans chipped away at 
th e score, a nd went on a 12-7 run to 
cut the halrtime lead to fou r. 

In the seco nd hal f the Sparta ns 
jum ped ahead of Sa in t Leo , lea ding 
by five wi th 9 :55 left in the ga me. 
Wit h I :22 left in the game, and the 
score t ied , Saint Leo nai led a three 
po in ter to take the lead. Cava llaro 
, ent right dow n the court making 
an easy layu p to pul l the Spar tans 
w ith in one . ai nt Leo would go on 
to make key free !hrows on the next 
posit io n to seal the 63 -61 victo ry for 
the Lions. 

Looking to bounce back, the 
Spartans hosted No . 17 ranked 
Rollins College. The Spartans 
dominated Rol lins as they grabbed 46 
rebounds, and held the Tars to only 
29 percent shooting from the field. 
The Spartans drained an impressive 
11 three pointers, shooting 50 percent 
for the entire second half. Junior 
guard/forward Ellen Nurmi scored 
a team high 22 points, while also 
secur ing seven rebounds and six 
assists. Nurmi scored 17 of her 22 
po ints in the second half with 12 of 
them coming from behind the three 
point arc. 

lt was also a special night for 
Cavallaro, who reached a milestone 
in her Spartan career of 1,000 career 
points. "It feels really good to have 
reached this milestone. I could not 
have accomplished this without my 
teamm ates " Cava llaro said . The 
Spartans never looked back , b lowing 
out Rollins 66-47. 

ext, the Spartans took on Florida 
Southern College in the final road 
matchup of the regu la r sea on. Afte r 
a g rea t perfo rmance by both team s in 
the fi rst half, the Moes took over the 
seco nd half outscorin g the S pa r tans 
by 44-23. UT \ as held to just 26 . 7 
pe rce nt shooti ng from the field in 
the half, whi le the Moes shot an 
impress ive 54.5 percent. Once again, 

ava ll aro, and Rodney , ere on point 
for the Spartans, ka d ing the team in 
scori ng w it h 15 po ints each. Ta mpa 
lost th is one by a sco re or 79 -54. 

In the final game or the regu lar 
season , th e parta ns looked to end t he 

season on a high note wi th a win over 
Barry. Before the game, the Spartans 
honored the ir seniors Jenny Taptich, 
Catherine Matthews and Rodney. The 
Spartans started the game on a roll 
and would never look back, heading 
into halftime with a 37-21 lead. 
Caval laro led the Spartans with 18 
points, nine rebound s and five assists. 

urmi and Rodney both finished in 
double digits with 12 a nd 11 points 
respectively. Tampa would go o n to 
win by 20 with a final score of 70-50. 

Ta lki ng about the season as a 
whole, "l think we have progressed 

throughout the year from where we 
were at the beginning of the year. 
We have faced some adversity this 
year but have also had some big 
wins . We still have one more goal to 
accomplish this season. We plan to 
win the SSC tournament to get a bid 
to the NCAA tournament," Cavallaro 
said . 

Tampa opens up Sunshine State 
Conference play on Thursday against 
Florida Tec h. 

Ed Kemer can be reached al 
edward. kerner@spar/ans. 111. edu 

Raes/wad Lo11g/ The ,\/i11aret 

The womens basketbafl team won their season finale Saturday overfetlo,v SSC ream Barry. 
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Grand Slam 
Top Ranked Baseball Team Upsets MLB's Philadelphia 
Phillies 6-2 In Spring Training Exhibition Matchup 

"I didn't see the ball go over the fence, I 
just heard the crowd, I hit the ball and in my 
head I thought, 'there's no way that's going 
over.' I heard the dugout yelling 'go, go, go' 
and I look up and I see the left fielder still 
running towards the fence and I thought 
'this ball has a chance' and all of a sudden 
I heard the crowd errupt, one of the louder 
roars I'd ever heard, so I stepped on first 
and as I rounded second I was like 'thank 
you God' and I took in the moment. I try to 
pay attention to every little detail so I can 
remember it and I looked up in the crowd 
and looked up at my parents and was able 
to experience the whole situation " 

Shortstop Giovanny Alfonzo on his game winning grand slam 

" I told the guys to enjoy this experience but we are 
here to represent this University well and I am just so 

happy for all the players, coaches and the University." 

Manager Joe Urso 

Photos courtesy of Sam S imoni The Minaret & Regina Gonzalez/ The Minaret 
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