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president's message 

Securing Our Future 
IT SEEMS LIKE EVERY WEEK WE READ NEW STORIES 

concerning individuals or organizations that have 
been victims of a data breach, hacking, cyber 
attack, cyber-vandalism or virus. No individual or 
organization is immune to these threats — not 
nonprofits, multinational corporations, universities 
or mom-and-pop businesses. I agree with the 
sentiment that as we increasingly rely on computer 

networks and the Internet, threats to sabotage or manipulate those 
systems will ultimately replace many aspects of conventional crime 
and warfare. 

UT itself has undergone a complete restructuring of information security in 
its administration. In 2012 we created an information security department that 
proactively addresses security risks, compliance challenges and threats to the 
integrity and confidentiality of institutional information. 

This year, I'm excited to note that UT has announced a cybersecurity major 
and minor program (see page 3) to provide businesses and organizations with 
employees fully prepared to take on complex cybersecurity issues. There's a major 
gap in such talent today as businesses need thousands of workers to fortify tech-
nology systems and processes, and we plan to help fill it. 

Of course, there are plenty of other universities that teach cybersecurity. But 
while many of those schools provide research and theoretical-based programs, our 
graduates will undergo a rigorous, hands-on experience — and they will do so in 
a new, state-of-the-art facility. Plus, we plan to prepare our graduates to take and 
pass the Certified Information Systems Security Professional (CISSP) exam. 

Like our existing information technology programs, the cybersecurity program 
will be part of the Sykes College of Business. The College of Business has an out-
standing track record for developing innovative educational programs to answer 
real-world needs. And, we have found that merging a technology and business cur-
riculum results in more well-rounded graduates who understand both processes 
and people — and can lead an organization's information technology strategy. 

I believe our model has been successful thus far, especially looking at the re-
cent accreditation of our bachelor's degree program in management information 
systems (MIS) by the Computing Accreditation Commission of the Accreditation 
Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET). No other school in Florida has 
ABET accreditation in its business school. 

On top of this, we are working hard to attract a greater diversity of students 
into technology programs, including women (see page II). All of this will help UT 
become a leader in providing solutions for the information technology industry. 

Many people believe our society is one step behind the hackers and Internet 
"bad guys." I fully believe that with programs such as ours, we can help to level the 
playing field. And at the same time, we can prepare students for exciting, chal-
lenging careers that can provide real solutions for local, national and worldwide 
businesses and organizations. 

RONALD L. VAUGHN, PH.D. 
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2 news of note 
Helios Scholars become gradu-
ates, new cybersecurity major, 
study shows evolution in action, 
baseball hits a grand slam against 
the Phillies 

24 alumni report 
Call for homecoming volunteers, 
get a Sparty of your very own, 
Class Acts, Spartan Spotlights 
and more ... 

33 brick by brick 
Board of Fellows hosts trio of 
nationally recognized business 
leaders at annual Fellows Forum. 

40 minaret moment 
Data storage, then and now 
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features 

cover story 

11 Coding Careers 
Despite high demand, there is a lack of qualified candidates in tech 
fields, most notably amongst women. A UT initiative aims to help 
close this gap. 

16 A Whole New Level 
How the gift of a wheelchair helped Tyler Hernandez '18 make his 
dream of playing for the national power soccer team a reality. 

nrofi!- 

20 Never a Dull or Slow 
Moment 
Kevin Curtis '05 is many things — a biochemist, postdoctoral fellow, 
entrepreneur and triathlete. Yet despite a very full schedule, he takes it 
all in stride. 

About the cover:The University is increasing efforts to plug more women into tech majors and careers. 

Photo by Alex McKnight and illustration by Caroline Murphy. 
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Resources for Success 
Four years after grant, Helios Scholars helping students thrive 

AFTER GRADUATING THIS SPRING, 
Shani Bennett '15 will serve a year with 
AmeriCorps before going to graduate 
school. Aryk Bingham-Hill '15 will be 
a commissioned officer in the U.S. Air 
Force, stationed at Tyndall Air Force 
Base in Panama City, FL. And Mindy 
Huynh '15 is set to begin pharmacy 
school at the University of South 
Florida. 

These students are just three of 
several hundred who have taken part 
in the Helios Scholars program over 
the last four years, and their success is 
exactly what the program was designed 
to ensure. 

"The program gave me the resourc-
es I needed to be successful at UT;" 
said Bingham-Hill, an environmental 
science major from Tampa, who was  

recently named by the Tampa Cham-
ber of Commerce as the USF ROTC 
Cadet of the Year. 

In June 2011, UT entered into a 
partnership with the Helios Educa-
tion Foundation to develop a program 
focused on improving the academic 
success and persistence of students 
considered to be at higher risk of at-
trition. The foundation provided UT 
with a four-year, $1.3 million grant to 
help get the program up and running. 

Students are eligible for the 
program if they are Florida residents, 
members of minority groups and/or 
first-generation in college, and choose 
one of 65 different majors related 
to science, technology, education or 
mathematics. 

The program is multifaceted, bring- 

ing together academic, financial and 
peer support. 

According to Lorie Kittendorf, 
director of student transition and per-
sistence, perhaps the most successful 
aspect of the program has been peer 
mentors, called SPEARs (Spartan Peer 
Educating About Resources). Each 
SPEAR is assigned 4o to 5o mentees, 
divided by college and major. SPEARs 
send weekly emails about University 
resources and organize get-togethers 
with their mentees. 

"The peer mentoring program 
gives students a small group within the 
larger student body to connect with," 
said Kittendorf. "If nothing else, they 
see the emails and know these resourc-
es are available to them." 

Helios Scholars also have access to 
89 work-study positions across campus. 
Through these positions, students 
not only get a paycheck to offset their 
academic and living expenses, but gain 
valuable knowledge and skills necessary 
to become qualified for future positions. 

They also build important connec-
tions with faculty and staff. Huynh, a 
biology major from Tampa, worked in 
three computer labs on campus and 
said her supervisor, Jennifer Tanks, 
computer lab coordinator, was really 
great to work with. 

"I tend to be shy, and she helped me 
to get out of my comfort zone," said 
Huynh. 

Bennett, who worked in the Office 
of Career Services, also cites the work-
study aspect of the program as pivotal 
for her. 

"If I hadn't had the connection 
with Career Services, I wouldn't have 
found out about this opportunity with 
AmeriCorps," she said. 

The Helios grant has also been used 
to provide financial support through 
book vouchers, merit and need-based 
scholarships, and grants to help keep 
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" W e  d i d n' t  w a n t  t o  j u s t  g i v e  t h e  m o n e y  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  w e  w a n t e d  t o  u s e  i t  t o  

b u i l d  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e m . "  

— L O R I E K I T T E N D O R F O N T H E H E L I O S S C H O L A R S P R O G R A M 

C y b e r s e c u ri t y M aj o r t o 
B e gi n i n t h e F all 

st u d e nt s at U T t h ei r s e c o n d y e a r o r 

f o r s u m m e r t uiti o n t o k e e p t h e m o n 

tr a c k. 

A s of F all 2 0 1 4, t h e l at e st ti m e f or 

w hi c h t h e U ni v e r sit y h a s d at a, U T 

h a s r et ai n e d or gr a d u at e d 7 7 p e r c e nt 

of t h e o v e r all H eli o s p o p ul ati o n. 

T h o u g h t h e H eli o s g r a nt e x pi r e s 

t hi s y e ar, t h e U ni v er sit y i s c o m mit-

t e d t o c o nti n ui n g t h e p r o g r a m. 

" T h e b a si c st r u ct u r e will r e m ai n 

i nt a ct," s ai d Kitt e n d o rf, e x pl ai ni n g 

all t h e i niti ati v e s t h at h a v e pr o v e n 

s u c c e s sf ul o v er t h e l a st f o ur y e ar s 

will b e a n e st a bli s h e d c o m p o n e nt 

of t h e U T b u d g et c y cl e. Kitt e n d o rf 

d o e s pl a n t o t w e a k t h e c rit e ri a f o r 

i n cl u si o n, h o w e v e r. T h e Fl o ri d a 

r e si d e n c y r e q ui r e m e nt will b e 

dr o p p e d, a s w ell a s t h e r e stri cti o n 

o n m aj or s. 

" O u r fi r st p ri o rit y i s s u p p o rti n g 

st u d e nt s c urr e ntl y i n t h e pr o gr a m, 

a n d t h e n w e'll s e e h o w m a n y a d di-

ti o n al st u d e nt s w e c a n s u p p ort wit h 

t h e n e w U ni v e r sit y-f u n d e d b u d g et," 

s h e s ai d. 

Kitt e n d o rf e x pl ai n e d t h at w h e n 

t h e H eli o s E d u c ati o n F o u n d ati o n 

m a d e t hi s gr a nt, t hi s w a s o n e of 

t h eir fir st f or a y s i nt o hi g h er e d u c a-

ti o n. D u ri n g a vi sit wit h H eli o s 

C E O P a ul L u n a, h e t ol d h e r U T' s 

p hil o s o p h y i n b uil di n g t hi s p r o g r a m 

c h a n g e d h o w t h e y gi v e m o n e y t o 

hi g h e r e d u c ati o n i n stit uti o n s. 

" W e di d n't w a nt t o j u st gi v e t h e 

m o n e y t o t h e st u d e nt s, w e w a nt e d 

t o u s e it t o b uil d c o n n e cti o n s wit h 

t h e m," s ai d Kitt e n d o rf. " Y e s, a 

fi n a n ci al h a n d o ut h el p s t o off s et 

st u d e nt s' c o st s, b ut b uil di n g c o n n e c-

ti o n s i s w h at k e e p s t h e m h e r e. N o w 

t h e H eli o s F o u n d ati o n l o o k s t o s e e 

if i n stit uti o n s a p pl yi n g f o r f u n di n g 

h a v e t h at c o m p o n e nt. I f elt li k e 

t h at w a s a st a m p of a p pr o v al o n t h e 

p r o g r a m w e b uilt at U T" 

C Y B E R S E C U RI T Y I S C O N SI D E R E D O N E 

of t h e f a st e st g r o wi n g fi el d s w o rl d wi d e. 

St arti n g i n F all 2 0 1 5, U T will off er a 

m aj or a n d mi n or u n d er gr a d u at e pr o-

gr a m i n c y b er s e c urit y w h er e st u d e nt s 

will l e a r n t o p r ot e ct t h e c o nfi d e nti alit y, 

a v ail a bilit y a n d i nt e g rit y of i nf o r m a-

ti o n a n d i nf or m ati o n s y st e m s. 

" D e m a n d f o r c e rtifi e d s e c u rit y 

pr of e s si o n al s i s e x p e ct e d t o ri s e a s 

gl o b al c o m m e r c e a n d m o d e r n s o ci-

et y b e c o m e s i n c r e a si n gl y d e p e n d e nt 

o n i nf or m ati o n s y st e m s a n d r el at e d 

t e c h n ol o gi e s," s ai d K e n n et h K n a p p, 

a s s o ci at e p r of e s s o r of i nf o r m ati o n a n d 

t e c h n ol o g y m a n a g e m e nt. 

T h e c u r ri c ul u m will f o c u s o n b ot h 

t h e f u n d a m e nt al s of i nf or m ati o n s y s-

t e m s a s w ell a s a d v a n c e d t o pi c s i n ar e a s 

s u c h a s n et w or k s e c urit y, cr y pt o gr a p h y, 

ri s k m a n a g e m e nt, s e c urit y g o v er n a n c e, 

b u si n e s s c o nti n uit y, s e c urit y ar c hi-

t e ct ur e, p h y si c al s e c urit y a n d criti c al 

i nfr a str u ct ur e s. 

A k e y f e at u r e of U T' s c y b e r s e c u rit y 

pr o gr a m i s t h at it pr e p ar e s st u d e nt s t o 

t a k e a n d p a s s t h e C e rtifi e d I nf o r m a-

ti o n S y st e m s S e c urit y Pr of e s si o n al 

( CI S S P) e x a m, w hi c h c e rtifi e s a n i n di-

vi d u al' s k n o wl e d g e i n t h e i nf o r m ati o n 

s e c urit y pr of e s si o n. 

T h e pr o gr a m al s o gi v e s st u d e nt s 

e xt e n si v e h a n d s- o n e x p eri e n c e u si n g 

i n d u str y st a n d ar d t o ol s i n a m o d er n 

c y b er s e c urit y l a b. 

" T h e U T c y b e r s e c u rit y m aj o r will 

d e v el o p st u d e nt s t o b e l e a d er s i n 

t h e g r o wi n g c y b e r s e c u rit y fi el d a n d 

e m pl o y e d b y p r o mi n e nt o r g a ni z ati o n s 

w o rl d wi d e," s ai d K n a p p, c y b e r s e c u rit y 

p r o g r a m di r e ct o r. 

T h e a n n o u n c e m e nt of t h e n e w p r o-

gr a m g ar n er e d att e nti o n i n l o c al m e di a 

o utl et s, w a s pi c k e d u p b y t h e A s s o ci at-

e d Pr e s s a n d t h e n t o o utl et s a cr o s s t h e 

c o u ntr y, i n cl u di n g t h e Mi a mi H er al d, 
T h e W as hi n gt o n Ti m es a n d T h e K a ns as 
Cit y St ar. 

T h e n e w c y b e c u ri t y 

m aj o r will t e a c h s t u d e n t s 

t o p r o t e c t i nf o r m a ti o n 

a n d i nf o r m a ti 	 S. 
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S ci e n ti s t s w e r e a bl e t o 

d o c u m e n t t h e e v ol u ti o n o f 

g r e e n a n ol e s i n r e s p o n s e t o 

a n i n v a si v e li z a r d s p e ci e s. 

n e w s o f n o t e 

Professor fi n ds Flori d a li z ar ds evolve wit hi n 2 0 ge ner atio ns 

R a pi d E v ol uti o n 

S C I E N T I S T S W O R K I N G O N I S L A N D S I N 

Fl o ri d a h a v e d o c u m e nt e d t h e r a pi d 

e v ol uti o n of a n ati v e li z ar d s p e ci e s —

i n a s littl e a s 1 5 y e ar s — a s a r e s ult of 

pr e s s ur e fr o m a n i n v a di n g li z ar d s p e-

ci e s, i nt r o d u c e d f r o m C u b a. 

Aft e r c o nt a ct wit h t h e i n v a si v e 

s p e ci e s, t h e n ati v e li z ar d s b e g a n p er c h-

i n g hi g h er i n tr e e s, a n d, g e n er ati o n 

aft e r g e n e r ati o n, t h ei r f e et e v ol v e d t o 

b e c o m e b ett e r at g ri p pi n g t h e t hi n n e r, 

s m o ot h er br a n c h e s f o u n d hi g h er u p. 

T h e c h a n g e o c c urr e d at a n a st o ni s h-

i n g p a c e: wit hi n a f e w m o nt h s, n ati v e 

li z ar d s h a d b e g u n s hifti n g t o hi g h er 

p er c h e s, a n d o v er t h e c o ur s e of 1 5 y e ar s 

a n d 2 0 g e n er ati o n s, t h eir t o e p a d s h a d  

b e c o m e l ar g er, wit h sti c ki er s c al e s o n 

t h ei r f e et. 

" W h e n I st a rt e d t hi s p r oj e ct i n 

1 9 9 4, I w a s m er el y l o o ki n g at e c ol o gi-

c al eff e ct s of t h e i n v a si v e li z a r d o n t h e 

n ati v e li z a r d — t h e p e r c h s hift. I h a d 

n o i d e a t h at o nl y 2 0 y e ar s l at er w e 

w o ul d d e m o n st r at e e v ol uti o n i n t h e 

n ati v e li z ar d, a n d I f e el l u c k y t o h a v e 

b e e n p art of t hi s a w e s o m e t e a m," s ai d 

T o d d C a m p b ell, a s s o ci at e p r of e s s o r of 

bi ol o g y a n d o n e of t h e l e a d a ut h o r s of 

t h e st u d y t h at a p p e ar e d i n t h e O ct. 2 4 

e diti o n of t h e j o u r n al Scie nce. 
A c c o r di n g t o t h e r e s e a r c h t e a m, t o 

p ut t hi s s hift i n p er s p e cti v e, if h u m a n 

h ei g ht w er e e v ol vi n g a s f a st a s t h e s e  

li z ar d s' t o e s, t h e h ei g ht of a n a v er a g e 

A m e ri c a n m a n w o ul d i n c r e a s e f r o m 

a b o ut 5 f o ot, 9 i n c h e s t o d a y t o a b o ut 6 

f o ot, 4 i n c h e s wit hi n 2 0 g e n er ati o n s. 

T h e n ati v e li z a r d s st u di e d, k n o w n 

a s C ar oli n a a n ol e s or gr e e n a n ol e s, 

a r e c o m m o n i n t h e s o ut h e a st e r n U. S. 

T h e i n v a si v e s p e ci e s, C u b a n a n ol e s 

o r b r o w n a n ol e s, a r e n ati v e t o C u b a 

a n d t h e B a h a m a s. Br o w n a n ol e s 

fi r st a p p e a r e d i n S o ut h Fl o ri d a i n 

t h e 1 9 5 o s, p o s si bl y a s st o w a w a y s i n 

a g ri c ult u r al s hi p m e nt s f r o m C u b a, 

a n d h a v e si n c e s pr e a d a cr o s s t h e 

s o ut h e a st er n U. S. 

C a m p b ell b e g a n st u d yi n g t h e eff e ct 

of t h e b r o w n a n ol e o n t h e g r e e n a n ol e 

i n 1 9 9 4 f or hi s d o ct or al di s s ert ati o n 

r e s e ar c h at t h e U ni v er sit y of T e n n e s-

s e e, a n d c o nti n u e d st u d yi n g t h e m aft er 

j oi ni n g t h e f a c ult y at T h e U ni v e r sit y of 

T a m p a i n 2 0 0 3. 

T hi s l at e st st u d y i s o n e of o nl y a f e w 

w ell- d o c u m e nt e d e x a m pl e s of w h at 

e v ol uti o n a r y bi ol o gi st s c all " c h a r a ct e r 

di s pl a c e m e nt," i n w hi c h si mil ar s p e ci e s 

c o m p eti n g wit h e a c h ot h e r e v ol v e dif-

f e r e n c e s t o t a k e a d v a nt a g e of diff e r e nt 

e c ol o gi c al ni c h e s. A cl a s si c e x a m pl e 

c o m e s f r o m t h e fi n c h e s st u di e d b y 

C h a rl e s D a r wi n. T w o s p e ci e s of fi n c h 

i n t h e G al a p a g o s I sl a n d s di v er g e d i n 

b e a k s h a p e a s t h e y a d a pt e d t o diff er e nt 

f o o d s o ur c e s. 

" W e h a v e l o n g k n o w n t h at 

a d a pt ati o n t o n o v el e n vi r o n m e nt al 

c o n diti o n s c a n pr o c e e d at a f a st p a c e, 

b ut o nl y a f e w st u di e s h a v e r e v e al e d 

a d a pti v e e v ol uti o n i n r e s p o n s e t o 

c o m p etiti o n wit h ot h e r s p e ci e s, s o 

t hi s i s a pr o u d m o m e nt f or all of u s," 

C a m p b ell s ai d. 

G e t t i n g s t u d e n t s " H o m e S a f e. " T hi s f all, U T 

i nt r o d u c e d t h e H o m e S af e C a r d, a p r e p ai d c a r d t h at 

c a n o nl y b e u s e d f o r t r a n s p o rt ati o n n e e d s, s u c h a s 

t a xi o r m a s s -t r a n sit f a r e. T h e c a r d w a s a wi n n e r i n t h e 

P a y b ef o r e A w a r d s. 
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GENERATION STUDY ABROAD 
Less than 10 percent of U.S. students study abroad, 

according to the Open Doors Report on International 
and Educational Exchange. To help change that, 
the Institute of International Education launched 
Generation Study Abroad, a five-year initiative with the 

,' goal of doubling the number of U.S. students studying 

abroad by the end of the decade. UT joined the initiative 

in November, bringing the total Generation Study Abroad coalition to 450. 

Spartan Ready Prepares 
Students for Life After UT 
AT MAY COMMENCEMENT, ANOTHER 

1,100 students will become gradu-
ates and leave the proverbial nest of 
UT They have certainly received an 
education in their chosen field of study, 
but an education is just one piece of 
the puzzle. What about the life skills 
they'll need to be successful in their 
career, home life and community? 

Spartan Ready is a new initiative at 
the University to help ensure students 
are career ready and prepared for life 
after UT 

"When they walk across that stage, 
we want to know that each student is 
prepared to be successful in life," says 
Tim Harding, associate dean of career 
development and engagement. "Not 
just success in the workplace, but in 
the world — in their personal life and 
community" 

A continuum of curricular and co-
curricular activities prepare students 
to be successful professionals with an 
advanced understanding of their field 
of study, the interdisciplinary work-
place, and how to be effective leaders 
and engaged citizens who contribute 
to society 

An obvious and vital part of that 
continuum is the training students 
receive in their discipline. Harding says  

co-curricular activities complement 
this education by helping students 
develop the "soft skills" employers are 
seeking, such as conflict resolution, 
public speaking, goal setting, the art of 
customer service, celebrating diversity, 
personal branding and etiquette. 

One of the goals of Spartan Ready is 
to define which skills are most sought 
by employers, and then help students 
develop them through experiential ed-
ucation opportunities like internships 
and student employment, programs 
like the President's Leadership Fellows 
and ELITE, student engagement ac-
tivities like Student Government and 
PEACE, and workshops on a range of 
topics (life skills, diversity). 

Harding said the next steps would 
be to assess and measure whether 
these activities are having the desired 
outcome and eventually recognize stu-
dents as "Spartan Ready" for the 21st 
century workplace. 

"UT was never intended to be a 
vocational training institution," said 
Harding. "We're about students being 
successful engaged citizens and profes-
sionals. This initiative fits perfectly 
with our foundation as a university. UT 
educates our students holistically and 
Spartan Ready for success." 

A DECENNIAL 
CHECKUP 
Every 10 years, UT gets to explain 

how well it is doing in preparing 

students to be productive citizens. 

This is one of those years. 

On Feb. 9-11, UT administration 

and faculty hosted representatives 

from the Southern Association of 

Colleges and Schools Commission 

on Colleges, a regional accrediting 

body, for the University's 10-year 

reaccreditation. Being regionally 

accredited allows students to 

qualify for federal financial aid, 

to transfer classes and credits 

between institutions, and certifies 

that UT is a competent and quali-

fied institution of higher learning. 

As part of the process, the 

University must select, create and 

implement a Quality Enhancement 

Plan, or QEP. UT's QEP, Learning 

by Doing: Inquiry-based Experi-

ential Education, aims to increase 

hands-on, practical and real-world 

opportunities for UT students. 

"Learning by doing is of course 

not new to UT, as it is rooted in 

our mission statement. But this 

new QEP, with its focus on under-

graduate research and internships, 

anchors learning by doing at the 

very heart of the curriculum," said 

David Stern, provost and vice 

president for academic affairs. 

The QEP was submitted Fall 

2014, and although UT won't have 

a final report until December, the 

committee's preliminary comments 

were very positive and construc-

tive.The QEP, once approved, is a 

five-year plan that will be imple-

mented beginning August 2016. 

"Our plan is to transform cam-

pus so that everything we do will 

be about inquiry-based experi-

ences," said Joe Sclafani, professor 

of psychology, who is leading the 

QEP effort. 
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news of note 

Art and Technology Collide 
IN HER SHATTERED SERIES, ARTIST 

Joanne Steinhardt examines percep-
tion — the breakdown from a sponta-
neous moment experienced by the art-
ist, through the creation of the piece 
of art and finally the re-perception 

of that original moment by the viewer 
of the piece. The square form gives a 
nod to the digital tools used to create 
the piece. 

The digital print shown here, 
"Flowering Here and There," was one  

of two works Steinhardt showed dur-
ing Electronics Alive VIII, a biennial 
invitational exhibition at the Scarfone/ 
Hartley Gallery that featured comput-
er animations, digital video, interactive 
digital work and virtual spaces. 
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I n t h e D o mi ni c a n R e p u bli c, 

f a mili e s e n c o u r a g e b o y s t o 

d r o p o u t of s c h o ol a t 1 2 t o 

f o c u s o n b a s e b all. 

I m p a ct of B a s e b all o n 
D o mi ni c a n R e p u bli c Y o ut h 
T H O U G H H E C O N SI D E R S HI M S E L F A 

h u g e f a n of b a s e b all, S h a n e S mit h w a s 

still bl o w n a w a y b y t h e d e di c ati o n t o 

t h e s p ort h e s a w d uri n g hi s tri p t o t h e 

D o mi ni c a n R e p u bli c i n J a n u ar y 2 0 1 4. 

U nli k e ot h er L ati n A m eri c a n c o u n-

tri e s, w h er e s o c c er i s ki n g, " b ei s b ol " 

i s t h e N o. i s p ort i n t h e D o mi ni c a n 

R e p u bli c. B a s e b all w a s fir st i ntr o d u c e d 

t o t h e c o u ntr y b y C u b a n s w h o c a m e 

t o w or k o n s u g ar c a n e pl a nt ati o n s o n 

t h e i sl a n d. 

"It i s a p a s si o n, " s ai d S mit h, a n 

a s si st a nt pr of e s s or of m ar k eti n g, d e-

s cri bi n g h o w w h e n p e o pl e g o t o w at c h 

a b a s e b all g a m e, t h e y w at c h t h e g a m e. 

T h er e i s n o o n e i n t h e b at hr o o m or 

at t h e c o n c e s si o n s st a n d d uri n g pl a y. 

W h e n p e o pl e d o n't h a v e t h e ri g ht 

e q ui p m e nt t o pl a y b a s e b all, t h e y u s e 

br o o m sti c k s a n d b ottl e c a p s t o pl a y a 

si mil ar g a m e, c all e d l a vit ell a. 

B ut t hr o u g h hi s ti m e i n t h e c o u ntr y, 

S mit h di s c o v er e d t h at t hi s p a s si o n f or 

b a s e b all i n t h e D o mi ni c a n R e p u bli c 

h a s a pr of o u n d i m p a ct o n it s p e o pl e. 

Pl a y er s fr o m t h e D o mi ni c a n  

R e p u bli c m a k e u p 1 2 p er c e nt of M aj or 

L e a g u e B a s e b all ( M L B) pl a y er s. T h at 

m e a n s o n e o ut of e v er y ei g ht pl a y er s 

i s fr o m t h e c o u ntr y, t h e l ar g e st gr o u p 

n e xt t o pl a y er s fr o m t h e U. S. T h e n e xt 

cl o s e st c o u ntr y i s V e n e z u el a. 

S mit h s ai d e v er y b o y i n t h e D o-

mi ni c a n R e p u bli c gr o w s u p w a nti n g 

t o b e o n a n M L B t e a m. B ut w h er e i n 

t h e U. S., c hil dr e n pl a y b a s e b all b e c a u s e 

t h e y w a nt t o, i n t h e D o mi ni c a n R e p u b-

li c t h e y pl a y b e c a u s e t h e y n e e d t o. 

Pl a y er s w h o m a k e it i n t h e U. S. s e n d 

h o m e p orti o n s of t h eir s al ar y, c all e d 

r e mitt a n c e s, w hi c h ar e u s e d t o s e n d 

ot h er f a mil y m e m b er s t o s c h o ol, r e p air 

h o m e s or o p e n b u si n e s s e s. E v e n if a 

D o mi ni c a n pl a y er n e v er m a k e s it o ut 

of t h e mi n or l e a g u e, t h e y h a v e " m a d e " 

it a s a s al ar y of j u st $ 2 0, 0 0 0 i s a l ot of 

m o n e y i n t h e i sl a n d n ati o n. 

It i s t h e diff er e n c e b et w e e n pl a yi n g 

f or "t h e p ur e j o y of it " v er s u s pl a yi n g 

b e c a u s e y o ur f a mil y i s c o u nti n g o n it. 

B e c a u s e of t hi s, f a mili e s e n c o ur-

a g e b o y s at t h e a g e of 1 2 t o dr o p o ut 

of s c h o ol a n d f o c u s s ol el y o n b a s e b all. 

Oft e n, a b u s c o n e, w hi c h ar e p art a g e nt, 

p art c o a c h, will t a k e a b o y a w a y fr o m 

hi s f a mil y a n d r ai s e hi m fr o m 1 2- 1 6. I n 

r et ur n, if t h e b o y i s si g n e d t o a t e a m, 

t h e b u s c o n e g et s a h u g e p orti o n of hi s 

si g ni n g b o n u s, ar o u n d 4 o p er c e nt. 

T h er e ar e b a s e b all a c a d e mi e s f or 

e v er y t e a m i n t h e M L B l o c at e d i n t h e 

D o mi ni c a n R e p u bli c. At 1 6, a l u c k y 

f e w ( o n e i n i, 0 0 0) ar e br o u g ht t o t h e 

a c a d e m y t o l e ar n t o pl a y b a s e b all, a s 

t h e b u s c o n e t y pi c all y o nl y drill s t h e m 

o n s kill s ( hitti n g, pit c hi n g, et c.). Fr o m 

t h e a c a d e mi e s, o nl y o n e i n 1, 0 0 0 will 

m a k e it t o t h e mi n or l e a g u e s a n d, 

a g ai n, o nl y o n e i n i, 0 0 0 will b e si g n e d 

t o a n M L B t e a m. 

T h e s e st e e p o d d s br e e d c o m p eti-

ti v e n e s s i n t h e pl a y er s, s o m e t o t h e 

e xtr e m e. T hirt y- ei g ht p er c e nt of M L B 

pl a y er s b u st e d f or u si n g p erf or m a n c e-

e n h a n ci n g dr u g s ar e D o mi ni c a n. 

If a pl a y er d o e s n't m a k e it, h e i s s e nt 

b a c k t o t h e D o mi ni c a n R e p u bli c wit h 

virt u all y n o e d u c ati o n. (I n t h e U. S., 

pl a y er s ar e at l e a st e x p e ct e d t o fi ni s h 

hi g h s c h o ol.) 

" S o m e pl a y er s c h o o s e t o st a y i n t h e 

U. S., as e v e n b usi n g t a bl es i n t h e U. S. 

i s a b ett er lif e t h a n w h at' s b a c k h o m e, " 

s ai d S mit h. 

S mit h e x pl ai n e d t h at t h e c o u ntr y 

l a c k s i nfr a str u ct ur e a n d h a s t h e w orl d' s 

d e a dli e st r o a d s. H e ar g u e d t h at t hi s s y s-

t e m i s k e e pi n g t h e n ati o n' s f ut ur e citi-

z e n s fr o m g etti n g t h e e d u c ati o n n e e d e d 

t o h el p s ol v e s o m e of t h e s e i s s u e s. 

H e c o nj e ct ur e d t h at t h e r e a s o n t hi s 

s y st e m i s all o w e d t o g o o n i s m ulti-

f a c et e d. T h e M L B i s afr ai d of l o si n g 

t hi s r e s o ur c e f or gr e at pl a y er s. T h e 

i n di vi d u al t e a m s d o n't w a nt t o b e at 

a di s a d v a nt a g e t o e a c h ot h er if s o m e 

r e cr uit pl a y er s t h er e a n d s o m e d o n't. 

A n d t h e D o mi ni c a n R e p u bli c d o e s n't 

w a nt t o l o s e it s gr e at e st e x p ort a n d t h e 

i n c o m e fr o m r e mitt a n c e s. 

" O ur d e m a n d f or pr o d u ct i s w h at' s 

dri vi n g t hi s m a c hi n e, " s ai d S mit h. 

" D o n't f e el g uilt y, b ut b e a w ar e. T hi s 

i s n ot n e w, b ut it h a s g o n e o n f or t o o 

l o n g. " 

P H O T O G R A P H C O U R T E S Y O F S H A N E S MI T H 
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S e ni o r Gi o v a n n y Alf o n z o' s 

g r a n d sl a m i n t h e t o p of 

t h e s e v e n t h i n ni n g g a v e 

U T a f o u r - r u n l e a d. 

n e w s o f n o t e 

s p a rt a n s p o rt s 

I A N 

S p a r t a n s Bl a s t t h e Bi g L e a g u e s 
S p art a ns defe at M L Bs P hil a del p hi a P hillies i n e x hi bitio n g a me 

I T W A S T H E T O P O F T H E S E V E N T H I N-

ni n g d uri n g t h e b a s e b all t e a m' s M ar c h 

e x hi biti o n g a m e v e r s u s M aj o r L e a g u e 

B a s e b all' s ( M L B) P hil a d el p hi a P hil-

li e s. J u ni or T y C o ol er l e d off wit h a 

pi n c h- hit o n e- o ut si n gl e t o c e nt e rfi el d, 

st e ali n g s e c o n d t o gi v e T a m p a a r u n n er 

i n s c o ri n g p o siti o n. 

O n e o ut l at e r, j u ni o r pi n c h hitt e r 

J o e W al s h t o o k fir st b a s e o n a w al k. 

S e ni or pi n c h hitt er Br ett J o n e s t h e n 

r e s p o n d e d wit h a t w o- o ut i nfi el d 

si n gl e t o l o a d t h e b a s e s, a n d all r u n n er s 

a d v a n c e d o n t h e n e xt w al k t o A n d r e w 

A m ar o, w hi c h ti e d t h e g a m e at 2- 2. 

Wit h t h e b a s e s still l o a d e d, s e ni o r 

Gi o v a n n y Alf o n z o bl a st e d a h o m e r u n 

o v e r t h e l eftfi el d f e n c e t o p r o p el t h e 

S p art a n s t o a f o ur-r u n l e a d. It w a s t h e 

d efi ni n g s c or e of t h e g a m e, a n d t h e 

S p art a n s t o o k a 6- 2 l e a d. 

I n t h e e n d, t h e U T b a s e b all t e a m 

d ef e at e d t h e P hilli e s. T a m p a e nt e r e d 

t h e g a m e wit h a r e c or d of 1 3- 1, a n d 

alt h o u g h t h e wi n d o e s n ot aff e ct t h ei r 

N C A A r e c o r d, t h e S p a rt a n s m a d e 

hi st or y. T h e vi ct or y st a n d s a s t h e fir st 

ti m e a n N C A A- s a n cti o n e d t e a m h a s  

d ef e at e d a n M L B t e a m si n c e t h e Di vi-

si o n I U ni v e r sit y of Mi a mi H u r ri c a n e s 

d ef e at e d t h e Fl o ri d a M a rli n s ( n o w t h e 

Mi a mi M arli n s) i n 2 0 1 1. 

T h e S u n d a y aft er n o o n g a m e m ar k e d 

t h e o p e ni n g of 2 0 1 5 S pri n g Tr ai ni n g 

a n d w a s t h e fir st g a m e pl a y e d b y a n 

M L B t e a m t hi s s p ri n g. 

J u ni o r ri g ht- h a n d e d pit c h e r D a vi d 

H ei nt z st a rt e d o n t h e m o u n d f o r t h e 

S p art a n s, t o s si n g f o ur c o m pl et e i n-

ni n g s a n d all o wi n g j u st o n e e ar n e d r u n. 

T h e st a rt e r all o w e d f o u r hit s a n d t w o 

w al k s, stri ki n g o ut t w o. 
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WOMEN'S 
SOCCER 
HELPS OUT 
The women's soccer team con-
tinued its community engage-
ment with a pair of visits to local 
schools in the spring semester. 

The Spartans began their out-
reach on Friday, Feb. 20, at The 
Primrose School. Members of the 
team were split among three dif-
ferent classrooms (ages 4-5). The 
team did a variety of activities 
with the kids, including reading 
aloud, creating arts and crafts, 
working with puzzles, playing 
cards (Go Fish!), as well as play-
ing with them on the playground. 

On Friday, March 6, members 
of the Spartan team went to 
Cleveland Elementary School to 
help out with their annual field 
day. The team was split up into 
different groups, with each group 
in charge of running a specific sta-
tion. A few team members were 
involved in the jump rope station, 
others at the "Book Bus" where 
they helped kids pick out books. 
Another group was at the "writing 
wall" where the kids could sign 
their name on a banner to be 
hung in the school's entrance. 

Junior righty Dylan Barrow ap-
peared on the mound first in relief, al-
lowing two hits in two innings pitched. 
He earned the win in the exhibition. 

Junior lefty Michael Calkins ap-
peared for the seventh and eighth 
innings, allowing no hits and striking 
out one. 

Righty Zac Favre and left-handed 
pitcher Kevin Martin tag-teamed to 
close out the bottom of the ninth for 
the Spartans, allowing no hits and no 
runs. Martin earned the save in the 
outing, his first of the year. 

On the day, Tampa's pitching staff 
allowed just six Phillies hits, stranding 
io runners on base and striking out six. 

Both teams were quiet offensively 
through the first inning, and it was the 
Phillies who jumped on the board in 
the bottom of the second to take the 
lead. Philadelphia strung together a 
double and two singles before closing 
out the at-bat with a two-run lead. 

Neither team scored during the 
next three innings, but Tampa came 
out swinging offensively in the top of 
the sixth inning. Amaro, a senior, led 
off the inning with a one-out outfield 
single, and stole second to give the 
Spartans a runner in scoring position. 
Alfonso, a senior, then answered the 
call, sending a single to centerfield that 
scored Amaro to give Tampa its first 
run of the contest. 

Collectively, No. i Tampa recorded 
eight hits in the victory. Amaro, 
Alfonso, Stephen Dezzi, Cooler, Nick 
Tindall and Jones each registered hits 
against the MLB team, while Alfonso 
racked up five of the six runs batted in. 

The UT baseball program is no 
stranger to big games, having traveled 
to Cuba to play some of the top teams 
in the country in January 2014. The 
Spartans also defeated The Netherlands 
national team, 7-6, in a game prior to 
the 2006 World Baseball Classic. 

PLAYER OFTHE YEAR Berkley Whaley '16 (center) became the second player in UT volleyball history to 

be named the American Volleyball Coaches Association (AVCA) National Player of the Year, and the second 

in the last three years (middle hitter Danielle Selkridge '12 first received the honor in 2012).Whaley was 

honored at the AVCA All-America/Player of the Year Banquet with Head Volleyball Coach Chris Catanach 

'83 and three-time Olympic beach volleyball gold medalist Kerri Walsh. 
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T h e S p a r t a n v oll e y b all 

t e a m c a p t u r e d t h e 2 0 1 4 

N C A A Di vi si o n I I n a ti o n al 

ti tl e i n D e c e m b e r. 

V oll e y b all C h a m pi o n s hi p 
O n e t o R e m e m b e r 

n e w s o f n o t e 

F O U R M O N T HS A F T E R WI N NI N G U T's 
1 4t h n ati o n al c h a m pi o ns hi p, B er kl e y 
W h al e y t al ks a b o ut t h e v oll e y b all t e a m's 
a m a zi n g s e as o n li k e it w as y est er d a y. 

" N o o n e was g oi n g t o gi v e u p u ntil w e 
w o n t h at g a m e, " s ai d W h al e y, a j u ni or 
o utsi d e hitt er f or t h e t e a m, w h o s c or e d 
t h e fi n al p oi nt t o cli n c h t h e vi ct or y 
" T h e l ast p oi nt w as pr o b a bl y t h e m ost 
s urr e al m o m e nt I h a v e e x p eri e n c e d. " 

Wit h i o str ai g ht w e e ks r a n k e d 
as t h e t o p t e a m i n t h e n ati o n a n d 
n e v er e ar ni n g a r a n k b el o w s e c o n d 
t hr o u g h o ut t h e s e as o n, t h e U T S p art a n 
v oll e y b all t e a m wr a p p e d a hist ori c 
s e as o n b y wi n ni n g t h e N C A A Di visi o n 

II N ati o n al C h a m pi o ns hi p o n D e c. 
6, 2 0 1 4, wit h a s w e e p o v er S o ut h w est 
Mi n n es ot a St at e. 

T h e wi n m ar k e d t h e U ni v ersit y's 
1 4t h n ati o n al c h a m pi o ns hi p a n d t h e 
s e c o n d f or t h e v oll e y b all t e a m, t h e first 
c o mi n g i n 2 0 0 6. 

T h e at m os p h er e w as el e ctri c as 
t h e S p art a ns s y n c hr o ni z e d as a t e a m 
t o e ar n t h at l ast p oi nt i n t h e t hir d 
s et. T h e s cr e a ms a n d c h e ers fr o m t h e 
cr o w ds o v er p o w er e d t h e r o o m as t h e 
fi n al b all hit t h e fl o or. I n u nis o n, t h e 
pl a y ers o n t h e c o urt t ur n e d t o w ar ds 
e a c h ot h er f or a cir c ul ar c el e br ati o n 
fill e d wit h t e ars a n d s mil es. H ol di n g  

t h e n ati o n al c h a m pi o ns hi p tr o p h y o v er 
t h eir h e a ds, t h e t e a m m at es a n d t h eir 
c o a c h es c o m m e m or at e d a n o utst a n d-
i n g s e as o n. 

" O ur t e a m h a d a c o m bi n ati o n of 
h ei g ht a n d at hl eti cis m. T h e pl a y ers 
f o c us e d o n t h e e n d g o al, a n d I b eli e v e 
w e p e a k e d [ e v er y o n e w as p erf or mi n g 
at t h eir b est } at t h e p erf e ct ti m e, " s ai d 
C hris C at a n a c h ' 8 3, h e a d v oll e y b all 
c o a c h. 

" T his wi n r e pr es e nts h o w m u c h 
w e w a nt e d t o wi n t his g a m e f or e a c h 
ot h er, " s ai d W h al e y, w h o w as n a m e d 
t h e A m eri c a n V oll e y b all C o a c h es 
Ass o ci ati o n Pl a y er of t h e Y e ar. "It 
r e pr es e nts t h e h ar d w or k w e p ut i n 
at e v er y w or k o ut a n d e v er y pr a cti c e. 
It r e pr es e nts h o w h ar d t h e c o a c h es 
w or k e d s o t h at w e c o ul d b e t h e b est. It 
r e all y j ust r e pr es e nts a u ni q u e gr o u p of 
p e o pl e t h at w er e aft er t h e s a m e g o al. " 

T h e n ati o n al c h a m pi o ns hi p wi n 
w as t h e c ul mi n ati o n of a n i m pr essi v e 
s e as o n b y t h e t e a m. I n a d diti o n t o 
t h e c h a m pi o ns hi p titl e, t h e S p art a ns 
e ar n e d a n N C A A S o ut h R e gi o n C h a m-
pi o ns hi p a n d a S u ns hi n e St at e C o nf er-
e n c e C h a m pi o ns hi p. 

M e a g a n B ur k e, s e ni or mi d dl e 
bl o c k er, w as t hrill e d t o fi nis h h er c ol-
l e g e c ar e er wit h a c h a m pi o ns hi p a n d is 
g oi n g t o miss t h e o p p ort u nit y t o pl a y 
u n d er h er c o a c hi n g st aff a n d wit h h er 
t e a m m at es. S h e s ai d s h e w o ul d r eli v e 
t h at m o m e nt of wi n ni n g e v er y d a y f or 
t h e r est of h er lif e if s h e c o ul d. 

" B ei n g a p art of t his t e a m is u nf or-
g ett a bl e a n d d efi nit el y t h e b est f o ur 
y e ars of m y lif e — a gr o u p of p e o pl e 
t h at I will n e v er f or g et, " s h e s ai d. 

— E MI L Y S T O O PS 

O N T H E H O N O R R O L L 

Si x t y s t u d e n t - a t hl e t e s m a d e t h e C o m mi s si o n e r' s H o n o r R oll f o r F all 2 0 1 4, i n cl u di n g 1 1 wi t h 

a p e rf e c t 4. 0 G P A. T h e n a ti o n al c h a m pi o n s hi p v oll e y b all t e a m h a d 1 2 m e m b e r s o n t h e li s t, 

i n cl u di n g all si x of i t s s t a r t e r s pl u s t h e li b e r o. A m o n g t h e f o u r s t u d e n t - a t hl e t e s t o e a r n a 4. 0, t w o 

w e r e al s o s t a r t e r s. 

1 0 U T J O U R N A L S P RI N G 2 0 1 5 	 P H O T O G R A P H B Y B RI A N TI R P A K 
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I niti ati v e ai m s t o i n cr e a s e 

w o m e n i n t e c h m aj or s 	 i 
0 

A Y L A H A R RI S ' 1 5 N E V E R 

c o n si d er e d a c ar e er i n 

t h e t e c h fi el d. "It w a s 

s o m et hi n g I h a d n e v er l e ar n e d a b o ut 

b ef or e," s h e s ai d. A s a b u si n e s s m a n-

a g e m e nt m aj or, s h e t o o k t w o el e cti v e 

t e c h n ol o g y-f o c u s e d c o ur s e s j u st t o a d d 

a littl e e d g e t o h er r e s u m e. S h e s o o n d e-

ci d e d, h o w e v er, t e c h n ol o g y w a s t h e fi el d 

s h e n e e d e d t o b e i n. H arri s s wit c h e d 

h er m aj or t o m a n a g e m e nt i nf or m ati o n 

s y st e m s ( MI S) a n d a d d e d a mi n or i n 

c y b er s e c urit y, w hi c h s h e f elt g a v e h er 

m or e f o c u s a n d dir e cti o n. 

" T h e y w er e e y e- o p e ni n g cl a s s e s o n 

(t e c h) a s a c ar e er, a n d t h e l a c k of p e o pl e 

willi n g t o w or k i n t h e fi el d," s ai d H arri s, 

of M e df o r d, O R. 

n 
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Tech fields are among the fastest 

growing in the U.S. The number of 
applications software developers —
who design everything from the Excel 
spreadsheet you do your budgets on, 
to the addictive (and frustrating) levels 
of Candy Crush Saga — is projected 
to grow 57 percent from 2010 to 2020, 

according to the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics. In that same period, the number of 
systems software developers, respon-
sible for creating and upgrading your 
computer's (and phone's) operating 
system, is projected to grow 72 percent. 

But despite the high demand in 
these fields, there is a lack of qualified 
candidates to fill the need, most no-
tably amongst women. Though there 
are a number of high-profile women in 
tech — Facebook Chief Operating Of-
ficer Sheryl Sandberg and Yahoo! CEO 

° Marissa Mayer to name two — there is 
a marked disparity between the num-
ber of men and women in tech fields. 

Women represent 34 percent of 
Web developers; 23 percent of pro-
grammers; 37 percent of database 
administrators; 20 percent of software 
developers and 15 percent of informa-
tion security analysts according to  

thought now (Being in this major) was 
intimidating because of my lack of 
tech skills, but I soon realized it's the 
work ethic that makes you succeed. 
Not how good a programmer you are." 

Brianna Cronin '17, a fellow MIS 
major, has also noted she is one of only 
a few females in her MIS classes. 

Cronin, who is analytical and detail-
orientated, noticed in high school that 
men and women learn in different 
ways. So she has come to rely on other 
females for support and encourage-
ment in her classes. 

"I think it's important to seek out 
each other," said Cronin of Bradenton, 
FL. "There's a place for women in this 
field." 

Cronin has found a mentor in 
Natasha Veltri, an associate professor 
of information and technology manage-
ment at UT Veltri studies gender issues 
in relation to science, technology, engi-
neering and math. While on sabbatical 
for the 2013-2014 academic year, she 
examined gender differences in the use 
of social media: social networks, gam-
ing, blogging and microblogging. 

"Our perceptions of gender are re-
ally evolving," Veltri said. "Today's girls 

0 

"You don't have to be a techy nerd to work in this field. 
We love technology, you can make good money and 
you're in demand." _s 7 -SA RAH _AK' '15 

the Department of Labor's Current 
Population Survey, 2012. 

Women in tech majors at UT reflect 
this national trend in the disparity 
of women in tech fields with women 
representing less than a quarter of 
students majoring in MIS. 

For Harris, who spent four years 
in the U.S. Marine Corps, the lack of 
females in the major didn't give her a 
second thought. 

0 "I've been in the minority a long 
time. In the Marine Corps I'd walk 
into a room of 200, and I'd be one of 
20 females," Harris said. "It's an after- 

are very different, they are participat-
ing equally in many areas, but there is 
still an inherent stigma." 

Veltri points out that women make 
6o percent of technology purchases 
and tend to be more in control of the 
family budget. 

"If women are making the majority 
of purchases of technology, they need 
to be more a part of developing that 
technology," she said. 

There has been much conjecture 
over the reasons for the lack of women 
choosing tech careers, from there not 
being enough girls who choose corn- 

UTJOURNAL SPRING 2015 13 



    

	 I 

    

    

     

p ut er s ci e n c e c o ur s e s i n hi g h s c h o ol, t o 

t h e fi el d b ei n g u n w el c o mi n g t o t h o s e 

w h o d o n't "fit i n." W h at e v e r t h e c a u s e, 

it i s a n i s s u e t h at m erit s att e nti o n, 

si n c e it h a s b e e n s h o w n t h at di v er sit y 

i n t h e t e c h i n d u str y cr e at e s a str o n g er 

a n d m o r e effi ci e nt w o r kf o r c e. 

T h e N ati o n al C e nt e r f o r W o m e n 

a n d I nf o r m ati o n T e c h n ol o g y ( N C-

WI T) h a s f o u n d t h at " c o m p a ni e s wit h 

t h e hi g h e st r e p r e s e nt ati o n of w o m e n 

i n t h eir m a n a g e m e nt t e a m s h a v e a 3 4 

p e r c e nt hi g h e r r et u r n o n i n v e st m e nt 

t h a n di d t h o s e wit h f e w o r n o w o m e n." 

T o h el p cl o s e t h e g e n d er g a p i n t h e 

t e c h n ol o g y fi el d, U T j oi n e d eff o rt s 

wit h N C WI T i n 2 0 1 3 f or a t w o- y e ar 

p r o g r a m a s a N C WI T P a c e s ett e r. L e a d 

b y t h e D e p a rt m e nt of I nf o r m ati o n a n d 

T e c h n ol o g y M a n a g e m e nt i n t h e S y k e s 

C oll e g e of B u si n e s s, U T' s g o al i s t o 

i n cr e a s e e nr oll m e nt of f e m al e s i n t h e 

m a n a g e m e nt a n d i nf or m ati o n s y st e m s 

( MI S) p r o g r a m b y s o p e r c e nt. I n S p ri n g 

2 0 1 3, 2 0 of t h e 8 1 MI S st u d e nt s w er e 

f e m al e. I n S pri n g 2 0 1 5, t h at n u m b er i s 

n o w 2 1 of 1 0 4. 

W hil e t hi s i s f a r f r o m 5 o p e r c e nt, 

V eltri s ai d t hi s n u m b er d o e s n't i n cl u d e 

t h e n u m b er of i nt er n ati o n al b u si n e s s 

st u d e nt s wit h a c o n c e ntr ati o n i n MI S. 

I n 2 0 1 3 t h er e w a s j u st o n e f e m al e i n 

t h at pr o gr a m a n d n o w t h er e ar e si x. 

I n a d diti o n, t h e d at a d o e s n't r efl e ct 

t h e n u m b er of f e m al e st u d e nt s w h o 

m a y m aj or i n b u si n e s s or ot h er a c a-

d e mi c pr o gr a m s b ut d e ci d e t o p ur s u e 

t e c h c ar e er s. 

B y e x p o si n g st u d e nt s t o t h e o p p or-

t u niti e s a v ail a bl e i n t h e t e c h s e ct or, a n d 

gi vi n g t h e m h a n d s- o n o p p ort u niti e s t o 

f e el o ut w h at t e c h c ar e er s e nt ail, V eltri 

s ai d s h e i s s e ei n g m or e st u d e nt s s h o w 

a n i nt er e st i n t h e fi el d. 

"I t hi n k w h at h el p e d t h e m o st i s 

t h at w e all c o n s ci o u sl y f o c u s e d o n 

i d e ntif yi n g m oti v at e d f e m al e st u d e nt s 

a n d e n c o ur a g e d t h e m t o b e l e a d er s of 

t h e T e c h n ol o g y Cl u b at U T," V eltri s ai d. 

" B y b ei n g l e a d er s t h e y b e c o m e r ol e 

m o d el s t h e m s el v e s a n d r e cr uit ot h er 

f e m al e st u d e nt s." 

O n e s u c h st u d e nt i s S ar a h Z a ki ' 1 5, 

n o w p r e si d e nt of t h e T e c h n ol o g y Cl u b 

a n d u n offi ci al c h a m pi o n of t h e MI S 

d e gr e e. S h e h a s m a d e it h er mi s si o n t o 

e d u c at e h er p e er s o n t h e i n d u str y a n d 

it s o p p o rt u niti e s. 

Z a ki s ai d s h e w a s t h e ki d i n h er 

f a mil y w h o w a s g o o d wit h c o m p ut-

e r s; t h e o n e p e o pl e w e nt t o f o r h el p. 

T h o u g h s h e' s al w a y s b e e n a f a n of  

t e c h n ol o g y, s h e n e v er c o n si d er e d a 

c ar e er wit h it. 

"I f e el li k e n o b o d y pl a n s t o st art o ut 

i n t e c h n ol o g y. I w a nt e d t o b e a v et eri-

n ari a n f or l e s s t h a n h alf a s e m e st er," 

s ai d Z a ki, w h o st u m bl e d i nt o MI S 

t hr o u g h a C ar e er S er vi c e s e v e nt a n d 

q ui c kl y c h a n g e d m aj or s. " E v er yt hi n g 

i s str u ct ur e d. I' m a v er y or g a ni z e d a n d 

d et ail- o ri e nt e d p e r s o n. T h e c o r e of 

MI S i s b u si n e s s a n al y s e s. It' s t e di o u s, 

b ut it' s l o gi c al t o m e." 

Z a ki d e s c ri b e s MI S a s a mi xt u r e of 

b u si n e s s pri n ci pl e s a n d c o m p ut er s ci-

e n c e w h er e gr a d u at e s h a v e a b u si n e s s 

l e v el k n o wl e d g e of t e c h n ol o g y. 

" Y o u a ct a s a bri d g e b et w e e n t e c h y 

f ol k s a n d m a n a g e m e nt," s h e e x pl ai n e d. 

Z a ki s p e nt t hi s s u m m er i nt er ni n g 

wit h T ri b ri d g e, a T a m p a t e c h n ol o g y 

s er vi c e s fir m, w h o s e h u m a n r e s o ur c e s 

dir e ct or w a s i n att e n d a n c e at a C ar e er 

S e r vi c e s e v e nt. Z a ki i nt r o d u c e d h e r-

s elf, a n d s e v er al i nt er vi e w s l at er, l a n d e d 

t h e i nt e r n s hi p w o r ki n g i n t h e c u st o m e r 

r el ati o n s hi p m a n a g e m e nt d e p a rt m e nt. 

S h e al s o t ur n e d a n i nt er n s hi p e ar n e d 

t hr o u g h o n e of C ar e er S er vi c e s' i nt er n-

s hi p f air s l a st y e ar i nt o a p art-ti m e j o b. 

S h e w or k s f or W e b s ult s fr o m h o m e 

m o stl y, wit h w e e kl y m e eti n g s a cr o s s 

t h e str e et fr o m c a m p u s at O xf or d 

E x c h a n g e. S h e pr o vi d e s s e ar c h e n gi n e 

o pti mi z ati o n, w e b sit e d e si g n a n d cli e nt 

c u st o m er s er vi c e. 

" S ar a h i s a m o v er a n d a s h a k er," s ai d 

I I arri s. "I c o n si d er h er a m e nt or e v e n 

t h o u g h s h e i s w a y y o u n g er t h a n m e. I' m 

s ur e s h e' s gi v e n m e s o m a n y o p p ort u ni-

ti e s t h at I d o n't e v e n k n o w a b o ut." 

U n d er Z a ki' s w at c h, t h e T e c h n ol o g y 

Cl u b h a s p art n er e d wit h t h e T a m p a B a y 

T e c h n ol o g y F o r u m ( T B T F) i n p r o vi di n g 

a v a st a n d r o b u st li st of n et w or ki n g o p-

p ort u niti e s, b u si n e s s t o ur s a n d c o nf er-

e n c e w or k s h o p s f or st u d e nt s t o att e n d. 

L a st s e m e st e r Z a ki o r g a ni z e d a 

g r o u p of st u d e nt s t o att e n d t h e T B T F 

T e c h T r e n d s e v e nt o n i nf o r m ati o n 

s e c urit y, h e ari n g fr o m s p e a k er s li k e t h e 

c hi ef of c y b e r s e c u rit y at U. S. C E N T-

C O M a n d i nf o r m ati o n s e c u rit y l e a d e r s 

G etti n g t h e W or d O ut 
L a s t y e a r C a r e e r S e r vi c e s a n d t h e M I S d e p a r t m e n t h o s t e d a p a n el di s c u s si o n 

wi t h t e c h n ol o g y l e a d e r s o u tli ni n g t h e v a ri e t y of o p p o r t u ni ti e s a v ail a bl e i n 

t h e fi el d. O r g a ni z e r s i ni ti all y a n ti ci p a t e d a n a u di e n c e of 4 0 s t u d e n t s b u t 

i n s t e a d h o s t e d m o r e t h a n 2 2 0, m a n y of t h e m f r e s h m e n a n d s o p h o m o r e s 

s till d e ci di n g o n t h ei r m aj o r s o r a c c o m p a n yi n g mi n o r s. 

T h e g o al of t h e s e e v e n t s i s fi r s t a n d f o r e m o s t t o m a k e s t u d e n t s a w a r e 

of c a r e e r s i n t e c h n ol o g y, b u t t h e y al s o h el p k e e p t o p t al e n t i n t h e T a m p a 

B a y a r e a. T a m p a mi r r o r s t h e n a ti o n al t r e n d of h a vi n g a g a p b e t w e e n t h e 

t e c h j o b s a v ail a bl e a n d t h e t al e n t t o fill t h e m. 

" O r g a ni z a ti o n s i n cl u di n g t h e T a m p a B a y T e c h n ol o g y F o r u m a r e 

a t t e m p ti n g t o d e v el o p p r o g r a m s t o a s si s t wi t h b o t h t h e a w a r e n e s s of 

p o si ti o n s a n d t r ai ni n g of p o t e n ti al a p pli c a n t s t o m e e t t h e d e m a n d of t h e 

w o r kf o r c e t o d a y, " s ai d M a r k C ol v e n b a c h, di r e c t o r of C a r e e r S e r vi c e s. " T h e 

p a r t n e r s hi p wi t h S a r a h a n d t h e s t u d e n t c h a p t e r i s c ri ti c al t o r ai si n g a w a r e -

n e s s a n d f u r t h e r c o n n e c ti n g s t u d e n t s a n d t h e U ni v e r si t y t o c o m p a ni e s a n d 

t h e w o r ki n g w o rl d. " 
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Associate Professor of 

Information and 

Technology Management 

Natasha Veltri 

at The Home Depot, Bright House 
Networks and Raymond James Finan-
cial. Last year, the club attended the 
TBTF Tech Trek, visiting technology 
companies on a bus tour around town. 

"People don't know about oppor-
tunities, and I don't blame them," said 
Zaki, of Temple Terrace, FL. "I didn't 
know about them, and I grew up here." 

In addition to her work with the 
Technology Club, Zaki is a member 
of the UT Entrepreneurs. A true 
fan of Sandberg, Zaki, along with 
other female student leaders, started 
a women's group within UT Entre-
preneurs called the Spartan Women's 
Lean In Circle, named in reference to 
Sandberg's book, Lean In: Women, Work 
and the Will to Lead. The UT group aims 
to mentor younger students, provide 
awareness and offer training, such as 
how to strengthen negotiating skills. 

When Zaki came to college, she was 
followed by the haze of warnings about 
there being no jobs for new graduates. 
But the gap of MIS jobs and those with 
technology skills is wide, and she wants 
to let students know about it. 

"You don't have to be a techy nerd 
to work in this field," said Zaki, who 
will start full time as a staff member in 
the Risk Advisory Consultant Program 
with Ernst & Young when she graduates 
in May. "I just want to show students 
what is out there. We love technology, 
you can make good money and you're 
in demand. I'm lucky because I fell into 
MIS. I want to expose that to others." 

To Veltri, Zaki has been a wonderful 
role model for other female students 
on campus by taking a leadership role 
and sharing her passion for technology 
with others. 

"Female role models are very im-
portant and can help encourage other 
females to pursue IT-related degrees," 
Veltri said. "Only working together 
can industry, academia, government 
and public media change the existing 
socially constructed stereotype and 
ensure gender parity in technology for 
the future." UT 



H o w t h e gift of a w h e el c h air h e 

o n e U T fr e s h m a n c o m pl et e a d 

0,0 

B Y KI L E Y M A L L A R D 

V .4   

P H O T O G R A P H S B Y A L E X M C K NI G H T 

A C K I N N O V E M B E R, T Y L E R H E R N 

d e z '1 8 w as ri di n g i n his p ar e nts' c ar, 
s urr o u n d e d b y his f a mil y, w h e n h e g ot 
t h e c all h e' d b e e n h o pi n g f or. It w as 
his birt h d a y, a n d t h e y h a d j ust fi nis h e d - 
a c el e br at or y di n n er at his f a v orit e 
r est a ur a nt. 

His p h o n e r a n g a n d h e s a w t h at it 
w as Mi k e H a y es, h e a d c o at 	t h e 
U. S. P o w er S o c c er Ass o ci ati o n's T e a m 
U S A, w hi c h will c o m p et e i n t h e FI P F A 
W orl d C u p l at er t his y e ar. 

"I fi g ur e d a F a c e b o o k p ost w o ul d n't 
b e e n o u g h t o wis h y o u a h a p p y birt h-
d a y, " H a y es s ai d, a n d t h e y t al k e d a b o ut 
h o w H er n a n d e z w as f ari n g wit h his 
h o m e t e a m, t h e T a m p a T h u n d er. 

H er n a n d e z a p pr e ci at e d t h e c all a n d 
w as pl e as e d t h at H a y es r e m e m b er e d his 
birt h d a y, b ut as t h eir c o n v ers ati o n c a m e 
t o a cl os e, H a y es as k e d a q u esti o n t h at 
w o ul d c h a n g e t h e tr aj e ct or y of his lif e 
a n d, as h e p uts it, c o m pl et e a dr e a m. 

" B ef or e I l et y o u g o, I w a nt e d t o 
as k y o u h o w w o ul d y o u li k e t o pl a y f or 
T e a m U S A? " s ai d H a y es. 
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Hemandez shows off 

his Strike Force power 

soccer wheelchair. 



"With power soccer you do everything on your own. And that's 
what I like. I want to be independent. I want to make my own 
decisions when I'm playing sports." i I 1 R _ _I RN N DI / '18 

"I was like, 'What? Of course! I 
was just so thrown off. It was crazy" 
said Hernandez, describing how his 
mother, Megan, started screaming with 
excitement in the front seat, how his 
father, Chuck, tried to shush her so he 
could hear, and how his younger sister, 
Haley, was sitting next to him smiling. 

Hernandez's journey to Team USA 
began 1i years ago, when he was just 8 
years old. Diagnosed with spinal mus-
cular atrophy at 13 months, he has been 
in a wheelchair since he was 3 years old. 
At a Muscular Dystrophy Association 
camp one summer, they asked him if 
he'd like to try out power soccer. 

"I said, "Sure, why not? I've loved it 
ever since," he said. Hernandez played 
first with the Tampa Thunder club 
team, then for the Tampa Bay Crossfire 
for a few years. He recently rejoined 
the Tampa Thunder, who are currently 
the No. 2 team in the U.S. 

"I tried other disabled sports, but 
there's no independence to it. Some-
body has to help you," said Hernandez. 
"With power soccer you do everything 
on your own. You control the chair. 
You control what you do. You don't 
have somebody else do it for you. And 
that's what I like. I want to be inde-
pendent. I want to make my own deci-
sions when I'm playing sports." 

Hernandez also enjoys the level of 
competitiveness and that it's an inter-
national sport. 

He got his first taste of interna-
tional play five years ago, when he was 
able to go to France and train with the 
French international team. Watch-
ing the best players in France play, 
Hernandez started to realize if he put 
in the effort, he might one day reach 
that level. 

"I saw what it took to be a world-
class player," he said. "I decided to 
stick with this and continue to work 
hard to be the best I could be." 

The last two FIPFA World Cups 
were held in 2007 in Tokyo and 2011 in 
Paris. Since players are required to be 
at least 16 to play at that level, Hernan- 

dez was too young to try out for either 
of those teams. The 2015 team was 
his first opportunity to apply, but the 
timing of the tryout came at a critical 
transition for him. 

Hernandez began his freshman year 
at UT in August 2014, and tryouts for 
Team USA were slated for October. 

"I didn't really know if I wanted to 
continue playing," said Hernandez. "I 
love power soccer. It's taken me places 
that I could have never imagined, but 
I didn't know if I'd be able to handle 
playing soccer for the Tampa Thunder, 
possibly playing soccer on the national 
team and also balancing college. It was 
a really tough decision." 

Ultimately, he decided to apply and 
was chosen to be one of 20 to try out 
for one of 12 spots on Team USA. 

"I couldn't give it up," he said. "Soc-
cer is just one of those things I can't let 
go right now I just have too much fun. 
And having the opportunity to be able 
to represent my country is something I 
couldn't give up." 

Though he was excited about the 
invitation, there was one major ele-
ment still holding him back. In order 
to be able to hold his own against 
the best power soccer players in the 
nation, he would need a Strike Force 
Wheelchair. 

"Everybody has one now," said Her-
nandez. "If you don't you get pushed 
around. You can't compete." 

The cost of these specially designed 
power soccer wheelchairs runs from 
$8,000 to $10,0oo, depending on the 
configuration. Hernandez didn't want 
his parents, who were already pay- 
ing for college, to take on this added 
expense. 

That's when Hank Malouf stepped in. 
Last March, Malouf was reading the 

Tampa Tribune, when an article about 
Hernandez captured his attention. He 
was struck first by all the things they 
had in common. Here was a kid who 
went to Jesuit High School, where he 
spent three years in high school. He 
planned to attend UT, where Malouf 
also attended. And he played soccer, 
which Malouf also played both in high 
school and at UT 

When he realized that all Her-
nandez needed to move up to the 
next level was this special wheelchair, 
Malouf was moved to action. 

"It was instant," said Malouf. "We 
had so much in common, and I had the 
means to help out." Malouf contacted 
the author of the original piece, eff 
Berlinicke, who put him in touch with 
Pete Young, the director of communi-
cations at Jesuit, who finally connected 
the two. 

Malouf owns Hank's Place Catfish 
and BBQ, located at 8546 N. Dale 
Mabry Highway in Tampa, and he 
invited Hernandez to come by the 
restaurant. Once they met, Malouf's 

Power soccer is the first competitive team sport designed and developed for 

power wheelchair users. It combines the skill of the player with the speed 
and power of the wheelchair. The game is played indoors, on a gymnasi-
um basketball court and uses a 13-inch soccer ball. During play, two teams 
with four players each face off in a game similar to able-bodied soccer. 

The sport was developed in France in the early 1970s and introduced in 

the U.S. in the early 1980s. The U.S. Power Soccer Association was formed 
in 2006 and today is made up of more than 60 registered teams in five 
conferences. That same year, several countries came together to form the 
Federation Internationale de Powerchair Football Association (FIPFA) and 

standardize the rules for play. The first FIPFA World Cup was played in 2007. 
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Ise 

h u n c h t h at t h e y h a d a l ot i n c o m m o n 

w a s c o nfir m e d, a n d t h e t w o b e g a n a 

fri e n d s hi p t h at c o nti n u e s t o d a y. 

W h e n t h e H e r n a n d e z f a mil y fi n all y 

f o u n d a Stri k e F or c e w h e el c h air t h at 

w o ul d w o r k f o r T yl e r, M al o uf t ol d t h e m 

t o s e n d hi m t h e i n v oi c e, a n d h e' d t a k e 

c ar e of it. 

" S o m a n y p e o pl e h a v e h el p e d m e 

g et t o w h e r e I a m," s ai d M al o uf, w h o 

o p e n e d H a n k' s Pl a c e j u st o v e r t h r e e 

y e ar s a g o a n d h a s b e e n o v er w h el m e d 

b y t h e s u p p ort fr o m t h e c o m m u nit y. 

"It' s b e y o n d w h at I a nti ci p at e d, a n d 

I f e el v e r y f o rt u n at e. I l o o k f o r a n y 

c h a n c e t o gi v e b a c k, a n d t hi s w a s j u st 

t h e p e rf e ct o p p o rt u nit y" 

F o r H e r n a n d e z, t h e diff e r e n c e 

b et w e e n t h e Stri k e F or c e a n d hi s e v- 

er y d a y w h e el c h air i s " ni g ht a n d d a y." 

"It s s p e e d. It s p o w e r. It s a c c el-

e r ati o n. It t o o k m e a g o o d s oli d f e w 

m o nt h s t o g et a c c u st o m e d t o it," s ai d 

H e r n a n d e z. "It' s d efi nit el y u p p e d m y 

g a m e t o a w h ol e n e w l e v el." 

H er n a n d e z h a d j u st t hr e e w e e k s 

b et w e e n r e c ei vi n g t h e c h ai r a n d t h e 

t r y o ut f o r T e a m U S A. E v e r y o n e el s e, 

h e s ai d, h a d h a d t h eir Stri k e F or c e 

w h e el c h air f or a y e ar. T h o u g h h e pr a c-

ti c e d, oft e n j u st g oi n g t o t h e g y m t o 

dri v e it ar o u n d wit h o ut a b all, h e s ai d 

h e still di d n't h a v e t h e s a m e m a st er y 

a n d e a s e t h e ot h er pl a y er s h a d. 

"I k n e w g oi n g t o c a m p t h at it w a s 

g oi n g t o b e t o u g h f o r m e t o m a k e t h e 

t e a m," h e s ai d, e x pl ai ni n g n ot o nl y w a s 

h e n e w t o u si n g hi s Stri k e F or c e, b ut 

a l ot of t h e p e o pl e f r o m t h e p r e vi o u s 

T e a m U S A w e r e t r yi n g o ut a s w ell. 

T h e t r y o ut w a s a t h r e e- d a y c a m p,  

8 a. m. t o 8 p. m. e a c h d a y, fill e d wit h 

d rill s a n d s c ri m m a g e s — a g r u eli n g 

s c h e d ul e, b ut H e r n a n d e z si m pl y s ai d, 

"It w a s a w e s o m e." 

"It w a s a gr e at e x p eri e n c e. I g ot 

b ett er, a n d t h at' s w h at I r e all y w a nt e d t o 

d o," h e s ai d. "I al s o w a nt e d t o c o m pl et e 

a dr e a m. I' v e al w a y s w a nt e d t o pl a y f or 

T e a m U S A a n d g oi n g t o tr y o ut s w a s t h e 

fir st st e p i n a l o n g pr o c e s s." 

T h e p r o c e s s w a s a littl e l o n g e r f o r 

H er n a n d e z t h a n hi s T e a m U S A t e a m-

m at e s, a s h e di d n't m a k e t h e i niti al 

1 2- m e m b er t e a m. T h at di s a p p oi nt m e nt 

w a s s h ort-li v e d, h o w e v er, w h e n h e g ot 

t h e c all fr o m H a y e s o n hi s birt h d a y. 

S o f ar, hi s w orri e s a b o ut j u g gli n g 

s o c c er a n d st u di e s s e e m u nf o u n d e d. 

A n h o n o r s st u d e nt a n d a c c o u nt-

i n g m aj o r, H e r n a n d e z r e c ei v e d o n e of 

o nl y s e v e n A s i n hi s H o n o r s fi n a n ci al 

a c c o u nti n g cl a s s t a u g ht b y R o b e rt 

M a rl e y, a s si st a nt p r of e s s o r of a c-

c o u nti n g. T h e cl a s s, h e s ai d, w a s hi s 

f a v o rit e b y f a r. 

" Si n c e a c c o u nti n g i s s u c h a diffi c ult 

s u bj e ct, I a m a m a z e d t h at h e i n di c at e d 

it w a s o n e of hi s f a v orit e cl a s s e s. M o st 

p e o pl e d o e v e r yt hi n g t h e y c a n t o a v oi d 

it," s ai d M arl e y. 

" T yl er i s a n a m a zi n g st u d e nt w h o 

i nt uiti v el y gr a s p s t h at fi n a n ci al a c-

c o u nti n g i s n ot a n a b str a ct s u bj e ct 

r e q ui ri n g mi n dl e s s m e m o ri z ati o n," h e 

c o nti n u e d. " T yl er i s al s o a n i n s pir ati o n 

t o m e, p er s o n all y, b e c a u s e h e d e m o n-

str at e s t h e p o s si bilit y of t h e h u m a n 

s pirit. I wi s h all m y st u d e nt s p o s s e s s e d 

hi s dri v e." 

H e r n a n d e z still pl a y s wit h t h e 

T a m p a T h u n d er a n d i s g e ari n g u p t o 

( L ef t ) M al o uf s ai d h e a n d H e m a n d e z 

c o n n e c t e d f r o m t h e s t a r t a n d will al w a y s 

b e f ri e n d s. ( Ri g h t ) I n J a n u a r y, H e m a n d e z 

c o m pl e t e d t h e fi r s t T e a m U S A t r ai ni n g 

c a m p i n A ri z o n a. 

pl a y i n t h e n ati o n al c h a m pi o n s hi p, 

w hi c h i s b ei n g h el d i n T a m p a t hi s J u n e. 

H e s ai d it w a s a t o u g h tr a n siti o n j oi n-

i n g b ot h t h e T a m p a T h u n d er a n d T e a m 

U S A i n t h e s a m e y e ar. 

"I g ot b ot h pl a y b o o k s at t h e s a m e 

ti m e, a n d t h e y b ot h u s e a n u m b er s y s-

t e m. I w a s t r yi n g t o k e e p b ot h of t h e m 

str ai g ht i n m y h e a d a n d t h o u g ht, ' W ell, 

t hi s i s g oi n g t o b e c o nf u si n g," h e s ai d 

wit h a l a u g h. "I' m fi n all y g etti n g t h e m 

b ot h d o w n. I'll b e al ri g ht." 

I n J a n u ar y, H er n a n d e z c o m pl et e d 

t h e fir st T e a m U S A tr ai ni n g c a m p i n Ar-

i z o n a. I n b et w e e n c a m p s, h e i s r e q uir e d 

t o c o m pl et e w e e kl y drill s, w hi c h hi s 

si st er, w h o pl a y s s o c c er f or St ei n br e n n er 

Hi g h S c h o ol, h el p s hi m wit h. 

Pl a yi n g wit h T e a m U S A c o m e s 

wit h s o m e hi g h c o st s — air tr a v el, 

h ot el, w h e el c h air v a n r e nt al s, t o n a m e 

a f e w T o h el p off s et t h e s e e x p e n s e s, 

H e r n a n d e z c r e at e d a G o F u n d M e sit e 

at w w w g of u n d m e. c o m /j u 3l n c.  

H e r n a n d e z cl e a rl y f e el s t h e e x p e ri-

e n c e i s w ort h t h e c o st. H e li g ht s u p 

t al ki n g a b o ut hi s f ell o w T e a m U S A 

t e a m m at e s. 

" T h e s e ar e t h e 1 2 b e st pl a y er s i n t h e 

U nit e d St at e s, a n d t h e l e v el of s o c c e r 

i s cr a z y. I n s a n e. A w e s o m e," h e s ai d. 

" E v e r yt hi n g y o u d o i s t o p l e v el. I l o v e 

it. I l o v e t h e p r e s s u r e. I l o v e t h at I' m 

pl a yi n g wit h t h e b e st." U T 
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Biochemist, postdoctoral fellow, 
entrepreneur, triathlete. 

Kevin Curtis 9 o5 takes it all in stride. 



Curtis in his research 

laboratory at the 

Miami Veterans Affairs 

Healthcare System. 
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"KEVIN WAS ONE OF THOSE STUDENTS WHO WAS GOING TO JUST GO 
AND DO GREAT THINGS ■ " - 11EATHER MASONJONES, UT PROFESSOR 01 BIOLOGY 

KEVIN CURTIS '05 WAS A BUSY GUY WHILE A STUDENT AT UT WHILE 
working on a major in marine science and minor in biochemistry, 
he rowed on the crew team. He also worked in two different labs, 
even helping to set up one lab from scratch and serving as a teacher's 
assistant — all as an undergraduate. 

If that were all he'd done while on 
campus, no one would have called him 
lazy. 

Then he decided to train for a 
marathon. 

"One day I just started running," he 
said. He kept going until he was run-
ning the length of Bayshore Boulevard 
and back, which is about five miles 
each way. He figured that "if I could do 
that, I could probably do a marathon." 
He ran the Gasparilla Marathon in 
2004 with a time of 3 hours, 37 min-
utes, 13 seconds — an exemplary debut. 

Not much has changed for Curtis, 
except that he's moved his operations 
to Miami. Curtis earned his doctorate 
in biochemistry from the University of 
Miami in 2010 and now works for the 
University of Miami and the Miami 
Veterans Affairs Healthcare System. 

In his spare time, he and a friend 
founded a company that is focusing 
on using algae to create alternative 
fossil fuels. In 2015, he will compete in 
the USA National Triathlon Olympic- 
Distance National Championships and 
in his first Iron Man. 

How does he manage to fit it all 
into his schedule? "I just really enjoy all 
of it," he said. 

As a postdoctoral fellow at the 
University of Miami Miller School of 
Medicine and a research biochemist 
at the Miami Veterans Affairs Health-
care System, he's conducting research, 
funded by a grant from the National 
Institutes of Health, on vitamin D 
and its effect on bone health and bone 
development. Specifically, he's studying 
how it affects bone marrow derived 
adult stem cells. 

"We all have adult stem cells 
throughout our adult life. They're 
involved in the maintenance and repair  

of our bones," he said. "I'm looking at 
how vitamin D regulates adult stem cell 
bone health and repair as we're aging." 

The research has shown that forms 
of vitamin D previously thought to be 
inactive are vital for the maturation of 
stem cells into bone cells. He hopes 
the long term outcome of his research 
will provide new treatments for bone 
disease and bone damage by combin-
ing the use of bone marrow derived 
adult stem cells with specific, patient-
tailored vitamin D treatment. 

Curtis grew up in Downingtown, 
PA, a suburb of Philadelphia. He chose 
UT because of its reputation in marine 
science. He also knew that because 
of the size of the school and the size 
of his future classes, that he'd have a 
better opportunity to do hands-on 
research right away, which for him 
proved to be the case. 

He worked in two labs while a 
student, including that of Heather 
Masonjones, professor of biology. 
Masonjones started at the University 
the same fall that Curtis began his 
freshman year, so he helped her set up 
and run her research lab, then worked 
as a teaching assistant in her marine 
ecology course — yes, as a freshman, 
before he even took the class himself. 

"It's odd, but it really fits with 
Kevin's personality in that he's such a 
helpful person, and he's knowledgeable 
about so many things," she said. "It was 
a great opportunity for him to get in on 
the ground floor of a faculty member's 
research lab." 

They also wrote a grant together, 
and in 2003 and 2004, did work that 
what would become the backbone of 
Masonjones' research program. That 
program focuses on syngnathid fishes, 
which includes dwarf seahorses and  

pipefish in Tampa Bay, the Florida Keys 
and the Bahamas. 

"Kevin was one of those students 
who was going to just go and do great 
things," she said. "He's incredibly moti-
vated, and he's incredibly determined. 
He absolutely understands that to get 
to your goals, you have to invest lots 
and lots of hard work. He never said no 
to an opportunity while he was here." 

Masonjones thought Curtis would 
continue to pursue his academic 
career in marine science — and Curtis 
did, too. 

But Curtis also had a minor in 
biochemistry and the biochemistry 
program at the University of Miami 
presented a better opportunity for him 
than what was being offered in marine 
science. He took it, packing up his 
things and driving to Miami to start his 
graduate studies right after graduation. 

Soon after finishing his doctorate, 
though, he began seeking a place to 
bring the marine sciences back into 
his work, and so in 2013, he and friend 
Daniel Pelaez founded Algaergy LLC. 

"We were feeling very frustrated 
about the outlet of academic science," 
he said. There, the course of research 
is determined by funding and grants, 
which while providing support for his vi-
tamin D work, could stymie research on 
ideas that aren't quite fully cooked yet. 

"We spent a lot of nights talking 
about how we could come up with an 
environment where we could follow up 
with our own ideas on our own time," 
he said. After two and a half years of 
talking, Algaergy was born. "We incor-
porated ourselves and slowly started 
collecting used or broken lab equip-
ment and repairing everything," he said. 

Algaergy focuses on using microal-
gae for biofuel production. "It's already 
being used all through the U.S.," he said. 

The process begins with algae 
grown in big vats of water, which is 
then used to make oil as an alternative 
to fossil fuel. But that process hasn't 
been perfected. "The biggest problem 
with algae is that they either grow too 

22 UTJOURNAL SPRING 2015 



_ 

A r u n ni n g i n s t r u c t o r c o n vi n c e d C u r ti s, w h o 

e nj o y s r u n ni n g, bi ki n g a n d s wi m mi n g, t o 

t r y t ri a t hl o n s. H e q u alifi e d f o r t h e 2 0 1 5 

U S A T ri a t hl o n Ol y m pi c - Di s t a n c e N a ti o n al 

C h a m pi o n s hi p s. H e r e h e i s o u t f o r a r u n a t 

T ri B e a c h o n K e y Bi s c a y n e i n Mi a mi. 

sl o w or gr o w t o o f ast, " h e s ai d. " T h e y 
d o n't pr o d u c e e n o u g h li pi ds or f ats t o 
pr o d u c e oil. " 

At Al ga er g y, h e a n d P ela e z ar e w or k-
i n g o n usi n g, st u d yi n g a n d g e n eti c all y 
m o dif yi n g mi cr o- al g a e, c y a n o b a ct eri a 
a n d a n y p h ot os y nt h eti c or g a nis m f or 
us e i n bi o-f u el pr o d u cti o n a n d n at ur al 
pr o d u ct dis c o v er y. T h e y w a nt t o m a k e 
t h e pr o c ess b ett er. " W e'r e g e n eti c all y 
e n gi n e eri n g mi cr o al g a e t o gr o w m or e 
effi ci e ntl y a n d als o pr o d u c e oil, " h e s ai d. 

T h e y w or k o n t h e pr oj e ct i n t h eir 
fr e e ti m e. T h at w or k is als o f ar e n o u g h 
a w a y fr o m t h e r es e ar c h of t h eir d a y 
j o bs t h at t h er e will n e v er b e a c o nfli ct 
of i nt er est. F or n o w, t h e y'r e s elf-f u n d-
e d a n d als o e x pl ori n g cr o w df u n di n g 
t hr o u g h s o ur c es li k e Ki c kst art er. c o m  

a n d E x p eri m e nt. c o m . 
D es pit e b ei n g a b us y r es e ar c h er, 

a n d w or ki n g ni g hts a n d w e e k e n ds o n 
his fl e d gli n g c o m p a n y, C urtis h as n ot 
dr o p p e d o n e v er y i m p ort a nt p art of his 
lif e: at hl eti cs. T h at G as p arill a M ar a- 
t h o n h e r a n i n c oll e g e w as j ust t h e st art. 

" Aft er I m o v e d t o Mi a mi, I k e pt 
r u n ni n g, " h e s ai d. H e h a d als o b e e n a 
s wi m m er as a c hil d, a n d c o nti n u e d t o 
s wi m w hil e at U T " E v er y si n gl e ti m e 
I' d g o d o w n [t o m e et u p] f or a l o n g 
dist a n c e tr ai ni n g s essi o n, I' d ri d e m y 
bi k e. I bi k e e v er y w h er e, " h e s ai d, e v e n 
c o m m uti n g r o u n d tri p t o w or k a b o ut 
i o mil es e v er y d a y. 

O n e of t h e i nstr u ct ors i n t h e r u n-
ni n g gr o u p n oti c e d t h e bi k e a n d as k e d 
C urtis if h e s w a m, t o o. T h e a ns w er 
w as y es, s o t h at i nstr u ct or c o n vi n c e d 
C urtis t o tr y tri at hl o ns. 

I n 2 0 1 4, h e fi nis h e d t hr e e tri at h-
l o ns: o n e at t h e i nt er n ati o n al dist a n c e, 
o n e at t h e Ol y m pi c dist a n c e a n d o n e 
at t h e H alf Ir o n M a n dist a n c e. C urtis 
di d n't j ust d o t h e m t o c o m pl et e t h e m 
— h e di d t h e m w ell. 

B as e d o n his ti m e i n t h e Ol y m pi c 
dist a n c e tri at hl o n, h e q u alifi e d f or t h e 
2 0 1 5 U S A Tri at hl o n Ol y m pi c- Dist a n c e 
N ati o n al C h a m pi o ns hi ps, w hi c h will 
b e h el d i n Mil w a u k e e i n A u g ust. H e 
als o c o m p et e d i n his first o p e n w at er 
s wi m r a c e: t h e S wi m f or t h e Alli g at or 
Li g ht h o us e, w hi c h is a n ei g ht n a uti c al 
mil e s wi m i n t h e Fl ori d a K e ys. H e di d 
t h at wit h a f o ur- p ers o n t e a m. 

H e w as n a m e d a T e a m F D C R u n- 
ni n g A m b ass a d or f or 2 0 1 4 - 2 0 1 5. T ea m 
F D C is a Mi a mi- b as e d gr o u p t h at gr e w 
o ut of p e o pl e tr ai ni n g f or t h e Mi a mi 

M ar at h o n a n d Mi a mi H alf M ar at h o n. 
A m b ass a d ors ar e t h os e w h o e m b o d y 
t h e i d e as of t h e gr o u p a n d h el p ot h er 
at hl et es wit h t hi n gs li k e r u n ni n g f or m, 
t e c h ni q u e a n d "j ust pr o vi d e m or al s u p-
p ort, " h e s ai d. 

" S o m e p e o pl e h a v e n't r u n a mil e 
or t w o b ef or e i n t h eir li v es, " h e s ai d. 
" T h os e first ti m es y o u d o r e all y l o n g 
r u ns, es p e ci all y w h e n y o u g et t o 1 5 or 
1 6 mil es, it t a k es a l ot — n ot j ust p h ysi-
c all y b ut m e nt all y. " 

I n 2 0 1 5, asi d e fr o m t h e tri at hl o n 
c h a m pi o ns hi ps, h e is als o h o pi n g t o 
r u n t w o ultr a- m ar at h o ns ( at 5 0 1( a n d 
5 0 mil e dist a n c es), d o t h e s a m e o p e n 
w at er s wi m b ut o n a t e a m of t w o ( a n d 
t h e n d o it s ol o i n 2 0 1 6), a n d c o m pl et e 
his first f ull Ir o n M a n, w hi c h is a 2. 4-
mil e s wi m, 1 1 2- mil e bi c y cl e ri d e, t h e n 
a 2 6. 2- mil e r u n. I n J a n u ar y, h e r a n t h e 
Mi a mi H alf M ar at h o n, fi nis hi n g wit h a 
p ers o n al b est r e c or d of i h o ur 3 o mi n-
ut es, a n d i n F e br u ar y h e c o m pl et e d t h e 
R a g n ar R el a y Fl ori d a K e ys, a 1 9 6- mil e 
r el a y r a c e fr o m Mi a mi t o K e y W est. 

W h e n as k e d h o w h e b al a n c es his 
w or k, his c o m p a n y a n d his w or k o uts, 
C urtis sa ys h e d o es n't q uit e k n o w. Fitti n g 
t h e m all i nt o his lif e d o es n't f a z e hi m. 

Si n c e h e d o es e nj o y it, it d o es n't f e el 
li k e h e's gi vi n g u p his fr e e ti m e, h e s ai d. 
"I e nj o y d oi n g all of it, s o I j ust k e e p 
g oi n g. " U T 
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class acts 

Sherry '67 and Zane '64 Corson 

THE SCOOP ON YOUR CLASSMATES AND FRIENDS 

56  Al Berry received the 

Boy Scouts' Dean 

Snyder Soaring Eagle Community 

Service Award in February, and 

the Plant City Photo Archives and 

History Center's Heritage Award 

in March, according to the Plant 
City Observer (Plant City, FL). Al 

also served as the Grand Parade 

Marshal at the Florida Strawberry 

Festival in March. He served as 

the director for the festival for 

43 years, and is now director 

emeritus. 

64 Lisbeth Calandrino 
has been a business 

coach and trainer in Albany, NY, 

for 25 years. She recently wrote 

an article for the Times Union (Al-

bany, NY), "Who Said High School 

Grades Indicate Success? It's 

Baloney," arguing that the grades  

a child receives in school do not 

necessarily indicate their level of 

success later in life. 

Email: Lcalandrino@nycap.rr.com  

Zane and Sherry Corson '67 
celebrated their 50th wedding an- 

niversary. They met while students 

at UT and were married just a few 

months later. Sherry is an enrolled 

agent for the IRS and a manager 

for H&R Block in Tampa. Zane is 

a retired school teacher but still 

keeps busy working on old homes 

in Tampa's Hyde Park neighbor-

hood. They enjoy spending time 

with their six grandchildren, vaca-

tioning every summer with them in 

Captiva Island, FL. 

65  Odis Gene Richardson 
has been appointed to 

the Gary Public Library board of 

trustees in Gary, IN. 

70 Frank Permuy was 

honored in February 

when Tampa's Gaither High School 

renamed its baseball field as Frank 

Permuy Park. Permuy began his 

coaching career in 1971 at Leto 

High School, also in Tampa. He also 

coached at UT before winning a 

state title at Tampa Catholic in 1982. 

He's been credited with 1,368 wins 

and is a member of three Hall 

of Fames. 

72 Sandra C. Delzotti 
married Julia L. Bruno 

in December 2014 at St. Andrew's 

Episcopal Church in Richmond, VA. 

75  Audri Scott Williams 
spoke at Lycoming 

College's Unity Day about unity, 

community and globalization, 

according to NorthcentralPA.com . 

Audri is a trustee of the Global 

Council of the United Religions 

Initiative and the coordinator for 

the Global Indigenous Initiative. 

76  Louis "Lou" Diaz has 

retired after serving 28 

years with the Hillsborough County 

School District, most recently as 

principal of Alonso High School 

in Tampa, according to the Tampa 
Bay Times. 

Bob Ford, the head golf profes-

sional at Oakmont Country Club in 

Pittsburgh and Seminole Golf Club 

in Juno Beach, FL, was recognized 

as a Pro's Pro by globalgolfpost. 

corm Bob has played in 10 PGA 

Championships, three U.S. Opens, 

five Senior PGA Championships and 

two U.S. Senior Opens. In 1988, he 

was awarded the PGA of America's 

Professional Player of the Year, 

and, in 2005, he was inducted into 

the PGA Hall of Fame. 

FROM THE 
ALUMNI 
DIRECTOR 
Every October, the 
University invites 
alumni back to campus 

for a weekend of 
events and activities 
during homecoming 
(this year scheduled 
for Oct. 23-24). 
Leading up to this 
exciting weekend, 
the University looks 
to volunteers to help 
us plan the activities 
and encourage alumni 
attendance. 

This year we'll 

celebrate reunions 
for the classes of 
'90, '95, '05 and '10, 
and we're in need of 
alumni leaders to help 
with their respective 
25th, 20th, 10th and 
fifth reunions. In 
addition, we'll induct 

the class of 1965 into 
our Golden Spartan 
Society as part of their 

50th reunion. 
To get involved 

with any of these 
reunion teams or for 
more information on 
homecoming involve-
ment, contact the 
Office of Alumni and 
Parent Relations at 
alumni@ut.edu . 
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cc 
American Marketing Association. AMA provided me the 
opportunity to hold a leadership role. I learned valuable 
organizational skills. I also gained the confidence to 
speak in front of a large group of people. 
—ALUMNUS '10, FROM ALUMNI ATTITUDE SURVEY 11  

alumni report 

Rande Ridenour joined the 

Mote Marine Laboratory board of 

trustees, according to the Herald 

Tribune (Sarasota, FL). Rande is 

a resident of Siesta Key, FL, and 

served on Mote's advisory council 

since 2008, including a term as 

chairman. He has worked as a 

financial planner for 35 years 

and is senior vice president and 

financial advisor at Morgan 

Stanley in Sarasota. 

77  Charlie Miranda was re-

elected to the Tampa City 

Council District 2 seat. Charlie is a 

six-term councilman, first elected 

in 1974, and has served 21 years 

in office in three different stints, 

according to Tampa Bay Online. 

81  David Ross was promoted 

to the chief operating 

officer/chief financial officer of the 

Western Region of Teneth Health, a 

publicly traded health care system. 

Email: cdavidross123@aol.com  

82  Trish Messina relocated 

back to Tampa for a new 

job as director of client services at 

Resources Global Professionals. 

Email: messina.trish©gmail.com  

83  Andy Ferrigno MBA 
87 was appointed vice 

president of global sales at Parnell 

Pharmaceuticals Holdings Ltd., a 

fully integrated pharmaceutical 

company focused on developing, 

manufacturing and commercial-

izing innovative animal health solu-

tions, according to biospace.com . 

Gary Pickett MBA is the new 

chief financial officer, secretary 

Dana Crosby-Collier '88 

and treasurer for First Choice 

Healthcare Solutions Inc., accord-

ing to BioMedReports. Prior to this 

appointment, Gary served as a 

senior financial executive at Bovie 

Medical Corporation. 

Tara (Richards) Swartzbaugh is 

the new director of music and or-

ganist at First Presbyterian Church 

of Brandon, FL. She continues as 

an adjunct faculty member of the 

music and theatre departments 

at UT and pianist for Plant High 

School's choral program. 

84 Joe DiBari has been 

Fordham University's 

sports information director for 18 

years, according to the Providence 

Journal (RI). Joe joined the 

Rams in 1997 and is among the 

longest tenured men's basketball 

staff members in the Atlantic 10 

Conference. 

85  John Stimus was named 

the regatta director for 

the Eighth Annual Tampa Mayor's 

Cup Regatta, according to USRow-

ing. Administered through the 

United States Rowing Association, 

the regatta was held on March 21 

and was the main event surround-

ing the Roosevelt Regatta Festival.  

88  Dana Crosby-Collier 
joined the real estate 

section of the Shuffield Low-

man law firm, based in the firm's 

Orlando office. She is an active 

member of the Florida Bar, serving 

as the 2014-2015 chair of the city, 

county and local government law 

section. 

89 Steven Simon was 

promoted to sergeant 

in the Lawrence Township (NJ) 

Police Department, according to 

centraljersey.com . He began his 

law enforcement career at the Uni-

versity of Medicine and Dentistry 

of New Jersey. He also worked 

for the Helmetta Borough Police 

Department, and was hired by the 

Lawrence Township Police Depart-

ment in 2005. He has received two 

Commendable Service awards and 

a Life Saving Award. 

2 Richard Gaspar was 9  added to the Wall of 

Legends at East Bay High School 

(Gibsonton, FL) for his contributions 

to the school, according to Tampa 

Bay Online. Richard attended East 

Bay, returned as a teacher and 

later served as the principal of 

the adult school. He said he was 

inspired to become a teacher due 

to the influence of his high school 

instructors. In 2011, the College 

Media Association honored 

him as the 10th recipient of the 

Distinguished Advisor award. 

Richard is a professor of mass 

communications at Hillsborough 

Community College. 

94  Kenneth Lewis was 

appointed to the city of 

Lauderhill, FL, planning and zoning 

board and the Lauderhill Regional 

Chamber of Commerce's board of 

directors in November. 

98  Tommy Inzina MBA is 
chief operating officer at 

BayCare Health System, the largest 

community-based health system in 

the Tampa Bay area. He recently 

assumed the additional role of Bay-

Care president and will transition 

into the role of CEO in mid-2016. 

Cathy Kaufmann has joined 

Families USA as the national 

consumer group's enrollment 

program director, according to The 

Oregonian. Cathy will oversee all 

of Families USA's health insurance 

coverage enrollment work. 

Jessica Spencer was a 

panelist at a town hall meet-

ing in Ft. Myers, FL, on 

whether medical marijuana 

Make your plans now! Save the date for 2015 Homecoming and 
Reunions. This year's festivities will be held Oct. 23-24. Go to 
alumni.ut.edu  for more details. 
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F m _ --p -t a n s p o tli g h + 

C o r k F ri e d m a n ' 8 7 
T h e R e al D e al 

s h o ul d b e l e g ali z e d i n Fl ori d a. T h e 

i s s u e w a s v ot e d d o w n d uri n g t h e 

N o v e m b er 2 0 1 4 el e cti o n. J e s si c a 

t o o k a l e a v e of a b s e n c e fr o m h er 

p o siti o n a s t h e pr oj e ct dir e ct or at 

t h e M a n at e e C o u nt y S u b st a n c e 

A b u s e C o aliti o n t o s er v e a s t h e 

st at e wi d e c o aliti o n dir e ct or f or t h e 

V ot e N o O n 2 c a m p ai g n. 

Ai m e e Fr a n c o e ur T e s or o j oi n e d 

Tr a n s a m eri c a Fi n a n ci al A d vi s or s 

I n c. i n St. P et er s b ur g, F L, a s vi c e 

pr e si d e nt of t e c h n ol o g y a n d o p er a-

ti o n s. Ai m e e i s a c ertifi e d fi n a n ci al 

pl a n n er a n d h ol d s FI N R A S eri e s 6, 

7, 2 4 a n d 6 6 li c e n s e s. 

9 9  S u n n y K o Mit c h ell w a s 

pr o m ot e d t o li e ut e n a nt 

c ol o n el i n t h e U. S. Ar m y i n J a n u-

ar y. S h e c o m p et e d t o s e c ur e a s p ot 

o n t h e All- Ar m y w o m e n' s g olf 

t e a m a n d d ef e n d h er titl e at t h e 

M or al e, W elf ar e a n d R e cr e ati o n All 

Ar m e d S er vi c e s g olf t o ur n a m e nt, 

a c c or di n g t o t h e T h e F ort C a m p b ell 

C o uri er ( K Y). S u n n y h a s a p p e ar e d 

i n t h e All- S er vi c e s t o ur n a m e nt 

f or 1 2 y e ar s, a n d w o n si x ti m e s 

si n c e 2 0 0 5. 

0 0 L u k e R o s a i s a hi g h 

s c h o ol s o ci al st u di e s 

t e a c h er a n d f o u n d er of t h e hi g hl y 

r at e d T e a c h er s P a y T e a c h er s st or e, 

St u d e nt s of Hi st or y, w hi c h s ell s 

s o ci al st u di e s l e s s o n pl a n s o n 

t h e W e b. 

E m ail: l u k er o s a © g m ail. c o m  

Willi a m S c h a u dt m arri e d A m y 

Willi s o n A u g. 1 6, 2 0 1 4. 

E m ail: ut cr e w 1 9 9 7 @ h ot m ail. c o m  

0 1  H ei di  E s c al o n a  i s  a  

r e gi st er e d m e nt al h e alt h 

c o u n s el or i nt er n w or ki n g t o 

b e c o m e a li c e n s e d t h er a pi st. S h e 

i s li vi n g i n S o ut h Fl ori d a a n d i s 

e n g a g e d t o b e m arri e d t hi s s pri n g. 

J a m e s " Ji mi " Ki n er, U T' s a s-

si st a nt s wi m mi n g c o a c h, i s c h air 

of t h e C oll e g e S wi m mi n g C o a c h e s 

T h e fir st ti m e C or k Fri e d m a n ' 8 7 s et o ut t o fil m t h e 

g u ar d s m e n of C o a st G u ar d St ati o n C a p e Di s a p -

p oi nt m e nt i n a cti o n, h e br o k e hi s ri b s. 

" T hi s i s d a y o n e, " s ai d Fri e d m a n. " I' m t h e g u y 

w h o' s s u p p o s e d t o gi v e t h e g o o d i m pr e s si o n, a n d 

I t h o u g ht I w a s g oi n g t o di e. " 

Fri e d m a n h a s w or k e d i n t h e fil m a n d vi d e o 

pr o d u cti o n i n d u str y f or m or e t h a n 2 5 y e ar s. Aft er 

w o r ki n g a s s e ri e s p r o d u c e r o n C o a st G u ar d Fl or- 

i d a i n 2 0 1 2, T h e W e at h er C h a n n el s e nt hi m t o fil m 

a si mil a r s h o w i n t h e P a cifi c N o rt h w e st, C o a st 

G u ar d C a p e Di s a p p oi nt m e nt P a cifi c N ort h w e st. 

C a p e Di s a p p oi nt m e nt i s l o c at e d n e a r t h e 

m o ut h of t h e C ol u m bi a Ri v er i n s o ut h er n W a s h-

i n gt o n a n d i s o n e of t h e m o st h a z ar d o u s ar e a s 

f or b o at er s i n t h e U. S. W at er t e m p er at ur e h o v er s 

ar o u n d 5 5 d e gr e e s. If a m ari n er g o e s o v er b o ar d, 

t h e y h a v e a b o ut 3 0 mi n ut e s t o a n h o ur b ef or e t h e y 

di e of h y p ot h er mi a. 

" T h e r e s c u e s w e g ot t h e r e w e r e t h e r e al 

d e al, " s ai d Fri e d m a n. 

T h e h o stil e c o n diti o n s m a d e it t o u g h t o s h o ot 

a T V s h o w. F or o n e, h e s ai d t h e c a m er a e q ui p m e nt 

d o e s n't li k e s alt w at er. T h e y c o n str u ct e d li g ht -

w ei g ht h o u s e s a n d b a g s f or s o m e of t h e c a m er a s 

a n d l eft t h e m or e e x p e n si v e c a m er a s o n s h or e. 

A n ot h e r c h all e n g e w a s fi n di n g c a m e r a m e n 

— t w o c a m er a m e n q uit ri g ht off t h e b at. W hil e 

h a n gi n g o ut wit h c o m m e r ci al fi s h e r m e n, li st e ni n g 

t o t h eir st ori e s, Fri e d m a n h a d a n e pi p h a n y. H e 

a d v erti s e d f or a n y u n e m pl o y e d or n ot -i n - s e a s o n 

fi s h er m e n t h at w er e i nt er e st e d i n w or ki n g o n t h e 

s h o w a n d s ai d a c o u pl e w o r k e d o ut g r e at. 

" Y o u c a n t e a c h p e o pl e h o w t o u s e a c a m er a 

i n t h o s e c o n diti o n s, b ut y o u c a n n ot t e a c h p e o pl e 

n ot t o b e s c ar e d a n d n ot t o h e s e a si c k, " h e s ai d. 

F ri e d m a n s ai d t h e c r e w li v e d wit h t h e g u a r d s -

m e n d u ri n g fil mi n g a n d w o ul d w o r k si x d a y s a 

w e e k, 2 4 h o ur s a d a y. 

" T h e t hi n g wit h t hi s s h o w i s y o u c a n n ot mi s s 

t h at h eli c o pt er, y o u c a n n ot mi s s t h at b o at w h e n 

t h e c all c o ni e s i n o r y o u' v e mi s s e d t h e e pi s o d e, " 

h e s ai d. 

T h e s h o w w e nt o n t o b e c o m e t h e hi g h e st 

r at e d i n T h e W e at h er C h a n n el' s hi st or y of ori gi n al 

pr o gr a m mi n g a n d i s a v ail a bl e t o str e a m o n H ul u. 
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J a m e s  " Ji mi "  Ki n e r  ' 0 1  Willi a m  " J o s h "  P o d ol s k y  ' 0 1  

al u m ni r e p o r t 

A s s o ci ati o n of A m eri c a Di vi si o n II 

T e a m R a n ki n g C o m mitt e e. 

W e sl e y K o g el m a n i s C E O of 

B u y a Ti m e s h ar e. c o m , w hi c h r e c e ntl y 

c el e br at e d it s 1 5t h y e ar i n b u si n e s s. 

T h e w e b sit e pr o vi d e s a pl a c e w h er e 

o w n er s c a n c o n d u ct tr a n s a cti o n s 

dir e ctl y wit h b u y er s a n d r e nt er s. 

Willi a m " J o s h " P o d ol s k y w a s 

el e ct e d p art n er at P h el p s D u n b ar 

L L P. H e pr a cti c e s l a w i n t h e fir m' s 

T a m p a offi c e, w h er e h e c o n c e n-

tr at e s i n t h e ar e a s of r e al e st at e, 

c o m m er ci al tr a n s a cti o n s, b a n ki n g, 

fi n a n c e, g e n er al b u si n e s s, a n d 

c or p or at e a n d p art n er s hi p m att er s. 

0 3 
 R o y Fi n k M B A ' 0 6 w a s 

n a m e d t h e h e a d c o a c h 

of t h e Fr a n kli n Pi er c e U ni v er sit y' s 

m e n' s s o c c er pr o gr a m, a c c or di n g 

t o t h e M o n a d n o c k L e d g er Tr a n- 

s cri pt( N H). R o y pr e vi o u sl y s p e nt 

s e v e n y e ar s c o a c hi n g c oll e g e 

s o c c er i n N e w E n gl a n d, i n cl u di n g 

t h e pr e vi o u s t hr e e a s h e a d c o a c h 

at t h e U ni v er sit y of N e w H a v e n. 

Ci n d y Fir e st ei n i s t h e st u d e nt 

s u c c e s s s p e ci ali st a n d pr o gr a m 

c o or di n at or f or t h e C oll e g e of 

Pr of e s si o n al St u di e s at N ort h e a st-

er n U ni v er sit y. L a st s pri n g, s h e 

r e c ei v e d t h e S u p er St ar R e c o g ni-

ti o n A w ar d fr o m J V S ( J e wi s h 

V o c ati o n al S er vi c e s) i n B o st o n. 

E m ail: mi s s 5 0 8 @ y a h o o. c o m  

A n dr e w S alt m a n f o u n d e d 

C ar b o n C a pit al M ort g a g e, l o c at e d 

i n J a c k s o n vill e, F L. 

0 4 
J e s si c a B ur n s F u g at e 

M. S. ' 0 8, M B A ' 1 1 

st art e d a s t h e dir e ct or of al u m ni 

e n g a g e m e nt at E c k er d C oll e g e 

i n St. P et er s b ur g, F L, i n J a n u ar y. 

Pr e vi o u sl y, J e s si c a s er v e d a s t h e 

a s si st a nt dir e ct or of al u m ni a n d 

p ar e nt r el ati o n s/ d e v el o p m e nt 

a s s o ci at e at U T f or m or e t h a n 

s e v e n y e ar s. S h e al s o s er v e s o n 

t h e b o ar d of S u c c e s s 4 Ki d s a n d 

F a mili e s, a n o n pr ofit, i n- h o m e 

tr e at m e nt pr o gr a m f or f a mili e s 

o p er ati n g o ut of Hill s b or o u g h 

C o u nt y, F L. 

L o g a n Ki n g i s e n g a g e d t o Al e a h 

Di a n n e H ol y o a k, a c c or di n g t o T h e 

M etr o W e st D ail y N e w s ( Fr a mi n g-

h a m, M A). L o g a n i s a n a s s o ci at e 

dir e ct or of fi n a n c e at Di git a s L Bi. 

J e s si c a B u r n s F u g a t e ' 0 4, M. S. ' 0 8, 

M B A ' 1 1 

0 5 
 K at e Br a d s h a w j oi n e d 

Cr e ati v e L o afi n g T a m p a' s 

t e a m a s it s n e w s a n d p oliti c s 

e dit or. K at e h a s e x p eri e n c e i n b ot h 

d ail y a n d w e e kl y j o ur n ali s m, h a v-

i n g w or k e d f or t h e St. P et er s b ur g 

Tri b u n e a n d writt e n f or alt er n ati v e 

n e w s w e e kli e s i n M a ui a n d Mi a mi. 

I n 2 0 1 2, s h e w a s p art of t h e Cr e ati v e 

L o afi n g t e a m t h at c o v er e d t h e 

R e p u bli c a n N ati o n al C o n v e nti o n. 

J o s e p h L a uri n o M B A i s 

f o u n d er a n d c hi ef e x e c uti v e of 

P eri o di c Pr o d u ct s, a p o ol cl e a ni n g 

pr o d u ct, a c c or di n g t o Bl o o m b er g 

B u si n e s s w e e k. T h e filtr ati o n 

t e c h n ol o g y i n hi s pr o d u ct s cl e a n s 

w at er b y r e c o v eri n g m et al s s u c h 

a s m er c ur y, l e a d a n d c a d mi u m. 

T h e filt er e d m et al s c a n t h e n b e 

r e c y cl e d a n d r e- u s e d. 

0 6 C hri sti a n C olli er h a s 

b e e n s el e ct e d f or t h e 

L oft S p o k e n W or d I m m er si o n F el-

l o w s hi p. H e al s o r e c e ntl y l a u n c h e d 

hi s w e b sit e, c hri sti a nj c olli er. c o m , 

p erf or m e d wit h Gr a m m y- n o mi n at-

e d arti st Mi nt o n S p ar k s a n d will b e 

f e at ur e d o n a n e w Atl a nt a- b a s e d 

t el e vi si o n s h o w c all e d H o u s e of 

R h y m e z. 

E m ail: t h e s p e a k e a s y p o etr y @  

g m ail. c o m  

0 7 
Ti m ot h y C o m pt o n 

a n d f or m er U T f a c ult y 

m e m b er S e a n M al o n e c o m pl et e d 

a fi v e- p art W e b s eri e s r e cr e ati n g 

H. G. W ell s' cl a s si c n o v el, 

T h e I n vi si bl e M a n, a c c or di n g t o 

C h ri s ti a n  C olli e r  ' 0 6  

8 3 d e gr e e s m e di a. c o m . T h e s eri e s 

i s s et i n pr e s e nt- d a y A m eri c a a n d 

w a s fil m e d i n T a m p a, N ort h C ar o-

li n a a n d C ol or a d o. It i s a v ail a bl e o n 

Y o u T u b e a n d D V D. 

V al eri e Fr e n c h M B A ' 1 2 

m arri e d J effr e y C olli g n o n o n 

D e c. 5. 

Orl a n d o G o n z al e z i s w or ki n g 

a s t h e s e ni or c at a str o p h e a n al y st, 

pr o p ert y at t h e S o ut h w e st r e gi o n al 

offi c e of a l ar g e i n s ur a n c e fir m. 

E m ail: o g o n z al e z 1 9 8 6 @ g m ail. c o m  

Kri st e n O st o w f o u n d er of 

S o ut h er n d o e, a n o ut d o or a p p ar el 

c o m p a n y, w a s t h e wi n n er of t h e 

J u ni or L e a g u e of T a m p a' s Y o u n g 

E ntr e pr e n e ur Pr o gr a m. S o ut h er n-

d o e pr o m ot e s " str e n gt h i s b e a ut y " 

a n d r efl e ct s Kri st e n' s l o v e of t h e 

o ut d o or s. 

A m a n d a ( G a b el) Ri c ht er h a s 

b e e n bl e s s e d wit h a b a b y girl. 

A n n a M a y Ri c ht er w a s b or n o n 

J u n e 1 4. 

E m ail: A m a n d a. m a y.ri c ht er © 

g m ail. c o m  

A m a n d a ( G a b el ) Ri c h t e r ' 0 7 a n d h e r 

b a b y gi rl, A n n a M a y 

• 	 t  

4 1, 

MI D DLE CL ASS 
A M E RI C A N 

P R O V E R B 

J o h n D a vi s 

J r. M F A ' 1 4 

p u bli s h e d 

t w o b o o k s o f 

p o e t r y: 

T h e B o y s of M e n 

a n d Mi d dl e  Cl a s s  

A m e ri c a n P r o v e r b. 
J O H MI S J R 
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Matthew Yates '07 Peggy (Chambers) Hedlund '09 Scarlett Jo Tiani 

Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg and Josh Murphy '08 

Ewan Graham Mather 

Matthew Yates has been work-

ing for the Cayman Islands Ministry 

of Finance as a strategic informa-

tion officer since January 2015. He 

was chosen by the Cayman Islands 

Committee to cover the Cayman 

Islands at the 2014 Commonwealth 

Games in Scotland. 

Email: mdyates@live.com  

08  Allyson Hovance is the 

program manager of 

residential experience at Brown 

University in Providence, RI. She 

recently earned an M.S. in higher 

education administration from 

Florida International University. 

James Tyler McMackin is an 

account executive with Lutgert 

Insurance in Naples, FL, accord-

ing to the Naples Daily News. He 

recently joined the board of the 

United Cerebral Palsy Foundation 

of Southwest Florida. 

Josh Murphy was selected by 

Facebook to travel to its headquar-

ters in Menlo Park, CA, for a live 

Q-and-A with CEO Mark Zucker-

berg. The event was streamed live 

on the Facebook page "Q&A with 

Mark," and Josh was chosen to 

ask a question. 

Nicholas Williams MBA '10, 
associate of Foley and Lardner LLC, 

was named to the 2014 Tampa Bay 
Business Journal Up & Corners list. 

These awards seek to recognize 

up-and-coming business profes-

sionals in all facets of business in 

Tampa Bay. 

09 , Nicholas Catania M.Ed. 
12 and Allison Vetter '10, 

authors of the blog Never Have I 
Ever Tampa Edition, were featured 

on 83degreesmedia.com . The blog 

chronicles their adventures in 

the Tampa Bay area ranging from 

dining, camping, shopping at local 

markets and small boutique stores, 

and attending networking events. 

Cristobal Gomez is a real 

estate agent for Island Living Real 

Estate specializing in commercial 

leasing and property management, 

according to Bahama Islands Info. 
Cristobal worked 10 months on a 

15-unit plaza, increasing occupancy 

by nearly 40 percent and increasing 

rental revenue by 100 percent. 

Peggy (Chambers) Hedlund, a 

fifth-grade teacher, received the 

Dale Mabry Elementary Teacher 

of the Year award. The award 

recognizes outstanding teachers 

who have been nominated by their 

school for their dedication to the 

academic achievement of their 

students. 

Andrew Learned, franchise 

owner of GradePower Learning, 

was named to the 2014 Tampa Bay 
Business Journal Up & Comers list. 

These awards seek to recognize 

up-and-coming business profes-

sionals in all facets of business in 

Tampa Bay. 

Erika (Ginzl) Mather and her 

husband, John Mather Jr., wel-

comed their second child, Ewan 

Graham Mather, on Oct. 27, 2014. 

Ewan was born a month early and 

weighed 6 pounds, 6 ounces at 

birth, but is now thriving. 

Brandan Teague married 

Angela Hall on June 7 at the Kapok 

Tree, according to the Tampa Bay 
Times. The couple is expecting 

their first child, a boy, in March. 

Michelle (Magner) Tiani 
and her husband, William 

welcomed a baby girl, Scarlett Jo, 

on Aug. 13, 2014. The baby weighed 

7 pounds, 13 ounces. 

Email: michelletiani@gmail.com  

10  James Lewis III is 
the owner/operator 

of Dickey's Barbecue Pit in St. 

Petersburg, which opened just 

over a year ago in March 2014. 

Email: jlauthentics@aol.com  

Roberto Mena opened a second 

location of Over the Top Athletes, a 

sports performance training facility 

that he owns and operates. Both 

locations are in Connecticut, where 

he lives with his wife, Kate Mena 
'10. Kate is working as marketing 

coordinator for Bob's Stores/East-

ern Mountain Sports. 

Pascal Millien signed with Ar-

mada FC, Jacksonville's new North 

American Soccer League team, 

according to oursportscentral.com . 

Pascal spent the 2014 season with 

Sheikh Russel KC in Bangladesh. 

Julia Moore opened her own 

business, J. Moore Insurance 

Agency, in Mount Kisco, NY, in 

January 2015. 

Email: julia@jmooreinsurance.com  

Carolyn Murtha married Andy 

Jones on Nov. 1. Carolyn also 

started working as an account 

executive for iHeart Media. 

Email: Carolyn.murtha@gmail.com  

Randall Radziszewski 
graduated from Florida Coastal 

School of Law on May 18. He 

recently passed the Florida Bar 

Exam and is now employed as an 

assistant state attorney for the 

Tenth Judicial Circuit. 

Email: randiradziszewski@  

gmail.com  

Patrick Wheeler proposed to 
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Patrick Wheeler '10 and Shannon 

Taddei 

Shannon Taddei on UT's campus 

on Nov. 4, 2014. 

11  Samuel Gerb is an account 

executive at the Tampa 

alumni report 

rtan sperolght 

Jessica Moran '11 
Staying Inspired 

On Jan. 13, Jessica Moran '11 got up, got dressed 

and drove to her job at TJX Companies near 

Boston. Though this may sound like an average 

morning, for Moran it was a milestone since it 

was the first day she was able to go to work in 

nearly 11 months. 

"It's good to be back to work. It's good to 

have a purpose to get up each day and people to 

talk to," said Moran, who almost a year earlier, 

on Feb. 21, 2014, had been diagnosed with acute 

lymphoblastic leukemia. "Feeling normal is a 

privilege and an important part of life." 

Moran started treatment — her first chemo 

cocktail as she calls it — on her 25th birthday. 

Altogether her treatment plan will take two and a 

half years to complete, including several phases 

of chemotherapy. 

"I'm technically in remission now, but leuke-

mia can come back really easily. That's why the 

treatment is so long," she said. 

One outlet that Moran has relied on to 

stay positive through her treatment is her blog, 

inspirationinitiative.com, which she has 
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used to document her experience. 

"Whether I'm nervous about a test or not feel-

ing well, writing out how I'm feeling, I end up feel-

ing better by the end of my blog post," she said. 

Moran also gives a lot of credit to her family 

and friends for helping her stay upbeat, particu-

larly her boyfriend, who has stayed with her 

every single night she's spent in the hospital. 

"There are days that have been really hard, 

but having such a good support system has made 

all the difference," she said. 

Part of that support system are her brothers 

and sisters in the UT chapter of Delta Sigma Pi, 

which Moran was active in while at UT. The 

group has raised more than S3,000 to help pay 

for her treatment, including donations through a 

Go Fund Me site, Jessy's Story. The group is also 

bringing Moran down to speak at the University's 

annual Relay for Life on April 18. 

"Having these students going above and 

beyond for somebody they don't know speaks 

volumes to the type of people in that organization. 

It's been really touching," she said. 

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF JESSICA MORAN '11 

Tribune. 
Email: sgerbgtampatrib.com  

Casey Kampf works in the 

customer service department at 

Obez Footwear, where she serves 

both retailers and consumers. 

ObElz specializes in shoes for hiking 

and backpacking. For every pair 

of shoes sold, Obbz plants a tree 

in partnership with Trees for the 

Future. 

Ryan Littler is founder of Advlu-

ence, a Tampa-based advertising 

agency he started as a student. 

The company was featured 

recently on 83degreesmedia.com . 

Dylan Sellberg '13 serves as the 

company's marketing director. 

12  Selwyn Birchwood MBA 

was featured in a Detroit 
Free Press article about how his 

business degree helps him in his 

music career. Selwyn is currently 

touring to promote his Alligator 

Records debut album Don't Call No 
Ambulance. 

Herman Osby Kelly Ill 

graduated from the Metropolitan 

District of Columbia Police 

Academy in Washington, D.C., 

on Dec. 12 and served as the 

class guidon (flag bearer) at the 

graduation ceremony. 



Chelsea McDonald and Kyle 

Bennett got engaged on Nov. 9. 

Email: chelsea116mgyahoo.com  

Brittany McNaughton has 

been promoted to tobacco grant 

policy manager at the Hillsborough 

County Anti-Drug Alliance. She 

also earned her master's degree 

in health administration from the 

University of Phoenix. 

Email: bdmcnaughton©gmail.com  

Billy Ward M.S. '14 recently 

got engaged to Maggie Donohoe. 

13  Morgan Biggs gradu-

ated salutatorian from the 

Master of Arts program at Full Sail 

University, where he majored in 

new media journalism. 

Alfredo Ernst is pursuing a 

master's degree in accounting 

while he begins his career in 

assurance services with Thomas 

Howell Ferguson RA., a profes-

sional accounting, assurance and 

tax services firm located in Tampa. 

Brian Fekete signed with the 

Austin Aztex, a member of the USL 

PRO league. USL PRO is the stron-

gest North American men's profes-

sional soccer league below and in 

support of Major League Soccer. 

Matt LaRue graduated from un-

dergraduate pilot training at Vance 

Air Force Base in Oklahoma and 

is relocating to MacDill Air Force 

Base in Tampa. He is a recipient 

of the Risner Wingman Award and 

earned wings as a rated pilot in the 

U.S. Air Force. 

Email: mrlarue12@yahoo.com  

Gracie Stemmer was the am- 

bassador for Tech Cocktail's Tampa 

Bay Mixer and Startup Showcase 

that took place on Feb. 4 in Tampa. 

In addition, Gracie is the marketing 

manager for Tampa Bay WaVE, or-

ganizer of Startup Weekend Tampa 

Bay and a member of Girls in Tech. 

Tech Cocktail is a media company 

that covers the latest tech innova-

tions across the globe. 

14  Michael and Danielle 
(Morlock) Barone became 

homeowners through Operation 

Homefront, a national nonprofit 

that provides assistance to U.S. 

veterans and families of service 

members, according to Tampa 
Bay Online. Both Michael and 

Danielle had served in the U.S. 

Air Force. Michael works at the 

James A. Haley Veterans' Hospital 

in Tampa, and Danielle works as a 

case manager at Youth and Family 

Alternatives in Tampa. 

Alexis Bourdeau has been 

promoted to administrative 

secretary at the Florida Fish and 

Wildlife Conservation Commission 

Research Institute. 

Email: alexisbourdeau© 

outlook.com  

John Davis Jr. MFA published 

two books of poetry. The Boys of 
Men, a chapbook of poems, is about 

fatherhood and mentorship. Davis's 

larger collection of Florida poetry, 

Middle Class American Proverb, 
represents much of the work done 

by Davis while completing UT's MFA 

program. (See page 28.) 
Ashley Erickson is an  

administrative assistant with 

Landing Travel, a Sarasota, FL, 

travel agency where she interned 

as a student, according to the 

Bradenton Herald. 
Katherine Malat was named an 

exercise technician in the Stratham, 

NH, location of ProEx, a physical 

therapist-owned private practice 

specializing in orthopedics, spine 

and sports medicine. Malat, under 

the supervision of staff physical 

therapists, instructs, motivates, 

safeguards and assists patients 

with their therapeutic exercise 

programs. 

Brian Petkash MFA took 

first place in the 2014 Lake Prize 

for fiction with "Our Lady of 

Cleveland." The story is featured 

in Midwestern Gothic Issue 16 

(Winter 2015). The Lake Prize is 

awarded for fiction and poetry that 

best represents the Midwest. 

Edward Williams is an intake 

worker at Agency for Community 

Treatment Services (ACTS), Tampa. 

ACTS specializes in providing 

individualized behavioral health 

care services in substance abuse 

and mental health treatment. 

Email: Williams_j38@msn.com  

IN MEMORIAM 
Alumni 
John Franklin "Johnny" 

Clements '48 

Fred H. Kenfield '50 

John N. Shadgett '50 

James "Jim" Sproull '50 

Frank V. Selph Sr. '51 

cc 
Studying abroad had the 
biggest impact on me as 
a person in my entire 
four years at UT. 55  

-ALUMNUS 'II, 

FROM ALUMNI 

ATTITUDE SURVI Y 

Robert B. Bruns '53 

Stefano Arcuri '55 

Marjorie Simmons Fogle '57 

Frank J. Pucciarelli '58 

Joseph Anthony Cacciatore Sr. '59 

Arlie Jack Hoover '59 

Shirley Hickey Foster Strum '60 

Andria Medrith Price Troutman '60 

Plano Valdez '60 

Edwin L. Radice '61 

Kate Nunez Johnson '63 

Armand Correra '65 

Eugene H. Brandt '69 

William Ainsworth III '71 

Everett Richards MBA '76 

Yolanda Gomez Adams '78 

Lisa Ann Tollinger-Rorrer '83 

William Charles Cropsey '88 

Eleanor Lehman '88 

Benjamin Pullen '88 

Alan Blake Logue 11'91 

Karen Elizabeth (Josephson) 

Baker '93 

Shannon Denise King '94 

Faculty and Staff 
Krystal Schofield 

Cynthia Barrett Worrall-Timmons 

Students 
Anthony J. Quattrochi '16 

Stuffed with school spirit. Spartans young and old can now 
have Spartacus by their side all the time. These plush mascots 
are available for $18.98 and can be purchased at the campus 
bookstore or online. Just go to utampa.bncollege.com  and 
search for "school mascot plush." 
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T h e T A M P A B A Y A L U M N I C H A P T E R s a w r e c o r d a t t e n d a n c e a t i t s a n n u al G a s p a rill a 
	

Al u m ni i n t h e W A S H I N G T O N, u. G. a r e a, i n cl u di n g R a c q u el C o dli n g ' 0 0 a n d 

B r u n c h o n J a n. 3 1 w h e r e m o r e t h a n 4 0 0 al u m ni a n d f ri e n d s e nj o y e d b r e a kf a s t a n d 
	

M a rl o n H a nl e y ' 0 6, g o t t o g e t h e r f o r b r u n c h o n N o v. 8 a t t h e M a d h a t t e r i n 

b e v e r a g e s o n t h e Pl a n t H all v e r a n d a h. 
	 D u p o n t Ci r cl e. 

T h e  T A M P A  B A Y  A L U M N I  C H A P T E R  h o s t e d  a  n e t w o r ki n g  r e c e p ti o n  a t  W o rl d  o f  
	

U T r e t u r n e d t o B O S T O N f o r a g r e a t al u m ni n e t w o r ki n g r e c e p ti o n o n N o v. 6. 

B e e r i n B r a n d o n o n F e b. 1 2. T h e c h a p t e r pl a n s t o c o n ti n u e t o e x p a n d t h e r e a c h 
	

T h e g r o u p g a t h e r e d i n F a n e uil H all a t Mij a C a n ti n a, w hi c h i s o w n e d b y 

o f i t s e v e n t s i n t h e T a m p a B a y a r e a t o m e e t t h e n e e d s o f o u r g r o wi n g al u m ni 
	

U T al u m n u s C h a rli e L a r n e r ' 0 2. Pi c t u r e d h e r e a r e Al b e r t M a nl e y ' 1 0, Ti m 

p o p ul a ti o n. 
	 G a z a r d ' 1 2 a n d Ni c k D e v o ni s ' 1 2. 

T h e  S Y K E S  O R G A N I Z A T I O N  O F  G R A D U A T E  A L U M N I  ( S O G A )  h el d  a  c a n n e d  f o o d  
	

T h e U T Al u m ni A s s o ci a ti o n w a s p r o u d t o r e c o g ni z e B o b Cli f f o r d ' 8 6 ( c e n t e r ) 

d ri v e a n d f u n d r ai s e r f o r a v e t e r a n' s o r g a ni z a ti o n a t I ri s h 3 1 i n T a m p a o n V e t e r a n' s 
	 wi t h  t h e  Al u m ni  A c hi e v e m e n t  A w a r d  a t  D E C E M B E R  C O M M E N C E M E N T.  B o b  

D a y ( N o v. 1 1 ). 
	 i s vi c e p r e si d e n t a n d T a m p a B a y r e gi o n m a n a g e r a t P a r s o n s B ri n c k e r h o f f. 

3 2 U T J O U R N A L S P R I N G 2 0 1 5 



Si m o n e nj o y s w o r ki n g 

wi t h f a c ul t y a n d s t aff 

a c r o s s c a m p u s. 

H O W S U P P O R T E R S 	 T H E U T E X P E RI E N C E 

= M11 1 2 r 1 I C I I N N 1111•111•1111•1=1 ■ 11 
111111111111•1111111111 MI NII I NIM M I N I I I I I I I I I I I I I M I N I 1 = = = =11•111111111111111111111 1 = = M O N I I M M 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 • 1 1 M I N I I I N I M I S I M M I N I M 
111•1111= 1 - - - -  = 1 • 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 • 1 11 MI = 	 1 = = = M 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 • 1 =111• 1 1 1 1 1 1 • 1 M I N I M 	 = M S =  	 11111111111 1 1. 1 = 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 M I M M I E 

- -  -  - -  M =  = E l  M E M =  	 - - M E M  = M I M I  M E M  - - - - M I N I M  M 1 ■ 1 1 M /I 

c o m m o n g o o d 

W H Y I GI V E: G a r y Si m o n 

1 1 1 • 1 1 1 = MII MII MI = M 1 1 0 _ri c kt o. 

C u r r e n t P r of e s si o n : Di r e c t o r of A d ul t a n d 

S u m m e r A c a d e mi c P r o g r a m s, a n d 

L e c t u r e r i n M a r k e ti n g a t U T 

H o w  l o n g  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  a t  U T ?  

W h e r e  di d  y o u  w o r k  b e f o r e ?  

A : I c a m e t o U T i n A u g ust 2 0 0 2, s t a r t - 

i n g as a n a dj u n ct m ar k eti n g i nstr u ct or. 
I l at er m o v e d i nt o a f ull-ti m e assist a nt 
pr of ess or p ositi o n a n d t o o k m y c urr e nt 
p ositi o n i n s u m m er 2 0 0 9. B ef or e U T, I 
o w n e d or ha d part o w n ers hi p i n s e v eral 
c o m p a ni es, a n d I w or k e d i n m ar k et-
i n g a n d g e n er al m a n a g e m e nt at ar e a 
pr of essi o n al s er vi c es fir ms. 

C.. W h y di d y o u c h o o s e t o t e a c h a t U T ? 

A: O p p ort u nit y k n o c k e d. I h a d b e e n 
t e a c hi n g a c o u pl e c o urs es at a n ot h er 
i nstit uti o n i n t h e ar e a w h e n I m et 
H e m a nt R ust o gi, c h air of t h e m ar k et-
i n g d e part m e nt. O v er l u n c h o n e da y, 

h e as k e d m e t o t e a c h s o m e m ar k eti n g 
cl ass es, a n d I a gr e e d. U T's r e p ut ati o n 
m a d e it a v er y a p p e ali n g pl a c e at w hi c h 
t o t ea c h. 

H o w  di d  y o u  g e t  i n v ol v e d  i n  a d ul t  

a n d  s u m m e r  a c a d e mi c  p r o g r a m s ?  

A d e cisi o n ha d b e e n ma d e t o f or m 
t h e Offi c e of Gr a d u at e a n d C o nti n ui n g 
St u di es ( O G C S), a n d t h e pr o v ost as k e d 
if I w o ul d b e i nt er est e d i n w or ki n g 
i n t his n e w offi c e. Aft er dis c ussi o ns 
wit h D o n al d M orrill, ass o ci at e d e a n 
of gr a d u at e a n d c o nti n ui n g st u di es, I 
d e ci d e d it w o ul d b e v er y i nt er esti n g, 
a n d I c o ul d us e m y b usi n ess s kills a n d 
still t e a c h p art ti m e i n t h e C oll e g e 
of B usi ness. 

Q: W h a t d o y o u li k e a b o u t t h e s t u d e n t s ? 

A: T h e di v ersit y of o ur st u d e nt b o d y 
l e a ds t o f as ci n ati n g c o n v ers ati o ns 

a n d i nsi g hts fr o m t h e m, a n d I g e n er-
all y fi n d o ur st u d e nts t o b e p olit e 
a n d r es p e ctf ul. I o nl y t e a c h gr a d u at e 
st u d e nts n o w, a n d t h e y ar e al m ost al- 
w a ys v er y e a g er t o l e ar n a n d d e di c at e d 
t o i m pr o vi n g t h e ms el v es. I' m al w a ys 
e x cit e d t o s e e t h e w o n d erf ul a n d oft e n 
cr e ati v e pr oj e cts m y st u d e nts d e v el o p 
f or t h eir m aj or cl ass pr oj e ct. 

W h a t  d o  y o u  e nj o y  m o s t  a b o u t  

y o u r  j o b ? 

F or o n e, I g et t o c olla b orat e wit h 
f a c ult y a n d st aff i n al m ost e v er y c or n er 
of t h e U ni v ersit y T h e y ar e h ar d w or k- 
i n g a n d r e all y c ar e a b o ut t his i nstit u- 
ti o n a n d h el pi n g e v er y st u d e nt b e c o m e 
a b ett er p ers o n. Als o, Dr. M orrill a n d 
I w or k e xtr e m el y w ell t o g et h er; it's 
pr o b a bl y t h e b est w or ki n g r el ati o n-
s hi p I' v e h a d i n m y e ntir e pr of essi o n al 
car e er. I t hi n k I ha v e a u ni q u e o p-
p ort u nit y t o r e all y m a k e a diff er e n c e 
i n t h e li v es of p e o pl e a n d i n t h e f ut ur e 
of U T, b e ca us e i n O G C S, w e ca n tr y 
n e w t hi n gs, e x pl or e, i n n o v at e a n d h el p 
pr e p ar e U T f or t h e c h a n g es c o mi n g 
t o hi g h er e d u c ati o n. Pl us, I g et t o b e 
ar o u n d st u d e nts w h o k e e p m e f e eli n g 
y o u n g er a n d w h o ma k e m e la u g h. 

W h y d o y o u s u p p o r t U T ? 

A: E d u c ati o n is v er y i m p ort a nt. I' v e 
al w a ys b eli e v e d t h at, a n d t h at b eli ef 
m a k es it w ort h s u p p orti n g. I gi v e a 
littl e fr o m e a c h of m y p a y c h e c ks, a n d 
m y wif e, Sa n di, a n d I ha v e d esi g nat e d a 
p er c e nt a g e of o ur est at e t o U T It als o 
m a k es it e asi er f or m e t o as k ot h ers 
t o s u p p ort e d u c ati o n w h e n I' m d oi n g 
it. I h a v e a cl os e affili ati o n wit h f o ur 
u ni v ersiti es, a n d si n c e U T has b e e n s o 
g o o d t o m e, it g ets m y pri orit y. 
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R e n e e V a u g h n s h a r e s 

a l o v e f o r U T wi t hil e r 

h u s b a n d, R o n V a u g h n. 

b ri c k b y b ri c k 

A L o v e of C a m p u s a n d C o m m u ni t y 
R E N E E V A U G H N D I D N' T H A V E T O T H I N K 

l o n g a b o ut w h e r e t o d o n at e t h e Si, 0 0 0 

c h e c k t h at c a m e wit h wi n ni n g t h e 

p r e sti gi o u s P a r k e W ri g ht III L e a d-

e r s hi p A w a r d f r o m t h e L e a d e r s hi p 

T a m p a Al u m ni i n J a n u ar y. 

" Dr e s s f or S u c c e s s," s h e s a y s of 

t h e n o n p r ofit t h at h el p s l o w-i n c o m e 

w o m e n wit h cl ot h e s a n d c o nfi d e n c e 

a s t h e y e nt er t h e j o b m ar k et. "It' s a n 

o r g a ni z ati o n I r e all y b eli e v e i n. I n f a ct, 

I c o ul d s e e m y s elf b ei n g m o r e i n v ol v e d 

wit h t h e m i n t h e f ut u r e." 

Dr e s s f or S u c c e s s, t a k e n ot e. Wit h 

h er i m pr e s si v e tr a c k r e c or d i n b u si- 

n e s s, g o v er n m e nt w or k a n d v ol u n-

t e eri s m o v er m or e t h a n t hr e e d e c a d e s, 

h a vi n g V a u g h n a s a n all y c o ul d b e a r e al 

g a m e- c h a n g er. 

M A K I N G A S I G N I F I C A N T 

D I F F E R E N C E 

O n c a m p u s, V a u g h n i s Fir st L a d y, 

m a r ri e d t o U T p r e si d e nt R o n V a u g h n. 

B ut s h e d o e s n't r e st h er l a ur el s o n 

t h at titl e. H e r i n v ol v e m e nt at t h e 

U ni v er sit y a n d i n t h e T a m p a ar e a i s 

w h at g ot t h e att e nti o n of h e r f ell o w 

al u m ni of L e a d er s hi p T a m p a, w hi c h 

s h e l e d a s pr e si d e nt i n 2 0 1 4. A b o ut 5 o  

t o 6 o p e o pl e a r e s el e ct e d e a c h y e a r 

t o t a k e p a rt i n t h e hi g hl y c o m p etiti v e 

ni n e- m o nt h p r o g r a m t h at i m m e r s e s 

b u si n e s s a n d c o m m u nit y l e a d er s i n all 

f a c et s of T a m p a' s i n n er w or ki n g s. 

T h e P ar k e Wri g ht a w ar d i s gi v e n a n-

n u all y t o a n al u m n u s w h o h a s d e m o n-

str at e d l e a d er s hi p " a b o v e a n d b e y o n d" 

t h eir j o b a n d m a d e a si g nifi c a nt diff er-

e n c e i n t h e c o m m u nit y, s a y s B o b R o hr-

l a c k, p r e si d e nt a n d C E O of t h e G r e at e r 

T a m p a C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e, w hi c h 

f o u n d e d L e a d er s hi p T a m p a. 

V a u g h n' s s el e cti o n i s n o s ur pri s e t o 

R o hrl a c k, w h o i s i m pr e s s e d b y h er at- 
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V a u g h n r e c ei v e d 

t h e P a r k e W ri g ht I I I _ _ 

t e nti o n t o d et ail a n d h er u n d erst a n di n g 
of w h at m a k es a cit y ti c k, fr o m h e alt h 
c ar e t o g o v er n m e nt t o t o uris m. W h e n 
it c o m es t o s h ari n g h er k n o wl e d g e, h e 
s a ys V a u g h n is a " n at ur al- b or n t e a c h er 
a n d c o u ns el or. " 

" T h er e's n o gr e at er m e nt or t h a n 
R e n e e, " R o hrl a c k s a ys. " S h e's t a k e n 
w h at s h e's l e ar n e d, a n d s h e willi n gl y 
m e nt ors t h os e c o mi n g u p b e hi n d 
h er. S h e is a gr e at b eli e v er i n p a yi n g 
it f or w ar d a n d d o es it o n a c o nsist e nt 
b asis. " 

L ast y e ar, s h e w as h o n or e d wit h t h e 
T a m p a B a y B usi n ess J o ur n als A n gi e's 
A w ar d, gi v e n t o a b usi n ess w o m a n 
w h o b est e x e m plifi e d l e a d ers hi p i n 
m e nt ori n g ot h ers. A n d t h e r e c o g ni-
ti o ns k e e p c o mi n g. I n M ar c h, V a u g h n 
w as n a m e d b y t h e Girl S c o uts of W est 
C e ntr al Fl ori d a as o n e of its W o m e n of 
Disti n cti o n. 

A C R U C I A L E L E M E N T 

V a u g h n's bi g g est s u p p ort er — a n d 
t h e o n e w h o k n o ws h er b est — s a ys it 
w as e as y t o f all f or h er. 

" Fr o m t h e b e gi n ni n g of g etti n g 
t o k n o w R e n e e, I w as i m pr ess e d b y 
h er v al u es a n d b y w h at a w o n d erf ul 
p ers o n s h e is, " s a ys R o n V a u g h n. " W e 
als o h a d si mil ar i nt er ests, i n cl u di n g a 
l o v e f or T h e U ni v ersit y of T a m p a, a n d 
of c o urs e, I w as c h ar m e d b y h o w s h e 
t oss e d h er pr ett y littl e h e a d w h e n s h e 
l a u g h e d. R e n e e is a v er y s p e ci al p ers o n, 
a n d I a d or e h er. " 

V a u g h n, pr esi d e nt of Willi a ms 
C o ns ulti n g Gr o u p, h as m or e t h a n 
t hr e e d e c a d es of e x p eri e n c e i n p u bli c 
a n d pri v at e s e ct or m a n a g e m e nt. B e-
f or e l a u n c hi n g h er o w n fir m, s h e w as 
a s e ni or a d mi nistr at or f or t h e cit y of 
T a m p a, r e pr es e nti n g t h e m a y or or t h e 
cit y o n m or e t h a n 5 o b o ar ds a n d c o m-
mitt e es a cr oss all s p e ctr u ms. 

A n d t h e n t h er e's h er w or k wit h t h e 
Gr e at er T a m p a C h a m b er of C o m-
m er c e, L e a d ers hi p T a m p a ( Cl ass of 
' 9 3), L e a d ers hi p T a m p a Al u m ni ( p ast 
c h air), R e d Cr oss A n g els, t h e C his el-
ers, T a m p a G e n er al H os pit al W o m e n's 

L e a d ers hi p C o u n cil, At h e n a S o ci et y, 
t h e Ass o ci ati o n of F u n dr aisi n g Pr of es-
si o n als, M ar y L e e's H o us e a n d t h e 
E m er g e A d vis or y C o u n cil. S h e's p ast 
pr esi d e nt of t h e H e nr y Pl a nt M us e u m 
a n d v ol u nt e ers e a c h y e ar wit h t h e 
Vi ct ori a n C hrist m as Str oll. 

H er i n v ol v e m e nt wit h U T b e g a n 
l o n g b ef or e s h e h a d a n y i n kli n g 
t h at s h e w o ul d o n e d a y b e m arri e d 
t o its pr esi d e nt. S h e j oi n e d U T's 
B o ar d of F ell o ws i n 1 9 9 4 s h ortl y 
aft er c o m pl eti n g t h e L e a d ers hi p 
T a m p a cl ass. Wit h h er b a c k gr o u n d 
i n cit y pl a n ni n g, s h e k n e w j ust h o w 
cr u ci al of a n el e m e nt a d o w nt o w n 
u ni v ersit y c a n b e t o t h e ur b a n c or e. 
H er r el ati o ns hi p wit h t h e F ell o ws —
c o nsi d er e d b usi n ess a m b ass a d ors f or 
t h e s c h o ol — c o nti n u es t o t his d a y. H er 
c o m p a n y c urr e ntl y is a s p o ns or of t h e 
U T F ell o ws F or u m, h el d i n t h e s pri n g 
e a c h y e ar at t h e Str a z C e nt er f or t h e 
P erf or mi n g Arts. 

A n d s h e p ut h er p hil os o p h y of 
gi vi n g b a c k i n a v er y p ers o n al w a y at 
t h e U ni v ersit y as w ell. Aft er h er f at h er 
p ass e d a w a y, s h e a n d R o n V a u g h n 
n a m e d a s c h ol ars hi p i n his h o n or f or 
a st u d e nt i n t h e U T n ursi n g pr o gr a m 
— all b e c a us e U T n ursi n g st u d e nts 
t o o k c ar e of hi m at T a m p a G e n er al 
H os pit al. 

P H I L O S O P H Y O F G I V I N G B A C K 

T h e q u esti o n t h at m ust b e as k e d: 
W h e n d o es s h e — a n d h er e q u all y b us y 
h us b a n d — e v er sl e e p? 

" W ell, s o m e w e e ks ar e l o n g, f or 
b ot h of us, " s h e c o n c e d es. " B ut w e l o v e 
w h at w e ar e d oi n g a n d k e e p m a ki n g 
a diff er e n c e. A n d w e'r e c o m mitt e d 
t o e a c h ot h er, t h e U ni v ersit y a n d t h e 
c o m m u nit y. It all b al a n c es o ut. " 

V a u g h n cr e dits h er w or k et hi c t o 
h er p ar e nts a n d Mi d w est er n r o ots. S h e 
w as t h e mi d dl e c hil d of fi v e ki ds. H er 
m o m m a n a g e d a b us y h o us e h ol d w hil e 
h er d a d w or k e d t hr e e j o bs t o s u p p ort 
t h e f a mil y. His m ai n j o b wit h Alli e d 
S u p er m ar k ets m e a nt m o vi n g all o v er 
t h e c o u ntr y. 

" N ot e v er y o n e li k es t h at, b ut I 
c o nsi d er e d it a gr e at a d v e nt ur e. I h a d 
t o l e ar n t o m a k e fri e n ds w h er e v er I 
w e nt, " s h e r e c alls. "I t hi n k t h at d efi-
nit el y h as h el p e d m e l at er i n lif e. " 

O n e of t h e pi v ot al m o m e nts i n h er 
lif e w as w al ki n g o n c a m p us i n h er l ast 
s e m est er of gr a d u at e s c h o ol at t h e 
U ni v ersit y of O kl a h o m a, a n d f e eli n g 
t h e e x cit e m e nt of st arti n g h er n e w a d-
v e nt ur e as a n a d ult i n t h e pr of essi o n al 
w orl d. B ut s h e w as n't t hi n ki n g of t h e 
m o n e y s h e w o ul d m a k e. It w as a b o ut 
s ettli n g i n a c o m m u nit y a n d v ol u nt e er-
i n g f or a c a us e or pr o gr a m t h at w o ul d 
m a k e a r e al diff er e n c e i n p e o pl e's li v es. 

V a u g h n n e v er f or g ot t h at v o w s h e 
m a d e t o h ers elf d e c a d es a g o. S h e a n d 
h er h us b a n d m a k e s ur e t h e y fi n d ti m e 
f or tr a v el, bi c y cli n g, fis hi n g, r e a di n g 
a n d l o n g w al ks o n t h e b e a c h. B ut s h e 
will al w a ys h o n or t h at c o m mit m e nt t o 
m a k e ti m e t o s er v e ot h ers. 

"I' v e b e e n gi v e n s o m u c h i n lif e —
e d u c ati o n, f o o d o n t h e t a bl e, i n cr e d-
i bl e j o bs, " s h e s a ys. " A n d wit h t h at, 
c o m es t h e r es p o nsi bilit y t o gi v e b a c k. 
I' m s o l u c k y t o b e i n t h at p ositi o n. " 	 • 

— MI C H E L L E B E A R D E N 
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II PI P° P---- o o v e 

c o n n e c t e d t o 

s e r vi n g o n t h e Al' Ali 

A s s o ci a ti o n b o 

t h e a n n u al f u n d 

Al u m n u s Fi n d s hi s 
H o m e at U T 

b ri c k b y b ri c k 

S E A N H O O V E R ' 9 9 A L W A Y S W A N T E D T O 

g o t o c oll e g e. Aft er hi g h s c h o ol, 

h o w e v er, lif e l e a d hi m str ai g ht i nt o 

t h e r e al e st at e pr of e s si o n. T h o u g h h e 

w a s y o u n g, h e b e c a m e o n e of t h e t o p 

a g e nt s i n B a y C o u nt y, F L. 
" Aft er a f e w y e ar s t h o u g h, t h at i s all 

it w as: s ell, s ell, s ell, s ell. S o I s ai d, ' H e y, 

it' s ti m e t o t a k e a br e a k, " s ai d H o o v er. 

W hil e t a ki n g r e al e st at e cl a s s e s all 

o v er Fl ori d a, H o o v er w a s a bl e t o vi sit 

diff er e nt c oll e g e s, b ut it w a s n't u ntil h e 

s et f o ot o n U T' s c a m p u s t h at h e f elt h e 

w a s h o m e. 
"I h a d n e v er li v e d a n y w h er e b ut 

P a n a m a Cit y B e a c h, F L, " H o o v er s ai d. 

"It' s a s m all t o w n, a n d I w a s c o mf ort-

a bl e t h er e. U T h a d a si mil ar f e el fr o m 

t h e b e gi n ni n g. " 

O n hi s c a m p u s t o ur, H o o v er m et 

S u s a n Bri n kl e y, c h air/ a s s o ci at e pr of e s-

s or of cri mi n ol o g y a n d cri mi n al j u sti c e, 

a n d e nj o y e d t h eir i nt er a cti o n s o m u c h, 

h e w a nt e d t o t a k e h er cl a s s. 

" A d d t h at t o t h e s m all f e el, t h e 

s c h ol ar s hi p s u p p ort I w a s off er e d a n d 

t h e p er s o n ali z ati o n of t h e a d mi s si o n s 

pr o c e s s, a n d U T f elt li k e h o m e ri g ht 

a w a y, " h e s ai d. 

H o o v er' s j o ur n e y w a s d e e pl y i m- 

p a ct e d b y hi s pr of e s s or s. H e m aj or e d 

i n cri mi n ol o g y a n d mi n or e d i n s p e e c h, 

t h e atr e a n d t o o k e v er y cl a s s off er e d b y 

Bri n kl e y a n d t h e l at e P hilli p Q ui n n. 

T hi s b o n d wit h hi s pr of e s s or s 

b e c a m e a lif eli n e w h e n, li k e m a n y 

c oll e g e st u d e nt s, h e str u g gl e d t o k e e p 

u p wit h hi s st u di e s. 

" At o n e p oi nt, I al m o st u n e nr oll e d 

i n m y cl a s s e s, " H o o v er s h ar e d. " B ut 

m y pr of e s s or s a n d m o m c o n vi n c e d m e 

t h at t hi n g s c a n t ur n ar o u n d, a n d t h e y 

di d. U T — t h e e m pl o y e e s, t h e st u d e nt s 

— t h e y w er e all t h er e f or m e. I c a n't 

i m a gi n e m y lif e if I h a d l eft. " 

H o o v er w a s a n a cti v e m e m b er of t h e 

Pi K a p p a P hi fr at er nit y, t h e Di pl o m at s 

a n d a n e m pl o y e e wit h t h e f a ciliti e s  

d e p art m e nt o n c a m p u s. H e w a s t h e 

r e si d e nt f a cilit y m a n a g er of t h e M c N e el 

B o at h o us e b ef or e it w as a r esi d e n c e h all. 

" U T t a u g ht m e h o w t o a d a pt t o all 

t y p e s of p e o pl e, " s ai d H o o v er. " N o n e 

of t h e st u d e nt s w er e tr e at e d li k e j u st 

a n ot h er n u m b er. W e all b e c a m e i n t u n e 

wit h o n e a n ot h er; w e w er e f a mil y. I w a s 

t a u g ht t o b eli e v e i n m y s elf a n d t a k e 

l e a p s of f ait h. T hi s h el p e d m e h a v e t h e 

c o nfi d e n c e t o o p e n m y o w n c o m p a n y. " 

Si n c e gr a d u ati n g, H o o v er h a s 

o p e n e d s e v er al s u c c e s sf ul m a n a g e-

m e nt a n d j a nit ori al c o m p a ni e s i n N e w 

Orl e a n s, P a n a m a Cit y B e a c h a n d, m o st 

r e c e ntl y, T a m p a. 
" Ri g ht aft er c oll e g e I g ot b u s y 

a n d s ort of f or g ot a b o ut U T f or a bit. 

I vi sit e d s e v er al ti m e s a y e ar, b ut I 

w a s n't i n v ol v e d. T h er e w a s a v oi d i n m y 

lif e — a s e p ar ati o n fr o m m y f a mil y, s o 

t o s p e a k, " s ai d H o o v er. "I n e e d e d t o 

r e c o n n e ct. " 
H o o v er s er v e s o n t h e b o ar d of U T' s 

Al u m ni A s s o ci ati o n, v ol u nt e er s ar o u n d 

c a m p u s a n d c a n b e f o u n d at m a n y c a m-

p u s e v e nt s d uri n g t h e y e ar. H e i s al s o a 

l o n gti m e d o n or t o t h e A n n u al F u n d. 

" A s I g et ol d er, I a m b e c o mi n g m or e 

a n d m or e d e di c at e d, " h e s ai d. 

I n 2 0 1 1, w h e n H o o v er l e ar n e d of 

hi s f a v orit e pr of e s s or Q ui n n' s p a s si n g, 

it i n s pir e d hi m t o b e c o m e e v e n m or e 

i n v ol v e d. H e i s o n e of t h e m a n y al u m ni 

t h at h el p e d cr e at e t h e P hili p Q ui n n 

E n d o w e d E d u c ati o n A br o a d A w ar d i n 

m e m or y of Q ui n n. 

"I wi s h e v er y o n e w o ul d gi v e b a c k 

t o U T, " H o o v er s ai d. "I k n o w it s h ar d 

ri g ht aft er gr a d u ati o n, b ut e v e n $ 1 t o 

k e e p i n t o u c h wit h e a c h ot h er a n d b e 

c o n n e ct e d wit h o ur f a mil y. Gi v e t o s e e 

t h e U ni v er sit y gr o w, t o h o n or t h o s e 

t h at c a m e b ef or e u s a n d t o h el p t h o s e 

t h at will c o m e aft er u s. " 

N e e d m or e i nf or m ati o n 
a b o ut t h e A n n u al F u n d ? 
C o nt a ct T a yl or Pi n k e, 
A n n u al F u n d Dir e ct or 

a n n u a f u n d @ ut. e d u  

( 8 1 3) 2 5 8- 7 4 0 1  
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GIFTS IN HONOR AND IN MEMORIAM 
Gifts made from Sept. 17 2014-Jan. 22, 2015. 

In Honor 
DAN AND BARB GURA 
Fred E. Pollock '70 
RACHEL I. FRIEDMAN 
Faye J. Friedman 
ALISSA PRICE LY '09 
Larry C. Price 
BOB AND MARY JANE 
MARTINEZ 
Stephen F. Dickey 
BOB RUDAY 
Rosa Ruday 
Sean Ruday 
M. Diane Taninecz 
ERNEST C. SEGUNDO '56 
Marion M. Wheeler 
CHRISTINA SKOWRONEK '08 
Joan Skowronek 
JEFFREY SKOWRONEK 
Joan Skowronek 
RICHARD SOLOMON '12 
Steve Solomon 

In Memoriam 
AL AUSTIN '47 
Joseph Reineman 
David C. Ruberg 
Jean Valenti 
JOSEPH BOTZ 
Jeanne Botz 
EVAN C. CHIPOURAS 
Dr. C. Eric Ballard 
HERB DESMAN 
Scott Desman 
BOUBACAR H. DIALLO 
Habib 0. Diallo 
J. CROCHETT FARNELL 
Lydia Burguet 
Lori Meek and Lynn 

Mendelsohn 
John F. and Dalia Ranon 
STEVEN J. FLECKMAN 
Joyce R. Cooper/Birchwood 

Credit Services Inc. 
Michael J. Tannenholtz 

Consulting 
James A. Schweppe 
JAMES C. HOPPE 
Beverly Austin 
BARBARA E. KASEY 
Karen Casey 
SHIRLEY SAVAGE 
KNIGHT 
Rebecca Abdoney '86 
Beverly Austin 

B&B Corporate Holdings/ 
Handy Food Stores 

Brian and Susan Basel 
Bettie M. Bedell 
Hedy McKay Bever 
Steve and Betsy Chambers 
Bob and Susan Churuti 
Richard S. and Adele Clarke 
Myrtle Duane Cone 
Joyce H. Cordell 
William C. Crowder (Ann and 

Bill Crowder) 
Anne Chandler Cuevas 
Margaret E. Davis 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Gerald Divers 
Mary Lee Farrior 
Preston and Laura Farrior 
Jerry E. Fogarty 
Susan Katherine Frazier and 

John N. Harrison IV 
John F. Germany 
Mr. and Mrs. William 

A. Gillen Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Reale 

Hampton 
John and Jennie Hampton 
Lawrence E. Hardeman Sr. 

and Family, Laura and 
Larry 

Rosemary H. Henderson 
Elinor P. Hunt 
Carole and Daniel Kirkwood 
Charles and Barbara Knight 
Frank Lagor and Brimmer, 

Burek & Keelan, LLP 
Mrs. John R. Lawson Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Leonard Levy 
Mr. Christopher C. Lykes 

M.S. '10 and Mrs. Lykes 
Mike and Jeanette Macaluso 
Julianne C. McKeel 
Ruthanne McLean 
Berdina and Tommy 

Morgan III 
John and Susan Mueller 
Jacqueline O'Connor 
Thomas Orth 
Maude F. Pallardy 
Barbara and George 

Pennington 
Harriett R. Phillips 
Jacqueline Preis 
Tom L. Rankin 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard 

W. Reeves  

Reily & Rosas, PA/Amy Reily 
and Ronald Rosas 

Barbara and Lester 
J. Ryals Jr. 

Bruce and Adajean Samson 
Susanne F. Sanders 
Ann Knight Schell 
Paul and Susan Schnitzlein 
Guy W. and Georgie Spicola 
Patricia B. Sellas 
Charles A. and Faith 

S. Simmons 
Bill and Barbara Starkey 
Joanna W. Stephens 
Steve and Janice Straske 
Susan and John Sykes 
Dee and Bill Thaxton 
Turrell, Hall & Associates Inc. 
Melissa T. Twomey and 

Family 
Jill and Joe Valenti 
Ganon and Lunda White 
Celia and Ted Wilhite 
Harold and Kathryn 

Williamson 
Betty Hall Wood 
Barbara A. Woods 
Ruth and Jean Yadley 
MARGRIT KREWSON 
Leland and Kathryn Blair 
Diane Dixon 
Gloria Kaiser 
Charles Krewson 
Stephen and Donna 

Krewson 
Don Lebowitz 
Joan Nabatoff 
Judith Prowse Roach 
John Schoeppner 
John McRae Wolfe 
SUE MCCORD 
Judith Perlow 
HOWELL A. MCKAY 
Beverly Austin 
MICHAEL MENDELSOHN 
Sandra Snell 
RICHARD R. POWELL 
Bruce A. Powell 
PAUL PERRINE '59 
R. Ann Perrine 

ANTHONY QUATTROCHI 
Canterbury Fields Condo 

Association/Jeremy 
Quattrochi 

EVERETT RICHARDS 
MBA '76 
Joyce Keller 
MACK ROGERS 
Craig H. Hodge '99 
LISA RORRER 
Joyce Keller 
Taylor Pinke 
KRYSTAL SCHOFIELD 
Patricia Alvarez 
Andrea Augustine 
Steve and Schezy Barbas 
Marca Bear 
Jennifer Blackwell '04 
Jaymi Butler 
Katherine Campbell 
George DaPonte 
Laura K. Everitt 
Fortune Street Partners, 

LTD/Lisa Reiley 
Nicole Geller 
Shawn '93, MBA '95 and 

Jeanne '00 Gregory 
Timothy M. Harding 
Adam '04 and April '04 

Jones 
Georgetta King 
Stephanie Russell Krebs 
Terri Longphee 
Elizabeth Mills M.S. '11 
Marcia Minsky 
Mari E. Phillips 
Anne L. Rowland 
Robert M. Ruday 
Rose L. Ryan 
Sharon P.C. Schaefer 
Gary Simon 
Kathleen T. Ware 
Maxine Watson 
Harriett J. Williams 
KITTY LEVY SHELDON 
Benjamin Sheldon 
LYMAN SHERMAN '61 
Judy Sherman 
PAT WARLICK 
Suzanne Kirkconnell 

NEW ENDOWMENT 
Frederic H. and Helen McKay Spaulding 

Endowed Scholarship 

UTJOURNAL SPRING 2015 37 



A LEGACY 
of Education for 
Future Generations 

A well designed estate plan will provide for the future of your family. 
Sandy and I consider The University of Tampa a part of our 
family. Additionally, as a former scholarship athlete, it feels good to 
give back to the University for the opportunities it gave me. 

— RICK '72 AND SANDY THOMAS 74 
RICK IS CEO OF THOMAS FINANCIAL 
AND CHAIRMAN EMERITUS OFCHE 
UT BOARD OF TRUSTEES * 

For more information on including UT in your estate plan, 
call the Office of Planned Giving today at (813) 258-7373 or (813) 258-7400. 
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brick by brick 

FORMER TRUSTEE DIES 

SHIRLEY MCKAY SAVAGE KNIGHT, 

who served on the UT board of 
trustees from 1988-1992, died Sept. 18, 
2014. She was 85. During her term as a 
trustee, Knight served on the student 
affairs committee. 

A fourth generation Tampa na-
tive, Knight served as the president 
of A.R. Savage & Son Inc., a Tampa-
based steamship agency and freight 
forwarder, from 1982 until her retire-
ment in 1999. During her time at 
Savage, Knight served as Honorary 
Consul for Denmark and Norway and 
was knighted by both countries for 
outstanding service. 

In addition to her service to UT, 
Knight served on the boards of the 
Propeller Club, Greater Tampa Cham-
ber of Commerce, the Tampa Conven-
tion Center, the Tampa General Hos-
pital Foundation and the University of 
South Florida Foundation. 

LEGAZ JOINS UT BOARD 

MARIANO LEGAZ, PRESIDENT OF THE 

Florida region for Verizon Wireless, 
has joined the University's board of 

trustees. Verizon Wireless is the largest 
wireless company in the U.S. Legaz 
oversees nearly 2,400 employees and 
is responsible for sales, operations, 
marketing, distribution, customer 
service and financial performance for 
the Florida region. 

Prior to his current role, Legaz 
served as Verizon's senior vice presi-
dent of supply chain services, vice 
president of strategic sourcing and 
executive director of network plan-
ning and engineering. Before joining 
Verizon, Legaz managed network plan-
ning and project management for CTI 
Movil (now Claro), Argentina's leading 
wireless company. 

Active in numerous charity and 
civic organizations, Legaz serves on 
the board of directors for the United 
States Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce, the University of Miami 
Health Sector Management and Policy 
Advisory Board and the University of 
Florida Miller Center for Retail Execu-
tive Advisory Board. 

Diversity MBA Magazine recently 
selected Legaz as one of the Top ioo 
Under so Executive Leaders. 

Legaz earned an Executive MBA 
from Cox School of Business at 
Southern Methodist University and 
degrees in electrical engineering and 
telecommunications from the Catholic 
University of Cordoba in Argentina. 

ROYAL KREWE OF SPARTA 

GIVES BACK 

FOR MANY ALUMNI, TAMPA'S ANNUAL 

Gasparilla Pirate Festival is a day to 
revisit great memories of their time as 
a student. For some, that means a ride 
on the Royal Krewe of Sparta float. 

"As an undergraduate, I distinctly 
remember attending each Gaspa-
rilla and thinking the best way to do 
the parade was on a float," said John 
Kaufman '88. "I never imagined that 30 

years later that I would own one." 
Originally supported by the Uni-

versity the float made its debut in the 
parade in the mid-199os. The Univer-
sity soon handed over responsibility 
for the float to the local chapter of the 
Alumni Association in 2001. 

In late 2014, the Royal Krewe of 
Sparta float changed hands to a new 
group of alumni looking to keep the 
tradition and spirit of the Krewe alive 
while providing alumni an opportunity 
to participate in the annual parade. 

Kaufman, who is one of the new 
owners, said he'd been looking for 
a way to give back to the University 
when the opportunity to take over the 
float presented itself. He jumped at the 
opportunity with three of his Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon fraternity brothers, 
Brad Schwartz '86, Joel Cirello '90 and 
Paul Dolan '89. 

But it's not all about tossing out 
beads. The Krewe also raises funds to 
support the Royal Krewe of Sparta En-
dowed Scholarship fund at UT, which 
has received $33,500 to date. 

"It's a fun way to support UT, and 
it's become the highlight of Gasparilla 
for alumni. It feels great to give back 
like this," said Kaufmann. 

To learn more about the Krewe go 
to www.royalkreweofsparta.com . 

LET'S DISCUSS Hartmut Liebel, president and CEO of iQor, was one of three speakers at UT's annual 

Fellows Forum in March. Close to 1,000 attendees came to this year's event, which benefits the Board of 

Fellows Endowed Scholarship. 
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mi n a r e t m o m e n t 

L E T' S B A C K U P 

T h e d e vi c e s pi c t u r e d h e r e ( ci r c a 1 9 8 6 ), 

w hi c h  l o o k  v a g u el y  li k e  w a s hi n g  

m a c hi n e s,  w e r e  t h e  h a r d  di s k  d ri v e s  t h a t  

t h e  U ni v e r si t y' s  m ai n f r a m e  c o m p u t e r  

s y s t e m  u s e d  f o r  d a t a  s t o r a g e. T hi s  

s t u d e n t  i s  l o a di n g  a  r e el  o f  m a g n e ti c  

t a p e  i n t o  t h e  t a p e  d ri v e  t o  b a c k  u p  d a t a.  

A t  t h e  ti m e,  e a c h  o f  t h e  r e m o v a bl e  di s k  

u ni t s  ( si t ti n g  o n  t o p  o f  t h e  m a c hi n e s )  

c o s t  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d oll a r s  a n d  h el d  

a r o u n d 2 0 0 M B o f d a t a. I n c o n t r a s t, 

t o d a y  a  $ 5  fl a s h  d ri v e  c a n  h ol d  8  G B  o f  

d a t a  —  4 0  ti m e s  m o r e  d a t a  o n  a  d e vi c e  

t h a t  fi t s  i n t o  y o u r  p o c k e t.  

4 0 U T J O U R N A L S P RI N G 2 0 1 5 
	

P H O T O G R A P H S U P P LI E D B Y U T' S M A C D O N A L D- K E L C E LI B R A R Y A R C HI V E S 
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SHOW YOUR UT PRIDE 
ON YOUR RIDE! 

UNIVERSITY C/F TAMPA 71715 1 

4 U T 
FLORIDA 

Join thousands of fellow Spartans in supporting current and future 
UT students by switching to a UT specialty license plate. Plates can 
be purchased for an additional $27 any time of the year, regardless of 
your plate renewal month. (Florida residents only.) 

For each $27 spent on the license plate (in addition to the regular tag fee), 
$25 goes toward funding scholarships and University improvements. 

To learn more about the UT license plate, call the Office of Alumni and Parent Relations at 
(813) 253-6209 or email alumni@ut.edu . 



In the weeks leading up to Valentine's Day, 
students shared their love for UT by visiting 

the campus bookstore and writing their rea-

sons why on pink and red hearts. Mercedes 

Merrill-Pequeno '17 shared that she loves 

"the welcoming atmosphere" at UT. 
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